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Editorial

A

fter India got independence in 1947, there were
various pronouncements about the likelihood of it
collapsing, becoming a failed state, and breaking up
again, on account of the weight of its own internal
contradictions. The scale of the attempt to establish,
in such a huge, diverse, and deeply segmented society,
formal democracy with all its paraphernalia of a
parliament, universal franchise, an independent
judiciary, was something that had never been tried
before. Sixty-two years on, India survives as a
democracy (some say ‘thriving’, others are more
restrained), and is now even touted widely as an
emerging super power on the world stage. The
reasons for this happening are many, but one of the
important – little recognised but crucial – has been the
contributions that numerous people’s movements
have made over the decades to the democratisation of
state power and traditional social hierarchies and to a
vibrant civil society and media, and to the
implementation of the principles of rights, justice, and
freedom that are enshrined in the Indian Constitution.

The subsequent decades after independence have
seen a process of institutionalisation of a democratic
political society, but the class character of the state
has remained feudal and hierarchical, with a clear
continuation moreover, of colonial structures and
cultures of governance. Simultaneously however, those
who have historically been at the margins of social,
political, and economic power - Dalits, landless
farmers, the marginal peasantry, Adivasis, and workers,
and women - have, all over the country, and through
myriad actions, constantly challenged the power and
legitimacy of this feudal, hierarchical, and colonial state
and underlined its constitutional responsibilities.
These struggles have been expressions of the needs
of the time and of interest groups and developments
at the local, regional, national, and global levels. And
they have on several occasions and in several contexts
expanded upon and given new meaning to rights,
justice, freedoms, and development.
The development path followed over the years has
catered only to a small section of population while the
affected majority comprising of small farmers, landless
workers, artisans, labourers, slum dwellers, dalits,
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adivasis and women have consistently sacrificed
whatever little they had. While they have been
contributing to the nation’s growth and wealth with their
labour, the rich and powerful continue to amass wealth,
capture more power and keep feeding the middle
classes. Independent, sovereign and modern India has
failed to recognize and even attempt to record the
number of people who were forced to sacrifice their
lives, livelihood and dignity in the pursuit of constructing
dams, mines, highways, railways, industries and other
infrastructure development. This has been further
accelerated with the process of economic globalization
and liberalization, which are driving forces in shaping
our development paradigm. The sad reality is that as a
nation we have failed to undo the historical injustice
meted out to the marginalised and the poor, who have
continued to sacrifice for ‘national development’.
The process of development planning cannot be
lopsided. It has to involve all interest groups, particularly

those who are affected by it and in whose names it is
being justified. It is important that any genuine process
of people-centred development should summarily
understand people’s traditional and customary
ownership rights over natural resources. Article 243 of
the Constitution and the 73rd and 74th amendments
should be the corner stone for developing a humane,
just and sustainable development policy.
This issue of MOI is an attempt in contributing to
the development debate, the struggles against
displacement at various fronts and our critiques of this
blind folded path of no return followed by our
governments. We hope you would appreciate the effort
and look forward to hearing from you. The editorial team
is trying hard to bring the magazine with regularity so
thanks for bearing with us in this transitory phase.
Zindabad !
Editorial Team
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Old Wine in New Bottle - The farce of R&R Bill and
Land Acquisition Amendments
Vijayan M J

A

one “public purpose” has been subsequently used
n old adivasi elder from the Narmada valley
for another and the status of the rehabilitation of the
once asked a group of eminent citizens visiting the
displaced persons as a result of such acquisition.
valley a pertinent question, pointing to an old tree.
In a democratic country, this much is a must before
He asked them whether it was possible for the Govenacting any amendments in LAA or bringing in the
ernment to rehabilitate the tree, by cutting it from
R&R Bill in the Parliament.
the place, taking it to another location and replantThe Land Acquisition Act, 1894 is a colonial
ing the old tree’s roots and stem.
legacy which successive govThen with both tears and deernments of post-colonial India
termination in his eyes, the tribal
have refused to shrug off. It is
elder added; “adivasis are like this
based on the principle of ‘Emitree, you cannot replant us anynent Domain’ which essentially
where else, without killing us”.
refers to the power possessed
Using the renewed mandate,
by the state over all property
UPA government led by Dr.
within its territory, specifically
Manmohan Singh is abusing the
its power to appropriate private
‘Aam Admi’ to give cover for the
property for a ‘public purpose’.
interests of the corporates and the
The Act and the principle have
elite class. The way the new draft
been defended so far by statlegislations of Resettlement & ReA banner at a demonstration in Delhi
ing the Welfare state’s primacy
habilitation (R&R) and amendover all natural resources as opposed to the right to
ments to Land Acquisition Act (LAA) are drafted
individual ownership. Historically however, the legand the way in which definitions like ‘Public Purislation and the concept of ‘eminent domain’ have
pose’ have been redrafted to accommodate interbeen used to deprive the poor of the meagre reests of Private Companies and individuals, it is clear
sources of livelihood, render the agriculturists landthat UPA is using its renewed mandate to eliminate
less and to take away the rights traditionally exerthe very people who elected them to power.
cised by local communities over all natural reIssues relating to Land Acquisition as well as
sources. Recent years have seen a growing conResettlement & Rehabilitation have been discussed
cern on the manner in which this power has been
and debated for several years now. However no proexercised by the Government only for the benefit of
cess of thorough stock taking has yet been initiprivate corporations and commercial interests and
ated by the government on the embarrassing hisprofits. The proposed amendments to the Act are a
tory of 62 years of displacement in this country. In
clear indication to the validity of these concerns.
fact, the most basic information which is vital for an
The Land Acquisition (amendment) Bill has reeffective assessment of the lacunae in the present
defined ‘public purpose’
polices and Acts is not available – regarding the number The government will do well to bring out a by delisting community
of people who have been dis- White Paper on all the land acquired using requirements like social
etc from the
placed since independence
the Land Acquisition Act in past, current infrastructure
land acquisition provisions
and what has happened with
all that land acquired. This utilisation of the acquired land, how much and adding corporate and
is crucial for determining the land acquired for one “public purpose” has company purposes, inareas and direction in the been subsequently used for another and the cluding mining activities
and highways as infralaws and policies that need
status of the rehabilitation of the displaced structure development.
to be formulated and
The amendments also proamended. Hence, the gov- persons as a result of such acquisition.
poses replacing of the
ernment will do well to bring
term ‘companies’ by ‘person’, thereby securing leout a White Paper on all the land acquired using
gitimacy for purposes that actually amount to ‘land
the Land Acquisition Act in past, current utilisation
grab’.
of the acquired land, how much land acquired for
Movement of India è June - September, 2009
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The present Resettlement & Rehabilitation Bill
does not recognise the rights of the affected persons or their traditional community systems. For a
national legislation, it does not have any reference
to the urban displacement that is going on. The Bill

People participating in the Delhi demonstration

does not go by the internationally agreed principles
like ‘Free and Prior Informed Consent of affected
people’, prior to displacement and rehabilitation process. It does not even have any basic mechanism to
assure the country that any displacement will be preceded by rehabilitation. On the other hand the present
draft of the R&R bill creates arbitrary numerical benchmarks for rehabilitation, in a visible effort to divide
affected people and to make land grab easy for companies. The Bill proposes that rehabilitation will be
applicable only if more than 200 families are affected
by a project in hill/scheduled areas or only if more
than 400 families are affected by a project in plain
areas.
There are the some key internationally accepted
principles for any rehabilitation legislation. These are:
participation of people in development planning, options assessment, free and prior informed consent
of affected communities, minimum displacement, resource for resource compensation and prior, comprehensive and just rehabilitation. It is precisely the
respect to these five principles that will determine
the political future of rural and urban India.
A consensus that has emerged clearly through
the long history of struggle as well as discussion
and debate regarding displacement and development,
is that concerns regarding development planning, land
acquisition and resettlement and rehabilitation are
intrinsically linked with one another and cannot be
addressed in isolation. Resettlement and Rehabilitation cannot be addressed by bringing on a Bill or
Policy which doesn’t address the root causes of displacement. Therefore, for several years now, the de4

mand from people’s movements across the country
has been to promulgate a comprehensive legislation on Development Planning; without involuntary
displacement, providing prior and just rehabilitation.
Unfortunately this long standing demand of people’s
movements has been ignored yet again through these
two Bills. Ironic is the fact that such a draft of the
legislation, which had got the consent of the UPA
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi led National Advisory
Council in 2006, is gathering dust somewhere in the
power corridors of Delhi, while the bureaucracy is
happily promoting the present bills.
The UPA Government and political leadership will
do well to remember the challenge from the interiors
of Lalgarh, Nandigram, Kalinga Nagar and many others all over the country, not just in West Bengal.
That is where debates regarding displacement can
start and not where one is debating the quantity of
cash compensation. The verdict of the recent elections is also no different – whether for left or right
political parties. This is precisely where the proposed
amendments to the Land Acquisition Act and the
new Rehabilitation Bill fail the people’s aspirations.

Resettlement and Rehabilitation cannot be addressed by a Bill or Policy which doesn’t address the root causes of displacement. The demand from people’s movements has been to
promulgate a comprehensive legislation on
Development Planning; without involuntary
displacement, providing prior and just rehabilitation. This has been ignored yet again in
these two Bills. Ironically such a draft legislation, which had the consent of the UPA Chairperson Sonia Gandhi led National Advisory
Council in 2006, is gathering dust.
What has to be understood is that another step
forward in the present displacement oriented development paradigm and India will face unprecedented
civil wars in its soil – unheard of even during the
British Raj. The wombs that gave birth to Birsa
Mundas and Tilka Majhis have not become infertile.
Bhagat Singh, Chandrasekhar Azad and their battles
have not been forgotten by all! It should not be surprising to anyone that these new battles may not be
fought alone by Gandhian weapons of civil disobedience or non-cooperation. In that impending heat, the
stalwarts of neo-imperialism, from Manmohan to
Chidambaram, Budhadev, Raman Singh, Naveen
Patnaik and Montek Singh will not
Page 57..
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Failure to Introduce LAA – R&R Bills is Victory of People’s Movements:

Time for UPA to bring back and legislate NAC-approved Draft
Development Policy

T

he conflict in the UPA Govt. over the Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill, 2007 and Rehabilitation and Resettlement Bill, 2007 is absolutely justifiable and must only lead to a complete review on
the two Draft
enactments, if
UPA is indeed
committed to
protecting the
livelihood security of the aam
aadmi
and
aurat, beyond
the 100 days
employment
guarantee as
Displaced people discussing problems also to ensure
just and fair rehabilitation of the millions of the displaced.
While Mamata Banerjee and Trinamool Congress have had to take the lead in stalling the hasty
process of the two bills coming before the Parliament, in place of the much approved Draft sanctioned by the NAC and discussed by people’s movements, due to their mandate from West Bengal
against land acquisition for the corporate and for
rehabilitation of
the already disp l a c e d ,
the other parties
and MPs also
must know that
in their own constituencies
(electoral and
social), these
are the major isDemonstration in Delhi, July 2009
sues on which
people are agitated and are questioning the powers-that-be. These
are also the tests of our commitment to the constitution and democracy that should grant the communities’ right to development planning, including
allocation and redistribution of natural resources as
well as the value-additive processes, such as agroindustries.
It is however, shocking to know from the alert
media as to how UPA made all attempts to privately
Movement of India è June - September, 2009

circulate the Bills to MPs out of public agenda. It is
also necessary to know that many of UPA’s and
NDA’s own MPs have probably not looked into the
specific clauses of the Bills and have not given serious thought of their impact on the farmers, agricultural labourers, fish workers, artisans and other natural resource based communities. All those who would
do it will understand the attempt to legitimize the
corporate grab of resources going much beyond the
British regime by incorporating the private interest
into the definition of public interest. The Parliament
is also probably unaware of certain recommendations of its own
Standing Committee (Rural Development) of the
14th Lok Sabha
where the Bills
were passed without any debate
and discussion, as
it was probably
conspired during Demonstration in Delhi, July 2009
the last day of this
session, i.e yesterday, as well.
It is also obvious that the rehabilitation offered in
the current Bill is not to all whose lands would be
acquired, but with many riders (such as there must
be minimum 400 families to be displaced by forcible
acquisition etc.) and no alternative land or livelihood
guaranteed. A weak rehabilitation with offered extra
cash compensation is again to lead to further displacement without livelihood security. The Bill also
does not talk about the lakhs already displaced by
the ongoing projects and yet to be rehabilitated.
The people’s movements across the country appreciate the intervention by the Trinamool Congress
and warn the UPA Govt. against any attempt to subvert the rights and resources of the communities,
including the Gram Sabhas and facilitating the
corporates’ encroachment upon those.
Even as the UPA’s 100 days ‘revolutionary agenda’
- a statement of tall promises is yet to be fully elaborated to and understood by the common people of this
country, this process can certainly be further delayed to
accommodate a healthy public debate on such a crucial issue of land acquisition, rehabilitation and displacement. Since land acquisition and land
use for various sectors including agriculture Page 53...
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SEZ’s, a Sell-Out to the Powerful : History repeats itself

S

Sudhir Vombatkere

pecial Economic Zones (SEZs) are not a new conLand
cept, but the scale, speed and socio-economic amGovernment acquires land for SEZs to the extent
bience in which these are being created are entirely required by the corporation that comes up with a pronew. Since enactment of the SEZ Act 2005, 300 SEZs posal for investment. Land is acquired (under Land
are functional and 560 more approved.
Acquisition Act, 1894) from private owners and comWhile reading about the foundation of Madras (now pensation is paid at rates determined by government.
Chennai) in 1639, and the manner in which the Brit- Government may provide the land to the corporation
ish received a firmaan from the local ruler for grant of at a rate higher than cost of acquisition, and gain
land and trading concessions, its similarity with the revenue at the cost of the farmer. Or it may be sold
creation of SEZs raised a feeling of déjà vu.
at a subsidized rate (as in the case of the chemical
Government’s proposal for SEZs aims to acceler- SEZ at Nandigram in West Bengal), in which case
ate economic development by promoting export of the exchequer pays the difference. Whichever method
goods and services, attracting foreign direct invest- is adopted, the corporation gains and the farmer or
ment (Rs.1,000 crores was expected within end-2007) the public lose.
and creating employment (500,000 jobs), through proEconomic Independence
viding investors preferential treatment in terms of faFrom ancient times, high authority in any society
cilities and taxes. SEZs are de-regulated areas within
which special concessions are provided to industrial (chieftain, king, emperor) promulgated edicts favouring
particular powerful persons by bestowing property
or commercial corporaand/or power on them at the
tions so that they may
There is an uncanny similarity between the SEZ Act pleasure of the ruler, with
flourish unhindered by the
2005 in granting land, concessions and privileges to the quid pro quo of that benlaws, rules and regulations
corporations for SEZs, with the firmaan granted by eficiary paying tributes to
that apply in the rest of the
the local ruler to the British on August 22nd, 1639, the ruler by extracting taxes
country, which are obvifor land and concessions to establish a trading post from the peasantry. In
ously construed as limitMoghul times, this was
in Madras.
ing corporate profits. The
called a “firmaan”. In a modconcessions are provided
ern democracy, governments pass laws, empowerby the Special Economic Zones Act, 2005, in which, ing the administrative machinery to execute tasks
presumably corporations have had a hand in sug- and projects.
gesting and drafting the legislation.
The Constitution of India mandates separation of
Exemptions from 21 Central Acts concerning powers of the executive, legislature and judiciary so
cesses, taxes and duties for products like rubber, that checks and balances are possible, and no one
oil, tobacco, sugar, tea, salt, mica, coffee, and amend- arm of the Constitution can gain undemocratic domiments to the Income-Tax Act, Insurance, Banking nance. But contrarily, the SEZ Act actually integrates
Regulation and Stamp Acts within SEZs, provide the the powers of the executive, the elected institutions
concessions and simplify procedures to enhance and the judiciary, in a government-appointed Develcompetitiveness and create the necessary “climate” opment Commissioner, who is a bureaucrat, and/or
for profits. The concessions concern land, labour and the Developer, who is a business person (a corporates of taxes, customs duties, etc., which may be rate body is also a “person”) providing the investment.
Being exempted from the burden of laws that apply
reduced or exempted altogether.
SEZs are favoured with water and electric power elsewhere in India, a SEZ is effectively separate from
at subsidized rates. Workers cannot form trade unions the Indian State in the form of a corporate colony. In
for collective bargaining for fair wages and better work- this sense, the SEZ Act is not unlike a “firmaan” of
ing conditions, and are open to exploitation in “sweat the Government of India, providing corporate economic
shops”, corporations thereby maximizing profits. Also, independence.
the inapplicability of environmental laws within SEZs
An August day in 1639
further enhances corporate profits by “saving” expenOn August 22, 1639, Captain Francis Day of the
diture on environmental protection.
British East India Company secured a piece of land
6
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at the fishing village of Madraspatam that was later
called Madras through a firmaan granted by “Domela
Vintatedro Nague” (Damerla Venkatadri Nayak), in
command at Chandragiri under the Vijayanagar kingdom. The land was used to construct Fort St.George
that became a seat of power for expansion of British trade, the political power arising from which resulted in India becoming a British colony.
From the choice of words in the firmaan that gave
trading rights and concessions to the English, it
appears that Day drafted the document. From the
Madras Tercentenary Commemoration Volume, it
appears that, besides wanting commerce to flourish in his territory, the Nayak wanted to utilize English ships to import horses from Persia, and also
have a place of refuge from hostile neighbours in a
contingency. It was the Nayak’s firmaan that led to
construction of Fort St.George for the purpose of
“peaceful prosecution of commerce from a place of
safety”. The Volume goes on to state that in order
to encourage the English to conduct their trade,
“they were given the privilege of bringing the goods
and sending them out customs free, and of providing themselves with supplies for themselves and their
sea-going ships duty free from the country”.
Snapshots of the firmaan
The Nayak granted land and permission to build
the fort according to the needs and design of the
British based upon Day’s “great hopes by reason of
our promises often made unto him”, thereby indicating that Day already had considerable influence
over the Nayak because of favours that the British
had done, or some gold that was paid to the Nayak.
The Nayak goes on to agree to advance the cost of
construction on the understanding that the British
would repay the cost when they took possession of
the fort. Later, “to make more full expression of our
affection to the English nation”, the Nayak sanctions to the British, “full power and authority to govern and dispose of the Government of Madraspatam
for the term and space of two years”, and goes on
to offer them trade concessions.
Out-doing himself in his generosity, the Nayak
grants that “whatsoever provisions the English shall
buy in my Country, either for their fort or ships, they
shall not be liable to pay any custom or duties for
the same”, and that “whatsoever goods or merchandise the English Company shall either import or
export ...”, shall “... for ever after, be custom free.”.
In relation to other traders, the English obtain mostfavoured-nation status in the firmaan when he grants
that for any goods which the English may bring to
or through the Nayak’s country, the English “shall
pay half the duties that other merchants pay, whether
Movement of India è June - September, 2009

they buy or sell the said commodities either in my
Dominions or in those of any other Nague whatsoever.” The Nayak gives even further scope to the British to set up their own economic system, saying,
“the said English Company shall perpetually enjoy
the privileges of mintage without paying any dues or
duties whatsoever”.
The Nayak guaranteed the quality and honesty
of the merchants or craftsmen whom the English may
employ, and in the event that such persons “fail in
their performance”, the Nayak would “make good to
the English all such sums of money as shall remain
on their accounts, or else deliver them their persons,
if they shall be found in any part of my territories”.
Thus, the Nayak underwrites losses that the English
may incur due to his citizens’ non-performance and,
abjectly surrendering his right to rule over his own
subjects, even hands over defaulters to the English.
Conclusion
There is an uncanny similarity between the SEZ
Act 2005 in granting land, concessions and privileges
to corporations for SEZs, with the firmaan granted by
the local ruler to the British on August 22nd, 1639,
for land and concessions to establish a trading post
in Madras.
Starting with a foothold in 1639 taken from a smalltime ruler on the east coast, feudal India came under
control of the British East India Company following
the 1757 Battle of Plassey, and went on to get added
as the Jewel in the British Crown in 1857. Analogously, independent India started with EPZs in the
1970s and came under economic control of international financial institutions starting with economic
reforms of the New Economic Policy of 1991. Now
with SEZs being established by the dozen and growing corporate influence (even corporate control) at
the highest levels of central and state governments,
India is well on its way to becoming a banana republic. This is being speeded up by the neoliberal economic bent of national and regional political parties
and the entry of corporate captains into national and
state elected bodies.
¾
Maj Gen S.G.Vombatkere retired as the Additional
Director General Discipline & Vigilance in Army HQ,
New Delhi, in 1996 after 35 years in the Indian Army.
He holds a PhD degree in Structural Dynamics from
I.I.T., Madras, and the President of India awarded
him Visishta Seva Medal in 1993 for distinguished
service rendered in Ladakh. Since retirement, he is
engaged in voluntary work with Mysore Grahakara
Parishat, and is a member of National Alliance of
People’s Movements (NAPM) and People’s Movement
of Civil Liberties (PUCL).
sg9kere@live.com
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The Lavasa Hill Township Project: Company Raj

O

Suniti S R

ver the last few years many complaints were The project is located at a distance of 65 kilometres
heard from the residents of Mawal and Mulshi val- from Pune, amidst 18 hills, approximately 975
leys regarding land-grab, illegal sales transactions meters above the sea level. In November 1997, the
of lands etc. After the initial investigation from social Government of Maharashtra sanctioned a Regional
movements such as National Alliance of People’s Plan for the Pune district under the ‘Maharashtra
Movements (NAPM) it was noticed that many of these Regional and Town Planning Act 1966’ (MRTP, seccomplaints held much significance and indicated a tion
15).
systematic activity against the tribes and farmer of Lavasa Hill
the two valleys. NAPM along with its allies decided Station
is
to take up this issue and help villagers rise against s a n c t i o n e d
the injustice. Government departments were particu- under section
larly non-responsive towards any queries raised about 20 (3) of
the land and other transactions in this region.
MRTP in July
A people’s commission was formed to investigate 2000 by the
the land and other transactions of the region. Vari- Urban Develous people’s organizations, concerned and involved opment Dewith the issues of development, displacement, eco- partment. Unlogical loss etcinitiated the process of forming a der
this Crushing site near Dam at Dhamanohol
People’s Commission. It comprised of Arvind project, 18 vilKejariwal, (Right to Information and Anti-Corruption lages of Mulshi and Velhe Blocks were declared to
Activist, Magsaysay Award Recipient), Y.P. Singh be part of Hill Station Development. The project
(Advocate, High Court of Mumbai, Former CBI Offi- spread over 25,000 acres of land, is undertaken by
cial), S. M. Mushrif (Former Inspector General of the Lavasa Corporation. In the wake of this project,
Police, Mumbai), and Nirmalkumar Suryavanshi (Se- 20 villages of Mulshi and Velhe (administrative
nior Advocate, Dhule, Maharashtra).
blocks), are reeling under severe stress of eviction,
The decision was endorsed by Anna Hazare, vet- forced land alienation, obstruction of community’s
eran social activist; Justice H. Suresh, Former Judge, access to fresh water bodies, and river water and
High Court of Mumba and human rights activist; temples, common roads as well as destruction of
Aruna Roy, Magsaysay Award Recipient, Mazdoor rich ecology. The villagers also face undue harassKisan
Shakti
Sanghatan;
Sandeep ment by the project personnel on account of project
Pandey, Magsaysay Award Recipient; and development and cheating by the company agents.
Parasuraman, Director, Tata Institute of
The project-affected villages are populated by the
Social Sciences.
marginalized comThe Commission
munities of the nowas announced at
madic tribes Bombay on 21st
Dhangar,
Koli,
October 2008.
Thakar, Katkari
The facts re(adivasis – Schedported by the Comuled Tribes) and
mission are preMaratha. These are
sented below in
marginal farmers
anabridged form.
heavily dependent
Dam at Daswe
Lavasa Hill Townon traditional farmship is one among
ing techniques, livemany big development projects sprawled at the fringes stock rearing, collection of non-timber forest produce,
of Pune City (Maharashtra, India). According to the fishing and wage labour. Though these communities
proponents of the project, “it is a planned city la- have lived in this region for decades, only in 1964
belled as India’s first hill station since Independence”, select landless and socio-economically vulnerable
being developed in accordance with the controver- families were allotted excess ceiling lands under
sial Hill Station policy, of Maharashtra Government. Maharashtra Agricultural Lands (Ceiling on Holdings)
8
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taking). A status of Tourism Development Project,
which is normally a government undertaking, was
not granted to it by the State Government; however
all the concessions and facilities applicable to the
later were bestowed to it irrespective of the legal status.
The Government of Maharashtra has declared
25,000 acres of land from 20 villages for the development of the Lavasa hill station project, although the
private lands within were to be purchased and non
acquisitioned. The Corporation may be further allowed
to add 12,000 acres of land from the above-said area
if required. The Lavasa
Corporation proposed to
The Genesis
build eight weirs (walls
In February 2000, a
that control the flow of
firm was first registered
water) in the reservoir of
under a name ‘Pearly
the Warasgaon dam for
Blue Lake Resort Private
commercial use of water,
Limited Company’ with
roads, tanks, parks. Plans
Aniruddha Deshpande,
include 10 captive miniVitthal Maniyar, and
dams (5 in Dasve Village
Aniruddha Seolekar as its
and 5 in Dhamanowhal),
first directors. The project
helipads, ropeways and
of this firm was to develop
luxury hotels.
a hotel business along
The land transfer is
with development of land
done by three different dein large scale on the
Hectic construction at Daswe
partments involving Irrigabanks of Warasgaon Lake
tion (Maharashtra Krishna
in Mose River Valley, (District-Pune, Maharashtra, India). The firm changed its Valley Development Corporation) Department, Forname to ‘The Lake City Corporation Pvt Ltd’ in De- est Department and the Revenue Department. This
cember, 2000 with Aniruddh Deshpande, Aniruddh involves an allotment of 2,500 acres of plantation land
Seolekar, Vitthal Maniyar, Ganpat Investment and of two blocks already allotted by the forest departholdings, Venketshwar Hatcheris, Sadanad Sule, ment. The acquisition of forest land resulted into
Supriya Sule, and few others as shareholders. Mr. destruction of forest and local ecology which has
Sadanand Sule (son-in-law of Agriculture Minister now become a major concern. The Lavasa CorporaMr. Sharad Pawar), and Supriya Sule (daughter of tion has also been given approximately 1,042 acres
Agriculture Minister Mr. Sharad Pawar), together held of Government land at a nominal price.
It is worth noting that the land which Maharshtra
21.97% of total number of shares of the company in
the Lake City Corporation. In June 2004 the com- Krishna Valley Development Corporation (MKVDC)
pany changed its name to ‘Lavasa Corporation Lim- transferred to the Lake City Corporation belonged to
ited’. Presently the Hill Station project is driven by a the villagers displaced during the construction of
consortium of companies led by Hindustan Construc- Warasgaon Dam in 70’s. There were about 800 and
tion Corporation, which holds 65 per cent equity in more acres of extra lands, which were acquired for
Lavasa through its real estate subsidiary — HCC the Warasgaon dam Project. At least 50 originally
Realty. The other investors include the LM Thapar displaced families and 50 more who became entitled
group and Venkateshwara Hatcheries, besides other later; altogether about 100 families remain to be alminority shareholders who hold 35 per cent equity. lotted land for rehabilitation. Some of them had in
fact even paid quarter of the cost of the alternative
Bonanza of concessions and waivers from land to be allotted. The extra land was obviously to
be used for these affected families who had the first
the Government and Series of Illegalities
The Lavasa Corporation Limited is a company right to the same as rehabilitation of Project Affected
registered as an industry (which is a private under- Families (PAFs) could be considered to be a public
Act, 1961. The farmers made these lands cultivable
without any support from the government. In 1974
Warasgaon dam was constructed and the once-landless families were displaced from their lands. A few
of them were rehabilitated with land in Daund (125km
from Pune) while large numbers of families were left
in the affected area of the dam without rehabilitation. Presently Lavasa township project has brought
back the uncertainties by forcing the communities
uproot from their remaining lands in this area for its
hill township project aimed at benefiting the upper
classes.
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purpose. Instead, the land was transferred to Lavasa
illegally. The prevalent market rate of such lease for
142 hectares land is estimated to be around Rs. 900
Crores which would have been enough for the Government and MKVDC to complete all their unfinished
projects.
The Lavasa Corporation directly approached land
owners for land-purchases. As reported by the farmers of the region the company used various tactics
for grabbing the land from the illiterate and poor
people. There are many instances of fraudulent deals.
The process of land grab was done by the agents of
the company, creating proxy farmers and relatives,
presenting fraud witnesses, forging land record,
changing land records and corruption in collusion with
the administration.
The company had looped several real estate
agents to purchase land for a sum low at Rs.500/- to
Rs.5000/- from the poor Adivasi, Dhangar, Koli and
Maratha communities. They were made to believe
that the low payment done to them was an initial
token payment and they would be given proper price
at the time of final land transfer Deed writing. By
making low initial payment and giving false assurances for making large payment in future the company officers or agents obtained the signatures of
the farmers on the sale agreements.
The Warasgaon reservoir on Mose River was constructed to fulfil Pune’s water requirement. The capacity of the reservoir is around 11.5 TMC almost
equal to the yearly water requirement of Pune. In the
recent years Pune has growing at a fast pace has
been experiencing water scarcity in several areas.
In such situation permission of such massive utilization of water by the Lavasa Corporation, not only for
drinking purposes but also for water sports, hotels
etc., will result in sever water crisis in the long run
for Pune city. An impact assessment in this regard
would have helped in better future planning of water
use and justified to the purpose this reservoir has
been built for.
The Lavasa Corporation was allowed to cut lakhs
of trees to build approach road and undertake construction activity. The 28 km approach road to Lavasa
is being developed by cutting trees and hills. The
forest department is not willing to disclose the facts
in this regard.
The company has been given full Stamp Duty
exemption as per the Maharashtra Government’s
Notification issued on 07/04/1999. The Notification
provides for Stamp Study exemption for all upcoming industrial projects. This has resulted in a loss of
Rs. 20 Crores to the State by way of the Stamp Duty
exemption.
10

Lavasa Corporation has been projecting that it
will construct only up to the height above 1000
meters to avoid seeking environmental clearance
from the Central Ministry of Forest and Environment.
However a letter by Urban Development Department,
Pune to Chief Secretary, Urban Development Department, Mumbai mentions that the height of the
project is 975 meters. Surprisingly, it received clearance from the Maharashtra Pollution Control Board
and not from the Central Government which is required as per the Rules. However, the Urban Planning Department has now directed Lavasa Corporation to seek environmental clearance from the Central Government considering its massive scale of
Infrastructure Development.
All facilities for a tourism project granted by a
state or the Centre have been endowed on the
Lavasa. Amongst other favours granted by the
Government some prominent favours are:
1. 372 acres of government land vested in
MKVDC, have been almost gifted by the Government to the company by leasing it to the company,
for the period of 99 years at low premium as it could
be.
2. 912 acres of surplus land declared under
the land ceiling law in the year 1975 but never
acquired by the government for its distribution to
landless, now with overwhelming zeal acquired under the ceiling law within the period of tree days,
just to transfer it to Lavasa committing serious
breach of provisions and mandates of the Ceiling
act and also depriving landless from getting benefits of it.
3. 112 acres of Inaam land which should have
been re-granted after accepting statutory price from
holders of the land, to them, under the provisions of
the Inaam land laws has been illegally transferred
to Lavasa on lease for 99 years at nominal premium.
4. The stamp fees have been exempted for
transfer of lands to Lavasa putting Government at
loss of Rs. 1000 to 5000 Crores.
5. Government has not yet recovered the royalty for extraction of minor minerals and utilization
of them by Lavasa in the process of construction of
roads and building activities
6. All facilities of tourism projected or center
have been endowed on the Lavasa by the government, when the company is carrying on private industrial activities and earning profit of millions of
rupees and established and registered for the industrial and commercial purpose.
June - September, 2009 è Movement of India
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7. Considering the size and category of the
project the environmental clearance should have
been obtained from the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests.
While granting such favours to the company the
Government of Maharashtra was never slow, as it
appears to have utilized the services of its officers
and staff for the benefit of the company to achieve
its private purpose overlooking the injustice done to
the villagers and farmers who lost their lands, the
very source of livelihood, turning them almost to be
beggars.
It is shocking, the collector of Pune has recommended that the government pay compensation to
the holders of the land whose land was acquired by
it as surplus land under ceiling law, at the rate of
Rs.60 per acre, i.e. Rs.1.50 for a guntha, while
Lavasa can earn Rs.2 Crores after selling plot of the
land measuring 500 Square Meters.
Why did the government not taken any action
against Lavasa for non payment of royalty for extraction of valuable minor minerals such as earth,
Murum and sand and suffering loss of millions of
rupees, while granting unlimited favours to the company?
Why were government authorities allowed to violate the provisions of ceiling law, tenancy law, easement law, Inaam land laws and environmental laws?
Why did the Government act high handedly while
granting exemption of Stamp duties on land transfers for and by Lavasa and suffer a loss of Rs.1000
to 5000 crore?
Why did the government transfer public property
i.e. government lands at throwaway prices or premiums to Lavasa and deprived the landless from getting those surplus lands to feed their belly? And who
put it above law and for whose benefit? Will the
Maharashtra Government rise to its constitutional
duties and obligations or succumb to the mandates
of its political bigwigs?
Recommendations
1) Immediate inquiry be held in respect of
fraudulent and all suspicious land deals between
Government and Lavasa by independent committee
which shall include representatives of renowned
social activists, and reputed judicial officers and
headed by qualified non-governmental person having integrity and honesty
2) An inquiry should also be directed in respect of huge monetary losses suffered by the Government while granting huge concessions in respect
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of premium of lease, stamp revenue and royalty of
minor minerals and those responsible for losses be
punished. Losses should be directed to be recovered from Lavasa forthwith.
3) All the land declared surplus under ceiling
laws be directed to be recovered from Lavasa and be
distributed to landless and Backward classes, forthwith.
4) All the Inam land illegally transferred to
Lavasa be directed to be recovered from it and given
to original holders or their heirs.
5) All customary and easement rights in respect of public ways, approach roads, taking of drinking water and water for live-stock, grazing lands, cremation grounds etc. handed over against the law may
be inquired into and restored to the inhabitants of
the area, in accordance with law.
6) Inquiry may also be undertaken on the
fraudulent and illegal endowment of tourism facilities
and concession when Lavasa was a private company engaged in commercial activities to earn profits and not engaged in any public works.
7) An inquiry into who is the ‘Godfather’ of this
project and how he blessed the company and why?
8) Based on the facts evolved in the enquiry,
action under administrative, adjudicatory and criminal
laws should be taken against the perpetrators of the
crime. Departmental action and also action under
the Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988 should be taken
against the Government officials without whose active
help such violations on a mammoth scale would not
have taken place.
9) An independent High level Inquiry on fraudulent private land deals by agents of the company
with poor, illiterate and rustic farmers at throwaway
prices. All such transactions should be reviewed and
either modified directing company to pay prevailing
market price of the land to the owners or be cancelled.
10) If necessary, ordinance be issued to achieve
above mentioned objective i.e to accrue justice to
poor farmers.
11) Rehabilitation of the project affected persons
should be undertaken immediately.
¾
Suniti S.R. is with the National Alliance of People’s
Movements (NAPM), Pune.
andolan.napm@gmail.com
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Pride Marches and Opening Space for
Sexual Minority Rights in India Siddharth Narrain

olourful masks, rainbow umbrellas, painted
faces, witty T-shirts and banners, men in pink wigs
marked the second Bengaluru Pride march on June
28th 2009. The last two years have seen thousands
of people turn out to take part in the Pride marches
in a number of cities in India. Pride marches are
held globally every year around the 28th of June to
mark the first uprising of lesbian gay bisexual and
transgender (LGBT) persons in 1969 in a bar in New
York. Led by drag queens and gay men, these sexual
minorities rioted to protest the harassment they faced
from the New York police. This year cities across
the world celebrated the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall riots.
Background to the Pride Marches
Kolkata was the first Indian city to organize a
Pride march in 2004. Known for its tolerance and
diversity, the first public celebration of sexual minority rights boosted the LGBT movement in India, which
has been struggling to be visible, given the enormous pressure from families and society to remain
closeted. In 2008, Delhi and Bangalore joined Kolkata
in celebrating Pride marches jointly, thus catapulting these parades into the national media. These
A major attraction of the Pride Marches is the sheer energy
and colour associated with these events, which gives them an
ability to attract people who would otherwise not be on the
street. Many LGBT persons who have never been on protests
or public demonstrations flock to the Pride marches in support of sexual minority rights. Many people wear masks and
face paint to be more comfortable. It is amazing to see many
young LGBT persons throw off their masks in exuberance,
taking the risk of being spotted at the Pride by parents and
family.

marches provided an opportunity for LGBT persons,
and their supporters to walk on the streets of these
cities and celebrate their diversity, while at the same
time highlighting crucial issues they have been fighting for locally. Mumbai organized its own version of
the Pride marches on August 16th, 2008 naming it
Queer Azadi. The fantastic response that these
marches got saw two more cities join in 2009 with
Bhubaneshwar and Chennai joining in for the first
time.
In Bangalore, LGBT activists held eight continuous days of events in the last week of June titled the
Karnataka Queer Habba. Starting with a cricket
match between the LGBT communities, the event
12

ended with the second Bengaluru Pride March. The
Habba (or festival) included a public discussion on
religion and sexuality, film screenings, dance and
theatre performances, story telling sessions, and a
seminar on draconian laws. This year public events
were organized in Nelamangala and Dharwad too,
thus taking the issue beyond Bangalore. The week
of
events
generated a
lot of discussion and participation
from a range
of people and
was covered
extensively
by the media.
At pride march in Bangalore
A major
attraction of
the Pride Marches is the sheer energy and colour
associated with these events, which gives them an
ability to attract people who would otherwise not be
on the street. Many LGBT persons who have never
been on protests or public demonstrations flock to
the Pride marches in support of sexual minority
rights. Though the huge media presence can intimidate first timers, many people wear masks and face
paint to be more comfortable. It is amazing to see
many young LGBT persons throw off their masks in
exuberance, taking the risk of being spotted at the
Pride by parents and family.
Reactions to the Pride amongst the queer community ranged from joy to sheer disbelief. Many of
those who did not manage to participate were on
the telephone with friends who were marching or
monitoring their telephones. Many of the older generation of queer activists felt that an event of this
kind would not have been possible to do even ten
years ago. A lot of those participating in a public
rally for the first time felt that it was an opportunity
to meet others from the LGBT community. For a lot
of the heterosexuals, the Pride was a chance to
show their solidarity. Describing the enormity of the
occasion, Akshay Khanna, a queer activist said,
“Large mobilisation and excellent liaising with media folk has created a huge splash, the waves of
which travel not just to the Delhi High Court (hopefully), but across the world as mass media juxtaposes images of Delhi, Bangalore and Calcutta
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alongside San Francisco, Rio and London. Even now,
every time I watch clips of the marches on You Tube
I find my skin spontaneously raising its follicles in
unison with your voices. There is a sense of enormity to the moment and sitting here in Edinburgh I
imagine the world has changed.”
Fueling a National Debate
This year, the Pride marches in Bangalore, Delhi,
Bhubhaneshwar and Chennai came just after the
Law Minister Veerappa Moily’s tentative suggestions
of doing away with section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code, the law that criminalises homosexuality in
India. In what was even more fortuitous timing, the
highly publicized Pride marches were followed within
few days by the Delhi High Court judgement reading
down section 377 of the Indian Penal Code. The
combination of all these factors led to an explosion
of the ‘homosexuality debate’ on television, within
drawing rooms and in dinnertime conversations.
Families where it would be unthinkable to mention

Bangalore is an example of a city where there has
been a history of the hijra and kothi (transgender)
communities being part of many progressive causes.
These communities have been actively supporting
the campaign for the release of Dr Binayak Sen, the
Campaign against Road Widening in Bangalore,
the movement against the Narmada dam, and many
other concerns. The support that sexual minority
organisations have got from other progressive groups
is now playing itself out in the streets - in a sense a
public display of intersectionality.
the word ‘gay’ were hotly debating the merits of the
decision. Almost every single newspaper carried
front-page pieces talking about the judgement on
the day after it was delivered.
A unique feature of the Pride marches this time
around were the large number of gay, bisexual and
lesbian men and women who joined their hijra, kothi
and transsexual counterparts in occupying public
space. While much has been written about the issues faced by the kothi and transgender community, there are serious issues that the gay, lesbian
and bisexual community faces.
The participation of queer women in the Pride
marches went a long way in addressing the ‘invisibility’ of this section of society. For queer women,
one of the major issues that they face has been the
abduction of partners by parents, and the increasing number of lesbian suicides. The lack of public
spaces to meet other women, the pressure to get
Movement of India è June - September, 2009

married early, and the possibility of violence from
within the family, add to the nature of discrimination
they face.
A classic case is that of Christy and Rukmani.

Pride march in Bangalore

On 17 May 2008, Christy Jayanthi Malar (38) and
Rukmani (40), two married women from Chennai, died
hugging each other after setting themselves ablaze
in Chennai. Christy and Rukmani had studied in
the same class at school, and met again after both
of them had got married. They had been lovers for
the past ten years against the wishes of their families and their husbands. The day before their deaths,
Rukmini’s family, realising that she had gone to
Christy’s house, had abused her.
For gay men, issues of immediate concern include tackling homophobia in medical establishment
and at the work place. Psychiatrists continue to prescribe shock therapy’ to change the orientation of
homosexuals, and many gay men are reluctant to
talk about their sexuality at the workplace, fearing
discrimination and the risk of losing their jobs. Demands from gay men are bound to extend beyond
section 377 into the realm of equal opportunities in a
wide range of areas including adoption, inheritance,

With the debate on the rights of LGBT persons
taking centre stage in the media and in public
imagination, the Pride marches have become
an important space for progressive politics in
the country.
partnership rights, and possibly even same sex marriage.
However, the real battle lies in societal change.
Even now, only a minority of gay men has ‘come out’
to their families about their sexuality, ‘Coming out’
remains a difficult painful process, sometimes tak13
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ing years of effort. Many gay men succumb to the
pressure to get married, leading to messy divorces
and situations where the women they are marrying
find themselves in unfair positions.
Intersectionality on the Streets
It has been one of the aims of the LGBT rights
movement in India to involve other progressive human rights groups in taking up this issue. The
women’s movement has had a history of heated
discussions on the rights of queer women. For instance, the autonomous women’s movement has
had heated debates on whether posters highlighting lesbian issues should be carried in the annual
Women’s Day march in New Delhi. Similarly, many
human rights groups have begun to take sexual
minority issues seriously after years of neglect. The
People’s Union for Civil Liberties, Karnataka was
one of the first civil rights organisations to bring out
reports on violations against the transgender and
homosexual communities. Voices Against 377, one
of the intervenors in the Naz case in the Delhi High
Court, is another example where human rights, child
rights and women’s rights groups have come together to campaign for LGBT rights.
Bangalore is an example of a city where there
has been a history of the hijra and kothi (transgender)
communities being part of many progressive
causes. These communities have been actively
supporting the campaign for the release of Dr
Binayak Sen, the Campaign against Road Widening in Bangalore, the movement against the
Narmada dam, and many other concerns.
The Pride marches have provided an opportunity for various progressive groups to publicly endorse and support LGBT issues. Organisations like
the Environmental Support Group (ESG), Maraa (a
media collective) and the Blank Noise project have
been part of the planning of the Bengaluru Pride
march. One of the events in the recently held
Karnataka Queer Habba in Bangalore was a DalitSexual Minorities dialogue between activists from
the two struggles. The support that sexual minority
organisations have got from other progressive groups
is now playing itself out in the streets - in a sense a
public display of intersectionality.
The Future of Pride Marches- Possibilities
for Building Coalitions
The Naz decision is one example of how the
strong links between LGBT rights activists and other
movements has contributed to an extremely progressive judgement. The implications of the judges
expanding the scope of Article 15 of the constitu14

tion to interpret sex to mean sexual orientation go
much beyond LGBT rights. The court’s application
and interpretation of the ‘strict scrutiny’ test and
their horizontal application of this anti-discrimination provision will potentially benefit all minorities.
It will be much harder to justify discrimination against
a vulnerable minority (Dalits, Muslims, women, and
so on) protected by Article 15 after the Naz judgement. The judgement has also extended this protection to discrimination against one citizen by another in matters of access to public spaces, a right
that was only applicable to sexual harassment
cases against women until now. The judgment recognizes that discrimination includes not just direct
discrimination, but also indirect discrimination and
harassment. (For instance, a housing society can
no longer only lets to vegetarians since this has a
disproportionate impact on certain religious and
caste groups). Tarunabh Khaitan, a legal commentator describes the impact of the judgement beautifully, “It may seem that this judgment does not obviously benefit Hemanshu, who is Hindu, Englisheducated, male, able-bodied, north Indian, straight,
Hindi-speaking and upper-caste. But should
Hemanshu lose his legs in an accident, or get posted
in a non-Hindi speaking or non-Hindu-majority area,
he too will be protected. The court has recognized
that pluralist societies rarely have permanent majorities or minorities. The Constitution stands for the
principle of minority protection, whoever they might
happen to be. This should be noted by the ulemas
and the archbishops who seem to have failed to
envision a fellowship of the disenfranchised in their
response to the court’s judgment.”
With the debate on the rights of LGBT persons
taking centre stage in the media and in public imagination, the Pride marches have become an important space for progressive politics in the country.
Progressive movements and organisations must
take an active interest and participate in these
events, to show their support to the sexual minority
movement and to occupy a space that has opened
up for a political engagement with an issue that has
only recently broken the closet of public debate in
this country. Participation from a wide range of
movements and groups will not only strengthening
the hands of progressive LGBT activists, it will also
open the space for reflection and debate within progressive groups where sexual minority rights, and
the debate on sexuality and heteronormativity have
often not been given much priority.
¾
Siddharth Narrain is a lawyer and LGBT rights
activist and works with Alternative Law Forum, Bangalore
sid@altlawforum.org
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Love in the Age of ‘Moral’ Policing!
Arvind Narrain

Can loving someone get you into trouble? Does
society disapprove of forms of love and come down
heavily on those who love across the socially
sanctioned borders of gender, caste, class, religion
and sexuality? Does the enormous opposition to inter
- caste marriages signal something about how
central love is to politics?
We in Karnataka had to take these questions

According to the PUCL Fact Finding Team,
“We felt that the kind of incidents that were
coming to the surface, be it the attack on
women in the pub or attacks on anyone who
dared to cross religious boundaries and
interact, point to a new phase of communal
politics.”
seriously when we started observing that social
interaction between young people of different religions
was coming under attack. Today Mangalore is
globally notorious for having been the scene of an
unprecedented attack by Sri Ram Sena goons on
women who were going to a pub on the grounds that
women have no right to go to a pub as it was against
Indian culture.1
The Mangalore pub incident sent shock waves
through civil society in Karnataka as suddenly, it
dawned on large sections of the middle class what
the implications of the BJP rule was for women.
Following the Mangalore pub incident there was
enormous civil society mobilising against right wing
fundamentalist groups such as the Sri Ram Sena.
The People’s Union of Civil Liberties- Karnataka
placed the infamous pub attacks in the context of
what they called ‘cultural policing’. According to the
PUCL-K Fact Finding Team, ‘ We felt that the kind
of incidents that were coming to the surface, be it
the attack on women in the pub or attacks on anyone
who dared to cross religious boundaries and interact,
point to a new phase of communal politics. (See
Cultural Policing in Dakshina Kannada, www.pucl.org)
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The Report went on to observe that, ‘Hindus and
Muslims of different sexes are generally discouraged
from speaking to each other, leave alone allowed to
fall in love with each other. However, when these
strictures are imposed not only on boy-girl love affairs
or marriages but extend to interaction between
members of different religious communities; cultural
policing takes on a different dimension. Self styled
vigilant groups have begun to police social interactions
between members of different religious communities
such as boys and girls drinking juice together or
sitting together on a bus merely because they come
from different religious communities. Cultural policing
also targets women in particular and lays down norms
with respect to public spaces they can occupy and
the clothes which they can wear.

In an enormously successful campaign
thousands of pink chaddis from across the
world were collected and sent to Muthalik’s
office. It succeeded in mobilizing a completely
new constituency who was not previously
‘political’ and put a sense of fun back into the
campaign against fundamentalism.
Cultural policing according to the PUCL-K was
perpetrated by groups like the Bajrang Dal, Sri Ram
Sena, Hindu Jagran Vedike all of whom took the law
into their own hands and had no problems in vigilant
enforcement of their own moral code.
Even as activists were striving to grasp with the
meaning of this new form of communal politics,
fundamentalist groups such as the Sri Ram Sena
went on a new offensive. Pramod Muthalik, founder
of Sri Ram Sena, decreed that nobody should
celebrate Valentine’s Day and anyone found
celebrating Valentine’s Day would be forcibly married
off. The State Government of Karnataka’s shocking
silence in the face of this brazen threat to the
Constitutional order was deafening.
It was this new offensive which triggered a wave
of protests in Bangalore all centred on Valentine’s
15
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Day. An online group on social networking site, and banners which said, ‘ Love knows no barriers’.
Facebook, called ‘Consortium of Loose, Forward and ‘Love knows no religion’. ‘Love knows no gender’ in
Pub Going Women’ was formed and decided that a bid to reclaim the intimate act of love from the
rather than take Pramod Muthalik seriously, it would depredations of the fundamentalist forces. Other
be better to make fun of him by sending him ‘pink groups like the Karnada Sene joined this celebration
chaddis’. As their Facebook caption noted, ‘This and vigorously questioned the right of the Sri Ram
Valentine’s day send the Ram Sena a pink chaddi, Sene to police peoples’ right to love freely.
because chaddis are forever’. In less than a week
Very quickly the online campaign of ‘Loose
the campaign succeeded in enlisting over 50,000 Forward and Pub Going women’ spilled on the streets
members and showed the appeal of this ‘original with the ‘Defend the Right to Love’ campaign and
idea’. The symbolism of the chaddi both in terms of took on a more organised form with the formation of
ridiculing as well as pointing out to the RSS origins a group called ‘Fearless Karnataka’ to respond to
of Muthalik’s worldview was
the attacks on women in
We believe that the Pink Chaddi Campaign Bangalore. Bangalore
not lost on people.
In an enormously broke through the climate of fear for a few became the new centre of
successful
campaign moments and reached adults. Reasonable attacks with women being
thousands of pink chaddis adults who don’t take themselves too attacked on grounds of the
from across the world were seriously, who respect different ways of life, dress or behaviour being
collected and sent to who were looking for company in their against ‘Indian culture’.
Muthalik’s
office.
It miserable reasonableness.
Fearless
Karnataka
succeeded in mobilizing a
organized
public
completely new constituency who was not previously demonstrations in front of the Commissioner’s Office,
‘political’ and put a sense of fun back into the DGP’s Office and also organised a series of street
campaign against fundamentalism.
events to ‘take back the night’. The vigorous public
As Nisha Susan the initiator of the campaign said, protests seemed to have succeeded in stemming
‘“Our embryonic campaign has been compared to the tide of attacks in Bangalore and represented a
Myanmar’s Panties for Peace campaign, with the success of a campaign formed with a very specific
1970s mythical bra-burning, with Gandhigiri. The truth objective.
is that we were only thinking of a way to render absurd
If we look back at the rapid series of events what
the ever-bigger chaddiwala. What we have in common is striking is the almost spontaneous manner in
is that we dislike the ease with which right-wing which a completely new group of people came
groups have been infringing on fundamental rights. together to address this new form of terror. People
Isn’t our culture infused with ideas of tolerance and who were not previously linked to any form of politics,
respect for difference ? Living in India has now begun felt strongly enough to begin expressing their views.
to feel like being the only adult in a room full of violent, The Facebook group provided an initial momentum
overweight children. You never know what will offend to expressing both anger and disgust which quickly
someone and constantly live in fear... We believe that got transmuted into ground level action combating
the Pink Chaddi Campaign broke through this climate right wing fundamentalism. Political expression can
of fear for a few moments and reached adults. clearly take different forms and if we are open to
Reasonable adults who don’t take themselves too different forms of protest, it will enable the creation
seriously, who respect different ways of life, who were of new communities of concern.
¾
looking for company in their miserable
reasonableness.”
On Valentine’s Day itself another group which
Arvind Narrain is a lawyer and LGBT rights activist
called itself , ‘Defend the Right to love’ took to the and works with Alternative Law Forum, Bangalore
streets, wearing red t-shirts and bands, with placards
arvind@altlawforum.org
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Free Market and Right to Education cannot go together
Need for a Free, Equitable Quality Education to All Children of India

I

Sunil

ndia has got a new enthusiastic Human Resource stitutions have turned into shops of various brands,
Development minister, full of new ideas. In his en- standards, and categories. One can find a school
thusiasm, he did not care even to consult the states, according to one’s economic status. In this process
although education is still a subject in the concur- the government schools have been so neglected,
rent list of our constitution. His program for 100 days deliberately deprived and allowed to deteriorate that
includes several steps: Getting through the pend- now only the poorest parents send their children to
ing Right to Education Bill, to promote Public-Pri- them. That has further increased their isolation and
vate Partnership in education, to permit foreign edu- marginalization. No one in the power hierarchy has
cational institutions, to make 10th board examina- any stakes in their upkeep and proper management.
tion optional, to replace examination marks with This is a vicious circle and the present Bill strengthgrades, to conduct an all India examination for entry ens it, rather than breaking it.
Under the guidance of the World Bank and along
into the colleges, to provide an interest subsidy in
bank loans for professional courses for weaker sec- with its funded projects such as DPEP and Sarva
tions, etc. The government may also accept the Shiksha Abhiyan, the central and state governments
main recommendation of the Yashpal committee on have diluted the norms and deprived the government
higher education, that is, to replace, UGC, AITEC, schools of even minimum requirements. First of all,
they started literacy
MCI etc. with a
single, independent The Education Bill has no provision for ban on growing mission, non-formal
‘National Commis- privatization and commercialization of education. Educa- education and edusion for Higher Edu- tional institutions have turned into shops of various brands, cation guarantee
cation & Research’ standards, and categories. One can find a school accord- schools. It was a
on the pattern of ing to one’s economic status. In this process the govern- clever way of abdiElection Commisment schools have been so neglected and allowed to dete- cating from their constitutional responsision of India.
riorate that now only the poorest parents send their chil- bility of providing
Some of these
steps may be good dren to them. No one in the power hierarchy has any stakes school education to
and
well-inten- in their upkeep and proper management. This is a vicious all children of the
tioned. But others circle and the present Bill strengthens it, rather than break- country. Then, they
stopped appointare dangerous and ing it.
ment of proper, perneed a debate at
national level. Mr. Kapil Sibal gives the impression manent and trained teachers and started replacing
the education system and thus further take away them with para-teachers who are temporary, unthe nation from the long cherished goal of ‘education trained, under-qualified and underpaid. At the same
for all’. He wants to accelerate the ongoing process time, multi-grade teaching was introduced as a conof government’s withdrawal from the responsibility of cept. It meant that there will be schools with only
providing education, health, drinking water, etc. to two or three teachers where one teacher will teach
two, three, four or five classes at one time. Ordinary
all citizens of India.
poor children were thought not to deserve even one
properly trained teacher for one class. The Bill also
Farce of Right to Education
‘The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory does not ban the practice of deploying govt. teachEducation Bill’ is pending in the parliament for a long ers for non-teaching duties, which meant even higher
time. But in its present form, it takes away the right absence and lack of teachers in government
to education, rather than guaranteeing it. The Bill schools. Since private teachers are not deployed
has no provision for ban on growing privatization and for such duties, it meant further discrimination against
commercialization of education. The education mar- poor children, which are supposed to compete with
ket in India is growing day-by-day. Educational in- affluent private school children.
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17

18
Many of us, including those sitting in the govern- of a locality, irrespective of class, caste, religion or
ment, have assumed that the government school gender, will study in a common school, they will be
system cannot be reformed and rejuvenated. But, if the center of attention. Those in power cannot afthe goal is ‘education for all’, it can never be achieved ford to neglect them and their management and qualthrough private schools because of the simple fact ity will automatically improve. There is no other way
that a huge part of our population cannot afford to of educating all the children of India. Developed rich
pay their fees. Privatisation of education will only countries of the world have more or less adopted
widen the gap between haves and have-nots and will some kind of common school system, and only
deprive crores of children of proper quality educa- through this, they could educate their population. A
tion. There is no other way than the central and Right to Education Bill without a provision of comstate governments to come forward and take up the mon school system has no meaning.
There are other
responsibility. But,
rather than taking up If the goal is ‘education for all’, it can never be achieved serious lapses in
this challenge and through private schools because of the simple fact that a the Bill. It provides
improving
and huge part of our population cannot afford to pay their fees. for education to chilstrengthening gov- Privatisation of education will only widen the gap between dren of age 6 to 14
ernment education haves and have-nots and will deprive crores of children of (class 1 to 8) only.
system, they have proper quality education. Therefore, any talk of right to That means that the
done the opposite. education must be accompanied by sincere attempts to make majority of children
Of course, the numthe government education system meaningful, complete with will have no right to
education beyond
ber of schools has
all facilities, well funded and properly managed. If a gov- class 8. Pre-prigone up and the
gross enrolment is ernment is doing just the opposite and then talks about right mary education is
also claimed to have to education, it is nothing but a farce. A Right to Education also important. The
reached in the range Bill without a provision of common school system has no Bill presumes that
only rich privileged
of 90 to 95 per cent. meaning.
ones have the right
But, because of this
mismanagement, deprivation, low quality-improper- of going to KG 1, KG2, etc. The Bill in fact legitiboring education, maltreatment and poverty, there mizes the discrimination among the children from
is a high drop-out rate. Hardly half of the children the very beginning.
The Bill provides for 25% seats to be reserved in
are able to reach 8th class. Therefore, any talk of
right to education must be accompanied by sincere private schools for poor children. Their tuition fees
attempts to make the government education sys- will be paid by the government. But in private
tem meaningful, complete with all facilities, well schools, there are many other charges and expenfunded and properly managed. If a government is ditures (books, uniforms etc.) Will the poor families
doing just the opposite and then talks about right to be able to afford them? And will this solve the problem of education of poor children? At present there
education, it is nothing but a farce.
are around 19 crore children of school-going age in
the country. Around 4 crores are studying in private
Common School System is the Only Option
For providing education to all, it is necessary that schools. Even if it is assumed that they admit an
a common school system based on neighborhood additional 1 crore children from poor families, what
schooling must be adopted by enacting a law. It will happen to the remaining 14 crore children? They
means that all children belonging to a neighborhood will be further neglected and deprived. Similarly,
(a village or an urban neighborhood) will compulso- when the government opens Jawahar Navodaya
rily study in one single school only. No fees will be Vidyalayas, Kasturba Vidayalayas for Girls,
Schools of Excellence or it now intends to start
charged and all necessary facilities will be provided.
This will be the responsibility of the government and Model schools for poor meritorious students, the rest
all expenditures will be borne by it. Generally these of the poor children in large numbers get further neschools will be run by the government, but a few glected. In such a situation, it becomes hypocrisy
private schools run for charitable purposes (and not to talk of right to education for every child of the
profiteering) may be a part of it. When all children country.
18
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Free Trade of Education
as a barrier for ordinary students. It will also further
Actually, the government of India seems to be
fuel the growth of coaching industry and increase
committed to free trade in education and marching
the competition, fear, tension and frustration among
ahead in that direction. Public-private partnership
the youth.
(PPP) in education will mean in practice that the
precious prime land of old government educational
MNCs in Education
institutions in towns and metropolitan cities will be
Opening the doors for foreign universities and
grabbed byprivate parties for their own benefit. Or,
educational institutions is also a part of the neo /
under the new Model School scheme, the private
liberal agenda of free trade and government’s over
firms will profit with the help of public money. There
enthusiasm to carry forward GATS (General Agreehas been a flood of bogus, unrecognized and subment on Trade in Services) of WTO. It is wrong to
standard private schools, colleges and universities
expect that good and prestigious universities of the
in the last few years, which have deceived and looted
world are ready to enter India. In practice, low stanordinary people. Some of the private universities
dard, profit-oriented and many fly-by-night universiwere opened in two-three
ties and institutions will come
Market entertains only those who have
rooms. Many institutions have
and add to the loot and exploimoney and favors those who have more
been given the status of deemed
tation of Indian youth. It will not
money. Poor and penniless have no
university. A huge market for
be only an economic drain.
place in the market. Therefore, right
coaching and tuition classes has
Entry of foreign companies in
to education for every child and prodeveloped. Some of the coachIndian education will also ading institutes are earning crores. motion of market of education are con- versely affect the academic disThey give full-page advertise- tradictory to each other. Both cannot course, research, values, thinkments in national dailies, which go together.
ing and our culture. It will add
otherwise only automobile and
to the already existing unhealthy foreign dominance
mobile phone MNCs can afford. Day by day, eduand bias in the Indian mind which is a colonial herication is becoming expensive. It has become very
tage. Therefore, such moves should be resisted
difficult for ordinary parents to educate their chilwith full strength, by all of us.
dren and prepare them for competition. Doors are
shut for poor children.
Independent Commission and Privatisation
The solution offered for this problem is educaFull report of the Yashpal Committee is yet to
tion loans from banks for higher studies. Mr. Sibal
be made public. Its concern at the widespread rot
has in fact announced that the government will proin higher education in India is justified. Its criticism
vide interest subsidy for poor students. But banks
of the flood of deemed universities is also correct.
do not provide loans for coaching and school eduBut its suggestion of replacing UGC, AICTE, NCTE
cation. It is also not easy for ordinary and poor
etc. by an all-encompassing, autonomous and instudents to get these loans. A few years ago, the
dependent ‘Commission for Higher Education &
case of a Dalit girl Rajani in Kerala was in the news.
Research’ should be considered with caution. One,
She got a seat in an engineering college, but could
it is not clear in what way the new commission will
not get a bank loan and finally she committed suibe better than the existing ones and why can’t the
cide. In fact, frustration and suicides of youth will
existing UGC and other councils be reformed and
increase with the growth of market of education.
renovated. Two, many such ‘autonomous’ and inBut, blinded by the neo /liberal ideology, the govdependent commissions have come up in the last
ernment of India refuses to see this contradiction.
two decades in the sectors of power, water, insurMr Kapil Sibal is concerned at the growing tension
ance, telecommunication etc. They have come
of examinations in the children. But at the same
along with the moves of privatization, mostly at the
time, he has proposed an all India entrance examisuggestion of the World Bank. They are supposed
nation of admission into colleges, which will work
to be free of political influence, so that they remain
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aloof from people’s dissatisfaction and pressure. But
they promote very much the agenda of the World
Bank, MNCs and corporate world. They are actually
a means to bypass Indian democratic processes.
Whether the Yashpal committee means it or not, such
commissions in education may be used to promote
and legitimize the growing privatization of school and
higher education in India. It is also unfortunate that
Yashpal committee has not opposed in candid terms
the growing privatization of higher education and entry of foreign institutions.
Start a Nationwide Campaign
Making education a market commodity is not
acceptable. To discriminate among children in education, health, nutrition etc. is an uncivilized act.
The Indian constitution had directed the state to provide education to all children within 10 years. (see
directive principles). But six decades have passed
and the goal is still far away. This is an unpardonable crime that the governments of independent India have committed against the Indian people, the
nation and the constitution. The new measures will
further take us away from this goal. It is high time
that an all-India campaign be launched to pressurise
Government of India on the following points:1. Commercialisation and privatization of education and profiteering from education should be
stopped forthwith and all steps in this direction be
withdrawn.
2. Ban on the entry of foreign educational institutions.
3. All kinds of discrimination and disparity in
education should be abolished. Free, compulsory
and equitable education for all children based on
common school system should be immediately
adopted.
4. Proper, permanent and trained teachers
should be appointed in adequate numbers in government schools and given respectable salary. There
should be adequate provision of building, playground,
text books, kits, sports, laboratories, workshops,
hostels, scholarships etc. in the schools. Each and
every school should be brought to the level of Kendriya
Vidyalaya or Navodaya Vidyalaya.
5. Present Right to Education Bill should be
withdrawn and replaced by another Bill which fulfils
20

the above conditions. There should be nationwide
debate, discussion and public hearings on the draft
of the Bill.
6. Government should make available all necessary resources for education. As per the recommendation of the Kothari Commission and Tapas
Majumdar committee, at least 6% of the GDP should
be spent by the government on education.
7. The medium of instruction should be the
mother tongue. Continuing dominance of English in
education, administration and public life is a colonial heritage. It should be done away forthwith.
8. Present methods of instruction, teaching
and evaluation of the curriculum, continuing since
the days of Macaulay should be radically altered. It
is based on bookish knowledge, mugging, disrespect
for physical labour and skill, cut off from real life and
foreign influence. It should be remoulded according
to the needs of common men and the goal of creating a socialist, democratic and secular India as enshrined in our constitution. Education should be able
to develop the talents and capabilities hidden in each
and every child.
An ‘All India Right to Education Forum’ has been
formed in a national seminar on June 21-22 at
Hyderabad around similar demands and issues. All
India Samajwadi Adhyapak Sabha (Socialist Teachers Organisation) is also campaigning on the same
issues and plans to conclude its campaign at
Rajghat, New Delhi on October 25, 2009 with a huge
gathering.
Please take up programs on these issues and
demands in your units and locality. You can organize seminars, meetings, picketing, demonstrations, poster exhibitions. You can distribute pamphlets. You can also form ‘Right to Education Forum’ at local level by involving teachers, parents,
students, citizens and people’s organizations.
Please notice that this is the centenary year of
Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, the great socialist leader
who raised his voice for free and equitable education
almost 50 years ago. The best tribute to him is to
raise this voice again with our full might.
¾
Sunil is National President, Samajwadi Jan
Parishad, and works among adivasi communities of
Hoshangabad district of Madhya Pradesh.
tms_kesla@rediffmail.com
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Fishing for the Food Safety Net

The declaration of 246 districts in the country as

drought-hit couldn’t have come at a worse time for the
poor in India. Both the rural and urban poor have been
badly hit by the food crisis and the financial crisis.
Foodgrains and pulses have reached record prices in
the retail markets and despite high stocks with FCI,
government has not been able to stabilise food prices.
The Congress manifesto promised to usher in a
National Food Security Act (NFSA) if the UPA was elected
back to power and all indications are that the government is likely to come good on its promise. However,
there are also murmurs from within government that
the introduction of the Food Security Bill maybe delayed now because of the drought since the government will be caught up in drought relief work. Some
sections of government also want to take a minimalist
interpretation that the NFSA should restrict itself to the
provisioning of 25 kgs of food grains at Rs 3 per kg for
the people living below the poverty line.
However, this reasoning will defeat the very purpose of the NFSA. Firstly, Supreme Court orders in the
Right to Food Case mandate the government to provide 35 kgs of food grains. Any reduction in the quantity
of food grains will mean effectively a cut-back on the
rights that have been granted by the Supreme Court.
Secondly, a large number of states including Tamil
Nadu, Chhattisgarh, Andhra Pradesh and Orissa, already provide foodgrains at Rs 2 per kg. Surely a legislation that guarantees the Right to Food should not cut
down on existing entitlements. Lastly, the nutritional
norms of the Indian Council of Medical Research would
require the consumption of at least 70 kgs of food
grains for a family of five in addition to proteins (through
pulses) and other essential nutrients. This calls for an
expansion of the Public Distribution System for the provisioning of at least pulses and oil at subsidised rates
(as many states already do), rather than further reducing the entitlements of people.
The notion of providing these subsidised rations
only to people living below the poverty line also defies
logic. The Arjun Sengupta Committee had argued for
the extension of social security benefits to all individuals who subsist below an expenditure level of less
than Rs 20 per capita per day. Just 23% of families in
India have a consumption expenditure of more than
Rs 3,000 per month. It stands to reason therefore that
at the very least the benefits of the NFSA should be
extended to 77% of the families. The current poverty
line, worked out by the Planning Commission, which
classifies only 28 out of every 100 Indians as poor —
effectively a starvation line and much less of a poverty
line. There can also be an argument that if the government is going to expand the programme, it should conMovement of India è June - September, 2009
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sider a universalised Public Distribution System that
would allow every single resident of India to have access to the subsidised food grains because the costs
of targeting and the errors in identifying the right set of
beneficiaries will outweigh any benefits that a targeted
Public Distribution System will have. States such as
Tamil Nadu have operated a universal Public Distribution System for years while other states such as Andhra
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Orissa provide subsidised
foodgrains to more than 70% of their population using
state finances.
The NFSA also affords an opportunity to government
to strengthen all the existing food programmes such as
the Integrated Child Development Services, Mid-Day
Meal Scheme and Pension Schemes for old people,
widows and disabled and bring them under a single
legislation. Existing gaps in these programmes could
get plugged through design changes, additional components added to supplement them and better implementation startegies could be put in place.
The NFSA could also be used to create a new set of
food entitlements for very marginalised people who have
so far not figured on the radar of the policy makers.
These include single women, urban homeless, street
children, people with debilitating illnesses, de-notified
tribal communities and artisans. Despite the fact that
they are the poorest of the poor in the country, there is
not a single food scheme that specifically ensures their
Right to Food. Their needs should be centrestage in a
legislation on the Right to Food.
Similarly, the government still does not have any
comprehensive policy for people affected by disasters
and emergencies to help them cope and emerge out of
the crises. The drought of 2009 is another cruel reminder of the vulnerabilities faced by small and marginal farmers and agricultural labour. While addressing the specific threats to this section of the population
(80% of farmers in India are small and marginal farmers), will require a much longer-term intervention, provisioning of gratuitous relief under the NFSA will enable
them to cope with the crisis better.
The drought therefore should be seen less as an
impediment in the way of the enactment of the National
Food Security Act. On the contrary it should infuse a
sense of much greater urgency in the political class for
the passage of what could potentially be a historic piece
of legislation.
¾
Courtesy: The Financial Express, September 21,
2009

Biraj Patnaik is the Principal Advisor to the Commissioners of the Supreme Court in the Right to Food
Case

biraj.patnaik@gmail.com
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People Caught Between the State and Maoists in Lalgarh

I was in Kolkata recently. I was not able to get
to Lalgarh, which is off limits to outsiders, but I took
these interviews of two people who know about the
situation there. These observers have the impression
that this operation is intended to displace the tribals
and open up the area for industrial investment.
Robin Soren, reporter for Santhal and Bengali
newspaper Dish-Hodish had this to say:

If the local people had the power to protect the
forest it would have been preserved. When the
government became protector the corruption
started eating into the forest. The situation worsened after independence, the jungle started to
be cut down. Since that time our food security
has been impaired.
I went to the Lalgarh region in February 2009, to
the Chotopelia village. I talked to the men and women
there, and asked them, “Why did you start the
movement?” Tribals from many illages in the Jangal
Mohal (forested area in Purulia, Bankura and West
Medinipur districts of West Bengal) formed Gram
Raksha committees to protect themselves against
attacks from outside. Each committee had 5 men
and 5 women. They said that beginning 8 or 10 years
ago, when tribal youths would gather or sit around,
the police would come and take them away. Women
who went to the forest would be raped. Bono Kumar
Bakshi, 28 years old, of Narcha village told me: “I
was returning from Ramgarh hat (market) one evening
in 2000 by bicycle, when two police came and took
me to the thana. They said I was a Maoist suspect.
They beat me up, tied my penis with a rope, stretched
it on a table and smashed it with bricks and sticks.
When they finally let me go, because I did not know
anything about the Maoists, I went home and found
they had been there too, asking questions. I lost my
bicycle. Why will I not be in the andolan? If you go to
my village you will find many men like me, but the
women will not say that they have been raped.”
Sunil Mahato of Chotopelia village owns a bicycle
repair shop at Boropelia junction. One evening in 2005
he was late in closing his shop. The police took him
away saying that Maoists meet and organize in his
shop. They hung him by his ankles and beat him so
much, then handed him in a half-dead state to his
family. He has partially lost his sight. He is 35 years
old.
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Sraboni Soren, head coordinator of the women,
said that she was never assaulted, but many times
has been cursed in foul language by the police. “They
don’t see us as humans.” This andolan is about dignity, a demand by us adivasis that we be treated by
the state as human beings.
Dhirendranath Baskey, described as the
Vidyasagar of the Santhals, resigned from the
Santhal Academy and from his role as advisor for
the government newsletter Paschim Bangla to protest Lalgarh. He said:
I was an advisor to the West Bengal government.
When they torture adivasis, I too am responsible,
being an advisor. My relatives and friends in the villages will think I am involved. Why should that be? I
did not want these actions! Why should this bad
name come to me? So I resigned.
Lalgarh problem will not be over so fast. The
people have been removed from their homes in order
to claim the land. To take the land you have to displace the adivasis of the Jangal Mohal. The Santhal,
Lodha, Sabar, all of them. All the men have left home
and are hiding with relatives. You ask me what they
are eating, how can I explain that? Even when things
are normal people die of starvation.

Last 10 years we have had assaults on villagers in the name of looking for Maoists. Police
torture is creating new Maoists.
Maoists are there but the people are not so connected to them. The Maoists help adivasis with legal and other advice, write letters for them and help
them deal with the government. Not so many Maoists
are from among the villagers, they are mostly outsiders. They don’t live in the villages but in the forests. Villagers call them forest people.
I was born in 1930, in Bhimpur village 5 miles
from Lalgarh town. We lived in comfort. Huge bel fruit
the size of your head, you eat one and your stomach is filled. Alu (tubers) of different kinds. Nobody
was allowed to cut a medicinal plant,
a horitokior amla or bahera tree. The canals
and dobas (small ponds) had many fish. The sarkar
came and cleaned out the forest.
If the local people had the power to protect the
forest it would have been preserved. When the government became protector the corruption started
eating into the forest. The situation worsened after independence, the jungle started Page 55...
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On the Birth Centenary of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
Saptkranti : Call of the Hour
The birth centenary of Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
began on March 23, 2009. So far socialists across
the country have prepared a program by constituting committees for Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia’s birth
centenary in 15 states of the country. It is likely that
the most of the discussion will be focused on the
theory of Saptkranti (Seven revolutions). In his life,
Dr. Lohia had given a number of moral statements
and programs, but the theory of Saptkranti was discussed widely. When Loknayak Jayprakash
Narayana made a call for Sampoorna Kranti (the total
revolution) and when he was asked what he meant
by Samoorna Kranti, he said it was intended to be
the Saptkranti expounded by Dr. Lohia.

O

n 26th June 1962, Dr. Lohia expounded the
Saptkranti theory in Nainital. He said the 20th century has two characteristics: first, it is the most ruthless era of the world; and second, the extent no era
has fought against injustice as this era did. This era,
on the one side, has steered cruelty to a larger extent, and on the other side, it created the desire for
justice also. He mentioned about the killings of 60
lakh people in Congo and massacre of 50 lakh Jews
by Hitler.
This slaughtering has not stopped even today.
Iraq and Afghanistan were destroyed by US bombarding, as once Japan was ruined in the Second
World War. The only difference was the use of nonnuclear bombs in Iraq and Afghanistan, while atom
bombs were used in Japan. Even today the killing of
innocent people in Gaza by Israel is going on. There
are continuous deaths by ethnic violence in many
African countries. This kind of violence is noticeable
from Chechenya (Russia) to Lhasa (Tibet).
Lohia regarded the divide of rich and poor as the
first issue of his revolution. He said that there are at
least 10 lakhs hierarchies in terms of income and
social respect in the Indian society. Here, the downtrodden are satisfied merely by the fact that someone exists who is more deprived than them. He had
said that the common man, that is the poor of this
country will not understand revolution or equity rather
will regard the politics of lip and tip service. If this is
the case, then this world can never be changed. But,
as the time passes people are bound to see the
other side of the coin. He raised the issue of global
and national inequality. An average American produces 14.000 Rupees every year where as an InMovement of India è June - September, 2009
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dian produces just 400 Rupees. He highlighted inequality in the cost, agricultural value, factory produce and rights.
He always quoted two economists in his
speeches. Adam Smith had given the theory that in
a country, yield is increased by the division of wages.
Just like that on a global scale, yield is increased by
division of labor. Every country specializes in some
sort of work but when any two start exchanging the
work, both benefit from it. Dr. Lohia said that this
theory had a flaw because it benefits developed countries and harms underdeveloped or undeveloped countries. He rejected this theory. Dr. Lohia commented
on the theory of famous economist Keynes that international trade is profitable for this world only when
there is no unemployment and complete employment
in every country. Lohia said that it is not sufficient to
just say that unemployment must not be there. Rather,
it is imperative that employment must be such that
delivers almost the same yield. He explained this as
follows: to produce the commodity of value ten billion Rupees, if an average English, German or US
citizen works for ten crore or ten billion hours, then
an Indian works ten billion to fifteen billion hours for
this. Although, the value of international trade remains
same for all, but the exchange happens between one
hour labour and ten hours. People who say that the
Indian, Chinese, Sri Lankan or South American work
less is wrong. We work more. After all which Englishman works more than an ordinary Indian rickshaw puller? The fact is that, there labor is more
systematic.
He said that labor division theory of Adam Smith
or global labor division on the basis of complete employment as propounded by Keynes was humanistic but it favored the British. Similarly, the theory of
international trade benefiting all will only be success
if the yield of labor in every country will be almost the
same, calculated not in monetary terms but according to hours of work in a country.
Speaking on national inequality, he drew the contrast between 50 paisa earning of an agricultural labor and one lakh of Birla per day. Twenty five to thirty
thousand Rupees is daily wasted on this country’s
Prime Minister. He said that nowhere has been such
a strong leap forward in inequality as in India. He
said that in Russia and US, inequality between the
income of primary teacher and a University teacher
is at most three times which means a daily differ23
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ence of 70-200 Rupees. But, here a primary teacher
gets two rupees daily where as a vice chancellor of
a University gets around 200 rupees daily.
Today we find that the value earned by a farmer
of this country by virtue of rates fixed through price
commission is thirty rupees only, whereas a lowest
central government employee earns daily three hundred and twenty five rupees after the sixth pay commission recommendations followed. We find a stark
contrast between 70 crore people who earn 20 rupees per day on the one hand and Ambani family
having assets of five lakh crore rupees which earns
one lakh rupees per second. There are numerous
violent and non-violent struggles against national and
global inequality today and they were present in
those times also. Dr. Lohia had said that in the next
five years, the struggle between rich and the poor
will take a critical turn. It has to be examined that
this struggle has reached at which stage today? UN
has prepared millennium development goals. World
Bank is also running various programs in the name
of poverty eradication. We are being shown that the
World Trade Organization will remove poverty through
free trade, but reality is that the capital accumulation is much more than ever in this world today.
World’s half of the resources are in the hands of
Fortune 500 companies. But the fight against poverty has not reached its goal even today. Deepening
inequality has become a critical question today in
this world.
Lohia regarded the injustice laid down by the upper
castes on the lower as an important issue. He said
that the class is a compartmentalized form of caste
whereas caste is the class made flexible. Speaking
about the worker’s increased wages in Europe, he
said that despite the increased wages and better
living conditions, the ratio of contribution in the national produce between workers and the executives
is unchanged. Flexible caste or class is present
throughout the world. Dr. Lohia aimed at eradicating
the rotten caste system. Dr. Lohia had also shown
his commitment in this direction which is reflected
in the correspondence between him and Dr. Baba
Saheb Ambedkar between 1955-1957. He also gave
his views on the formation of Republican Party of
India and policies-programs of Akhil Bhartiya
Pariganit Jaati Sangh before that. On the untimely
death of Dr. Ambedkar, he wrote a letter to Madhu
Limaye saying that Dr. Ambedkar was a great figure
for him in the Indian politics and was equal to any
great upper caste Hindu after Gandhi. Dr. Ambedkar
was a scholar. He was courageous, free minded and
was a stable personality. He could have been shown
as the icon of India’s strength to outside world. He
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said, “I want that India’s lower caste people think
about the last four decades politics rationally. I would
like that they regard Dr. Ambedkar as their icon of
respect and learning, ignore his vices and accept
his free mindedness, and regard him not only as the
leaders of Harijans but as a statesman of the whole
country”. But this never happened. Ambedkarite organizations limited him as the leader of Dalits, not
as the leader of India.
Dr. Lohia said in his speech on Saptkranti that
just as the inequality between the rich and the poor
serves as the basis of all kinds of injustice, similarly
we must see the inequality between men and
women. Just as the poor wants lip and tip service
not equality, so the women of this country only aspire for ornaments, not the genuine equity. He said
that the natural inequality against women can be
removed by ways if they are given more opportunity.
This applies to women as well- the lower castes
amongst women, Shudra, Harijan, tribals, muslims
and christians cannot progress without providing them
special avenues and options.
Dr. Lohia said that any kind of inequality cannot
be removed without eradicating the gender inequality. This can be made possible only if the women
are given more opportunity organizationally. As far
as the Harijans and tribals are concerned, I feel that
after thirty-forty years of special concession to them,
it will have to be scrapped. But we must understand
what we mean by special opportunity. All parties
regard qualification over special opportunity.
Samajwadi Party treats opportunity over
qualification.It says that first give opportunity, then
simultaneously acquire qualification.
Lohia brought the question of women reservation
into the agenda of Indian polity. After that 33% reservation for women in local body elections were also
arranged. The follower of Lohia and Chief Minister of
Bihar Nitish Kumar has raised this percentage to
50%. But, this provision has not yet been implemented in Legislative Assemblies and Lok Sabha
because women reservation bill is still pending. Parties like Samajwadi Party, Rashtriya Janta Dal, Lok
Jan Shakti Party and its leaders have raised the
question of 33% reservation for backward castes due
to which women reservation bill is in air. It must be
asked that on the occasion of Lohia’s centenary year,
will the socialist leader take this opportunity to get
the bill passed with some amendments as their collective responsibility after the new parliament sits.
Lohia had included the issue of apartheid also in
Saptkranti. He said that the European whites have
ruled on the institutions for last 300-400 years, which
is why they are treated as beautiful and wise. He
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said that beauty has become synonymous to whiteness. The people who rule and have money are regarded by writers and poets. This mockery is continued since last 40 to 50 years. In Florida or London always a white girl is chosen the beauty queen.
But in the next 20-25 years, blacks will also be
chosen. Dr. Lohia’s words are now true today. In
the last few years, we have seen beauty queens
like Rita Faria, Yukta Mukhi, Diana Hayden,
Sushmita Sen, Aishwarya Rai, Lara Dutta etc.
After Lohia, much has changed in this world,
apartheid is now no more in South Africa. Even Dr.
Lohia had experienced this distinction based on
color when he visited US. He was not allowed entry
in Jackson’s Mauritius Cafeteria restaurant on 27
May, 1964 and was arrested. US administration had
to apologize for this arrest afterwards. Today, US
have chosen a black president Mr. Obama. Dr.
Lohia’s campaign against apartheid through
Satyagraha has reached a logical stage. It is the
same thing as Gandhi’s struggle against apartheid
through Satyagraha and when the British left this
country, this was regarded as Gandhi’s achievement in Satyagraha. Similarly, Lohia’s followers see
Mr. Obama as the achievement of their leader and
his ideology.
Dr. Lohia included the campaign against nuclear
bomb in Saptkranti. Not only he regarded nuclear
bomb as threat, but wanted to create a public awareness against smaller ammunitions like swords and
pistols also. He said that this awareness cannot be
created until we hold the power of truth i.e.
Satyagraha in our hands. He said that if people develop the habit of asserting truth, it will help save
this civilization. This directly relates to empowering
truth and rationality. The people who believe in arms
always assert their individual truth on their force
only. The power of nuclear bomb, sword or a pistol
destroys rationality. Therefore he said that the rationality must be empowered such as to face the
violence non-violently. It is the force which says that
“We will neither obey you nor attack.” He termed
this concept as civil disobedience.
Today we see an arms race in this world. After
the end of cold war era between Russia and US,
arms manufacturer nations are engaged in developing destructive weapons and pose themselves as
ambassadors of peace throughout the world. US
first destroyed Afghanistan and Iraq by dropping
bombs and using weapons. Now the US and European companies are engaged again in loot in the
name of reconstruction. Same is being repeated in
Gaza. We can easily see the effect on developMovement of India è June - September, 2009

ment programs in the Indian subcontinent due to
the arms race between India and Pakistan. India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh should strive for creating
a larger unison, but they they are ready to increase
mutual hostility. Chinese government has recently
increased its budget allocation on defence to 20
percent which means the arms race will become
three times. In a situation where India has done a
nuclear deal with US and has become a member of
the nuclear club, nuclear hostility and tension seem
to remain at the same level. Therefore embargo on
arms race propounded by Dr. Lohia is very much
relevant in today’s context nationally and globally
for the survival of human being.
Dr. Lohia also said that there must be some space
in the life where there is no role of state, government, organization and clan. He said that the state
and political parties deprive our lives just like we
lose our land. He was of the view that political parties and government has no role to play in the personal matters relating to lifestyle and marriages, etc.
He said that mercy killing is an issue which must
be thought upon, specially in those diseases that
thrive for years and years, not a few days. This not
only affects the affected, but the family as well. He
was of the view that each and every person must
have the right to suicide.
Many countries have legalized mercy killing.
Various organizations in Japan and other countries
are working on the issue of mercy killing. Consent
is being formed that the private life must remain out
of the purview of government and party, but no such
legislation has yet been constituted.
The seven forms of injustice that Dr. Lohia has
mentioned in his Saptkranti are relevant even today.
In Dr. Lohia’s words, “Seven revolutions are simultaneously going on in this world. We must try to unify
them in our country also so that the people can stand
against injustice and form a new world and society
which is filled with inner and physical peace. I do
not claim that this society will guarantee complete
equity. This is a utopia, an ideal, an ambition which
ought to be achieved”.
For the socialists celebrating Dr. Ram Manohar
Lohia’s birth centenary, the primary goal must be to
sharpen the struggles against all seven forms of injustice.
¾
Dr. Sunilam is Member, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia
Birth Centenary Celebrations Committee, two time
MLA and General Secretary of Samajwadi Party, and
leader of Madhya Pradesh Kisan Sangharsh Samiti.
sunilam_swp@yahoo.com
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Sri Lanka: What Lies Ahead?

M

uch has been said about the conflict in Sri Lanka
and the recent military ‘victory’. The history of the conflict
and the causes for the ethnic strife in itself remain unresolved, as is the very nature of military ‘victories’1 .
We are now looking at an internally displaced population of over 3 lakhs; a Sinhala fascist president and
government who are investing immensely in creating
and sustaining a triumphalism among the Sinhala
people of Southern Sri Lanka; and absolutely no voices
that are allowed to exist freely who speak of the basic
rights of the affected people, their self-determination or

The Indian government, which ran the Sri
Lankan government’s war against its own
people, is now on an unhindered path to ‘rebuilding’ the small island nation with SEZs and
flyovers in war affected areas on the land of
those who are now languishing in the camps.
just any form of reason. Members of civil society/organizations and journalists who speak against government policies are reprimanded either physically or
through the machinery of the law on a regular basis.
They continue to speak up risking no less than their
lives. Scores of Tamil and Muslim people around the
country live lives of fear knowing fully well that this government is not concerned with their and any statement
to the contrary is a sham. Hundreds of Sinhala people
live lives either in a make believe triumphalism in the
belief that this ‘victory’ will solve their long-standing economic problems or in fear of not being ‘sinhala enough’.
Certain other communities like the plantation Tamils
remain ignored as they always have been.
What can then be said about this rather bleak picture? First, the camps in which many are to spend a
number of years to come are in shambles. There are
no basic facilities and various diseases spread in a
situation where the medical care is abysmal. The recent rains took many lives as has starvation over the
past few months. The government paints a false picture of the camps to the rest of the world and mostly
seems to get away with it. The people in the camps are
kept confined within the camp and are allowed hardly
any mobility even to visit family in other camps or sometimes a different part of the same camp. These issues
are concrete and are being raised by local activists on a
daily basis. These activists could do with some substantial support from the world over and that’s not as
forthcoming as it should be by now.
Second, it is imperative that the violent curbing of
freedom of the press and civil society by the Sri Lankan
government be addressed and challenged in no un26
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certain terms and such a trend is one that will tarnish
political cultures not just in Sri Lanka but in the region
on the whole. The sentencing for 20 years of senior
journalist J.S.Tissanayagam under various provisions
of laws relating to ‘terrorism’ and ‘the emergency’ is
essentially a sentence for speaking against the government2 .
Third, the Indian government, which ran the Sri
Lankan government’s war against its own people, is
now on an unhindered path to ‘rebuilding’ the small
island nation with SEZs and flyovers in war affected areas on the land of those who are now languishing in the
camps. Many eager Indians constantly thinking and talking about the Sri Lankan issues, our friends in Tamilnadu
being a case in point, have not bothered to and still
haven’t shown any indication of effectively challenging
all or some parts of the role of the Indian government
and Indian companies. Next time we use oil in this country with the name of NTPCL (The Indian government
supported oil company), we should remember that it is
oil brought out from the heart of the land that belongs to
the people in Trinconamalee District in Eastern Sri Lanka
which has now been sold by the Sri Lankan Government to the Indian Government to set up an SEZ3 .
Finally, this might be an opportunity to initiate some
sort of a reasonable and yet uncompromising conversation on the rights of northern and eastern Tamil, Muslim and plantation Tamil people’s rights in Sri Lanka.
These communities, who have been historically oppressed, need to be assured their rights. For this, years
of history of the ethnic strife has to be acknowledged,
the limitations and the damages caused by the nature
of this struggle analysed and newer forms of articulations be evolved. The flip side of this would be that the
real issues of many people in the South such as lack of
jobs and poverty can then be effectively addressed instead of all the resources of this small nation being
invested in the ‘War against Terror’. For all of this of
course, there is a need for a space with some semblance of basic freedom of expression, a close to impossibility with a fascist government. While all the above
issues are being spoken about by local activists on a
daily basis; as we support their work as much as possible we also need to think of effective means as a
broader South Asian and international community to
counter this governments rule and expose all the violations engineered by this government with the support of
the Indian government. Without such firm measures, it
looks least likely that we may expect substantial change
in the situation of the people of Sri Lanka.
¾
Ponni Arasu is an activist and researcher who works
on a range of issues including the conflict in Sri Lanka.
mailponni@gmail.com
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Manmohan Singh Breaks New Path in Indo-Pak Relations

T

he worst fears of some of us have now been confirmed. Pakistani society, politicians and media has
always been talking about the involvement of Indian
intelligence agency RAW in fomenting trouble inside
Pakistan. First it was in Sindh, particularly in Karachi.
Now people say there is no doubt about Indian involvement in Balochistan and some say that RAW is also
supporting Baitullah Mehsud in NWFP. Questions are

Even if there is supply of money from Saudi
Arabia or somewhere or plenty of drug trafficking money is available, and there are youth
from central Asia, southern Punjab (Pakistani)
and elsewhere ready to be trained as jehadis,
who is providing them the training in use of
modern methods of warfare? Is CIA playing
a double game? Peace in the area would make
the justification of US military presence in the
region untenable. It is no secret that US wants
to be involved not only in the Af-Pak region
but also in Kashmir.
being raised on unusually high number of Consulate
offices opened by India in Afghanistan. The involvement
of CIA and Mossad is also not ruled out. There is a
speculation that Baitullah Mehsud could not have survived for so long since the US drone attacks began if it
was not for the support of one or more of foreign intelligence agencies and/or military help.
Asif Ali Zardari has now openly admitted that the
Talibans are creation of Pakistan. The terror that Pakistan exported has now come back to it. Until it was
limited to NWFP it was not seen as a major problem.
But now that it has the potential of taking over
Islamabad, Rawalpindi and Lahore even the military
and intelligence which were not too keen on taking on
the home grown terrorists have been forced, partly because of US pressure but primarily due to threat it poses
to them, reluctantly but decisively to come around to
confront them. When Zardari makes a bold statement
he obviously has the approval of military and intelligence.
The terrorist groups in Af-Pak region whether alQaeda, Taliban or Lashkar-e-Toiba were propped up
by the US and Pakistani governments. They received
arms & ammunition, money and training from military
professionals. The association of terrorist groups with
Pakistani government during the military regime was
so close that some former military officials are part of
Movement of India è June - September, 2009
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terrorist set ups and terrorists have infiltrated the Pakistani establishment. One reason why the governments,
whether Punjab or Federal, in Pakistan is reluctant to
take action against Hafiz Saeed, the LeT founder, is that
he can become a cause of much embarrassment for
the establishment there if he decides to open his mouth.
But the question is after the present Pakistani establishment has made up its mind to confront the terrorist groups and US has relentlessly pursued the terrorists even going to the extent of launching attacks inside
the sovereign territory of Pakistan, how are the terrorists
holding fort? One would assume that the lot which was
trained to fight the Russians would be old enough to be
combatants now. So, even if there is supply of money
from Saudi Arabia or somewhere or plenty of drug trafficking money is available, and there are youth from central Asia, southern Punjab (Pakistani) and from all around
the world ready to be trained as jehadis who is providing them the training in use of modern methods of warfare? Is CIA playing a double game? Peace in the area
would make the justification of US military presence in
the region untenable. And it is no secret that US wants
to be involved not only in the Af-Pak region but also in
Kashmir. We’re not talking about George Bush. We’re
talking about Barack Obama. Even before Obama’a vic-

What would be disturbing for most educated
self-righteous middle class Indians, who have
always seen India as a peaceful country and
Pakistan as source of all trouble, is the revelation that India could have a role in instigating
violence inside Pakistan. The joint bilateral
statement issued from Sharm-el-Sheikh has
reference to Pakistan having information on
threats to Balochistan. Pakistan sees it as diplomatic victory. The response in India is that
of shock, especially from the hawks. But Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh has displayed rare
courage and insight in saying that he is willing
to discuss any issue with Pakistan.
tory results became public he had already announced
his intention of appointing a Kashmir aide. Why on earth
is an uninitiated US President interested more in Kashmir than his own country?
But what would be disturbing for most educated selfrighteous middle class Indians, who have always seen
India as a peaceful country and Pakistan as source of
all trouble, is the revelation that India could
Page 29...
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A T Babu’s Martyrdom:
Experience of Anti-Liquor Movement in Karnataka

A

lthaar Tejappa Babu, known as Babanna to his
admirers, was born in Althaar, a small village near Udupi
in the Western Coastal Region of Karnataka. His father,
Tejappa, a Bunt by Community, was a humble do-gooder
in the village. A T Babu was a coordinator of NAPM,
Karnataka Unit.
A T Babu came to Bangalore to eke out a living and
started a small Hotel. He found many children in the
slums were not attending schools due to poverty. The
lurking activist in him found an expression in starting
schools for the poor.
A number of poor women started approaching him
for help as their husbands were addicted to alcoholism
and lives of the families and children were in ruins.
Education of their children was taken care by his
schools. But their livelihoods were a question mark.
Babu with active support of his wife Smitha organized
number of self-help groups and arranged training
programmes in various skills so that these women can
start tiny self-employment units. But alcoholism still remained a stumbling block to make further progress in
their lives.
Babu deeply pondered over this crisis. He was disturbed by the reality of life behind the glitter and glamour
of the fast growing city of Bangalore. He shared his
concern and anxiety with close friends and prominent
citizens including Gandhians. The Sarva
Kshemabhivridhi Sangha (organization for welfare of
all) founded by him earlier to address the problems of
the poor took up the issue of closure of all arrack (a
country liquor mixed with spirits) shops in the state of
Karnataka. Strict adherence of the provisions of
Karnataka Abkari Act in regulating the functioning of
Indian made foreign liquor shops was also raised
along with closure of arrack shops.
Karnataka Madyapana Virodhi Andolan Samithi
(Karnataka Anti Liquor Movement) emerged as popular
movement as an offshoot of the Sangha. Men and
women from all starta of society rallied around this
movement and it spread all over Karnataka.
The Ministers in the Government including the Chief
Minister could not travel freely in the state. Women, men
and children blocked their vehicles at various places.
The Ministers were pleading for time as huge income
of the State came from this business.
The anti-liquor activists answered back squarely.
Why can’t the Government tax the growing community
of rich people who were responsible for the boom in
luxury consumer goods in the state? Why can’t the Government plug prevent tax evasion that far exceeded the
income from liquor business? And what about expenses
28
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of the Government in hospitals in treating sick alcoholics? Above all, what is the cost of the ruin that families
and children of alcoholics end up with? Hundreds of
people have been dying year after year due to consumption of spurious liquor. What is the cost of the same?
The criminal-corrupt police and politician nexus was
stunned under the impact of all pervading mass
struggle. Babu had to confront this all powerful nexus.
He braved attacks including attempt on his life several
times. But Babu was unstoppable. His courage, determination, doggedness, and unflinching faith in the
cause of the poor were unparalleled.
Ultimately, in early 2007 the BJP-JDS Government
closed down Arrack shops all over the state of
Karnataka. This was a great victory for the people’s
movements.
In the meanwhile, the anti-liquor movement became
a partner in the NAPM, Karnataka. A T Babu was natural
choice to become Karnataka state coordinator of NAPM
at the Vth Conference of NAPM held at Bangalore in
2007.
One phase of the struggle was over and another
phase began, as is the case with all people’s struggles.
After the closure of Arrack shops, production and sale
of illicit Arrack were confronting the movement.
As a part of the continuing campaign to prevent illicit Arrack sale, on 21st July, 2008 Babu was traveling
from Bangalore to Mandy/Mysore along with Sister Celia
and another woman activist in a Maruti Omni van to
attend meetings arranged by Sunanda Jayaram, the
leader of Karnataka Farmers Union. Near
Ramnagaram town, on Bangalore Mysore highway, two
motorbikes stopped his Maruti Omni. Even before anyone in the Omni could realize what was happening, a
group of rowdies pounced on Babu and hacked him to
death. Babu lived his words in his death at the age of
53.
As a mark of respect to him and dire need of continuing the peoples struggle a popular kannada TV
channel (Kasturi) produced a two-hour long documentary film and exhibited the same widely during last week
of September 2009. Earlier, in July 2009, a massive
programme was organized at Bangalore. Prominent
citizens from different walks of life participated in the
same and extended solidarity and support in continuing anti-liquor struggle left behind by Babu. Smt. Smitha,
Babu”s wife, is now at the forefront of the ongoing
struggle.
¾
C.Balakrishnan has been a trade union activist and is
currently a member of NAPM, Karnataka.

balk@sify.com
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G Narendranath is no more: A Salute from NAPM
It is with a very heavy heart that we have to announce
the passing away of our dear friend and comrade G
Narendranath who passed away at 12.30 pm on 5th
July 2009. Aged only 55 years and battling brain tumour
his last 3 months had been a struggle he went through
with tremendous fortitude.
Uma Shankari and his daughters Samyuktha and
Lakshmi have also been known to NAPM and other
activists across the country.
He had dedicated himself to the cause of People’s
Movements, the quest for alternatives, especially organic farming, promoting biodiversity and organising
farm workers for the last 25 years after he resigned his
comfortable bank job. He personified the values of
Samata, Sadagi, Swavalamban, and though the son of
an IAS officer he chose to live the life of an ordinary
farmer in his village Venkataramapuram (Dist. Chittoor)
He was actively involved in civil rights movements
in Andhra Pradesh and was the Vice President of HRF
until his last breath. A founding member of NAPM, he
worked hard for the development of NAPM in Andhra
Pradesh. Naren inspired many a movement in Andhra
Pradesh, living as role model to farmers’ struggles,
agricultural workers and those engaged in the struggle
against untouchability. He undertook foot marches to
every nook and corner of Chittoor district,
From 27...

His leadership for the Bhu Samskranala
Karyacharana Udyamam (Forum for Land Reforms) in
Chittoor district has brought a lot of organizations together for the implementation of landforms in the district, distributing thousands of acres of land to landless
poor. He led the farmers movement against the electricity charges in Chittoor district which resulted in the
sanction of free electrify to the farmers in Andhra
Pradesh. Narendranath wrote a number articles and
books on farmers and workers’ problems both in Telugu
and English.
He was actively involved in all campaigns against
displacement in Andhra Pradesh such as in the
Srisailam and Nagarjuna Sagar dams in late seventies
as also the current struggle against the Polavaram dam,
SEZ struggles in Nellore, Chittoor and East Godavari
districts.
NAPM is proud to have had him as one of our comrades and we shall dearly miss him. We trust Umaji,
Samyuktha, Lakshmi have the strength to withstand this
terrible tragedy.
¾
Chennaiah, Medha, Anand, Gabriele, Sanjay, Mukta,
Suniti, Celia, Sudhir, Hussain, Rajendra Ravi, Sandeep,
Ajit

Manmohan Singh Breaks New Path in Indo-Pak Relations

have a role in instigating violence inside Pakistan. The
joint bilateral statement issued from Sharm-el-Sheikh
has reference to Pakistan having information on threats
to Balochistan. Pakistan sees it as diplomatic victory.
The response in India is that of shock, especially from
the hawks. But Prime Minister Manmohan Singh has
displayed rare courage and insight in saying that he is
willing to discuss any issue with Pakistan. He has also
encouraged Pakistan to take action against perpetrators of November 26, 2008, incident in Mumbai without
linking it to resumption of composite dialogue. As a
leader of the senior and bigger nation only he could
have been expected to be magnanimous. And he has
lived up to his role. He has breached the parochial
approach which constrains progress on India-Pakistan
official relations.
Manmohan Singh has merely acknowledged something which is common knowledge in Pakistan. But
Pakistan will have to provide concrete proof of RAW’s
involvement in Balochistan or elsewhere in Pakistan
just like India has done in the case of Mumbai incident.
But this is only a trivial matter. It is an open secret that
ISI and RAW have been working at cross purposes.
What Manmohan Singh has achieved as a statesman is that he has set out to define a new paradigm in
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which India-Pakistan relations will be discussed. For
the first time in the history of the two nations he has laid
the grounds for India and Pakistan to work together to
solve the common problems, including that of terrorism. The US has already given an indication of this by
asking India to provide help to Pakistan. And why not? If
India can develop close ties with Afghanistan and provide financial help to it and Pakistan can derive help
from the US, India and Pakistan, if they can shed their
historical baggage, can cooperate as friendly
neighbours. Pakistan, where receiving US aid is a government policy now, can enjoy a more democratic relationship with India. Can we conceive of RAW and ISI
working together, like both of them have a working relationship with CIA, to root out terrorism from the region?
Pakistan, being the smaller and more insecure of the
two nations, would warn up to India only if it feels comfortable. The long adversarial relationship between the
two has dried up all the trust. Manmohan Singh has
certainly made Yousuf Raza Gilani and Pakistan feel
that they can do business with India.
¾
Sandeep Pandey is a peace activist and National
Convener, NAPM. He wrote this piece after returning
from a week long trip to Pakistan in July, 2009.
ashaashram@yahoo.com
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Advocate N.S. Kale - The passing away of a mountain
What remains at the end? Not our flesh or bones,
surely. The fire claims that and the grave. Not the money
in our bank accounts or our insurance policies. Not
even the homes we inhabit and leave behind, although
it is true that our presence lingers there, the air still
dense with our conversation, the chair we leaned
against, the glass door ajar, waiting for someone who
will not come now. Perhaps the only imprint people leave
behind is the texture of their sensibility, their humanity,
the experience they leave with other people of their having known a very different man.
Senior Advocate N.S. Kale of the M.P. High Court
passed away in early April 2009 in in Bangalore. He
was 80 years old. One of the foremost lawyers in the
M.P. High Court with a deep knowledge of all aspects of
law, he had a very successful practice, and had been
erstwhile president of the Bar Council.
It was in July 2004 that we first met Kale Sir. The
town of Harsud, in the submergence of the Indira Sagar
dam, had just been broken. Overnight on the 30th of
June, its people had been compelled by the Government to break with their own hands, the homes that they
had built with years of effort, and leave. The long line of
tractors and trucks and ramshackle bullock carts trickling out of Harsud, with remnants of homes, cycles,
cows and charpois slung over their sides, stopped at
the barren hills of Chanera, where a badly undulating
terrain and some empty plots awaited them. In the acres
of waste-land, there was no source of drinking water
and with the monsoon at hand, no shelter from the rain
or sun. That evening, we went to visit Kale Sir with his
two clients - residents of Harsud who were determined
to fight for their rights. He spoke to us for almost three
hours. Over the next year, as the legal counsel for the
petitioners of Harsud, he was able to secure some badly
needed relief for them - drinking water facility and sanitation arrangements, allotment of house-plots, payment
of overdue compensation.
The day when we first met him in 2004, he had been
elected the President of the Bar Association. For many,
this would have been a stepping stone for further posts,
accolades, positions. But that was not what he chose.
Never self-seeking about money or power, he was cautious about even praise or regard. Beware of praise he
would warn us - it will erode you as a person, cloud your
judgment, poison your soul. Over the next few years,
this ascetic tilt in him consciously turned him away from
the path of seeking to move up in the establishment. He
chose instead to support the causes of displaced, of
tribals, of poor people, and to be of service to them.
Over the next six years, people’s groups and organizations flocked to his office in Jabalpur. Whether it was the
people’s struggle in different dams in the Narmada valley, or groups all over the State fighting for tribal rights,
or the Right to Food campaign, or members of notified
tribes facing prejudice and displacement, the place to
go if you needed help was N.S Kale.
Very few established mainstream lawyers anywhere
in the country have kept their offices and houses, purses,
wits and hearts open for the causes of marginalized
30

and crushed people, as Kale Sir did. For people and
activists, accustomed to be turned away because their
briefs did not have any money, or because they had
been conveniently labeled anti-development, or worse,
by the establishment they were fighting, N.S Kale’s office became a shelter and a hub. Here was a very senior lawyer who did not merely take up their cases. He
gave them acceptance, respect, love and dignity. He
would neglect all his moneyed and powerful clients or
keep them waiting, while he would talk and listen to the
activists for hours, plying them with advice, sweets,
samosas, and financial help. He not only gave them
support for their legal cases. There was a firm place in
his heart for the people’s cause, for those questioning
the establishment, and for resistance and rebellion
against injustice.
Kale Sir constantly encouraged the activists to represent their causes in the Court themselves, extending
them unstinted support and his name when required.
Because of his goading, constant encouragement and
guidance, and his belief that the Courts were essentially a democratic institution which can be questioned
as any other, and which are required to place the substantive rights of the citizens over all niceties and procedure, over the next few years, several activists gained
the confidence to argue their causes in the Court. So
much so, that when Kale Associates name was announced for a hearing in the High Court, it was entirely
to be expected that some green-horn activist would get
up and argue her case.
Kale Sir’s natural belief in and affirmation of every
person’s dignity and equality came home sharply when
recently hearing that he was unwell, some of the Court
peons related to us “You know he is a quite a different
sort of man. When his daughter was getting married,
he invited all of us. Happy to be included, we told him
that we would come in advance to help. But he smiled
and said “I am not inviting you to help in the arrangements. There are enough people to take care of that. I
am inviting you so that you can enjoy the wedding, and
sit with all the lawyers and judges who attend the marriage, as their equals.”
What finally is the measure of a man? The posts he
held, the money he made, the steps he climbed, the
suits he wore, or what he meant to other people? Was
he an eucalyptus, with a deep tap root, scouring the
surrounding area to secure for itself all traces of moisture, to climb up to further and further heights? Or was
he a banyan - immense, gnarled, thickly leafed and
branched, a place for birds to nest in, squirrels to build
homes and children to play in? Was he a green mountain forest, raising its head to catch the rain, protecting
it in the veins beneath its surface, letting it flow little by
little to flood the streams below, all the year around?
Was he of use to people in need? Was he a shelter and
a shield? He was. So come let us salute him.
¾
Chittaroopa Palit, Narmada Bachao Andolan,
Khandwa, M.P.
nbakhandwa@gmail.com
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News from the Narmada Valley
September 3 & 12 2009:
Hon’ble Chief Justice Shri A.K. Patnaik, Jabalpur
High Court issueed Contempt notice to NVDA Collectors and Contractors on a Public Interest Litigation filed by NBA on the violation of HC order granting status quo in the land acquisition and canal excavation work for the two dam Projects (Indira Sagar
and Omkareshwar) after the petitioners had raised
vital issues such as violation of the letter and spirit
of democratic local self-governance as enshrined in
Article 243 of the Constitution and the mandate of
no-land acquisition without prior Gram Sabha consultation as per the Panchayats (Extension to
Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996, no command area plans
for 15-20 years and disregard to the right to landbased rehabilitation of thousands of canal affected
families.
HC also extended the Status quo over land acquisition and canal excavation for Indira Sagar and
Omkareshwar Project canal areas in continuation
of its earlier order on July 1 2009.

titlements. It may be noted that the GRA had passed
204 orders directing payment of rehabilitation grants
to oustees of Omkareshwar project. In accordance
with these orders, the NHDC prepared cheques in
the name of 204 oustees, but instead of giving these

September 2 2009:
On the 2nd of September 2009, in an important
decision, a bench of the Madhya Pradesh High Court
comprising of Chief Justice Anang Kumar Patnaik
and Justice Pankaj Jaiswal directed that the adult
sons and adult unmarried daughters of the Indira
Sagar dam affected cultivator displaced families be
allotted 5 acres of land within a period of 3 months.
The High Court also said that the adult sons and
adult unmarried daughters are entitled to Special
Rehabilitation Grant as “separate families”. These
directions were passed in a Contempt petition filed
by the Narmada Bachao Andolan. It may be noted
that in Indira Sagar Project there are more than 16,000
families of adult sons and adult un-married daughters of cultivator displaced families.

cheques to them, they sent these cheques along
with review petitions to the GRA. On the 3rd, 4th and
5th of August 2009, hundreds of oustees demonstrated
before the NHDC headquarters at Khandwa against
this stating that the NHDC/GOMP had no legal authority to withhold their cheques or give the same to
the GRA, or to file review petitions in the GRA. As a
consequence, the GRA returned the cheques to the
GOMP and NHDC, but instead of giving these
cheques to oustees, the NHDC illegally kept the
cheques, and pressed the GRA to review the orders,
and the GRA agreed to review all these cases on 2nd
and 3rd of September.

August 29 2009:
In a significant order, the High Court of Madhya
Pradesh stayed the hearings of 204 review petitions,
filed by the State Government and the Narmada
Hydro-Electric Development Authority (NHDC) before the Grievance Redressal Authority (GRA), against
the favorable orders of the GRA which held that
oustees of the Omkareshwar project whose lands
were in the submergence were also “displaced families” and entitled under the R&R Policy to R&R enMovement of India è June - September, 2009

Advasis, farmers, fish workers meet in MP

August 24 2009:
In the context of the recent Jabalpur High Court
interim order recognising that Gram Sabha Consultation is pre-conditional to land acquisition in adivasi
areas, NBA organised a large rally and a Sammelan
to assert the constitutional right of Gram Sabhas as
the basic units of democratic development planning.
On the occasion thousands of adivasis, farmers, fish
workers and others from various villages of the districts of Alirajpur, Badwani, Dhar and Khargone assembled and submitted a detailed memorandum to
the Collector Mr. N.B.S Rajpur through the Tehsildar.
They burnt the Order of the state government tram31
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pling upon the rights of Gram Sabhas and gave out
slogans such as ‘Lok Sabha se Oopar Gram
Sabha’ and ‘Hamaare Gaon Mein Hamaara Raj’.
August 15 2009:
The Madhya Pradesh High Court gave a very significant judgment in a public interest litigation filed
in 2003 by tribals Bherusingh Aapsingh and Hirka
Omkar, oustees of the Man dam, about the rehabilitation and resettlement of the tribal oustees affected
by this dam built in the Dhar district of Madhya
Pradesh. A bench comprising of Chief Justice Shri
Anang Kumar Patnaik and Justice Shri A.M. Sapre
directed the State Government to provide 5 acres of
land to each family of adult sons of cultivator’s families, within a period of 4 months. The bench also
directed the State Government to return the compensation for trees and wells which had been arbitrarily deducted earlier, back to the oustees along
with interest at the rate of 9% per annum from the
date of deduction of the amount to the date of payment.
The Man dam, it may be noted is one of the 30
large dams in the Narmada valley. The affected
people of the seventeen villages affected by this dam
have been struggling unitedly for the last 12 years
for land, under the aegis of the Narmada Bachao
Andolan. In 2002, the State had to bow down to the
villagers who insisted that their lands could not be
submerged without their prior rehabilitation, and
blasted the sluice gates of the dam, to let the riverwaters pass through. However in 2002, without providing rehabilitation and resettlement measures including agricultural land to the oustees, and while
the struggle of the oustees was on-going, the State
evicted the villagers of Villages Kacchauda and bulldozed the schools, shut off the hand-pumps, and
demolished all schools and Panchayat Bhavans in
the area. Undeterred, the oustees of the Man dam
sat in Bhopal and activists fasted for 29 days, as a
consequence of which the State Government appointed a two-Member Expert Committee to look into
the problems of the oustees of the Man dam, and
also appointed the GRA (Grievance Redressal Authority) to address the questions of the Man dam
oustees. However, just after the visit of the Two-member Committee, and before the GRA could begin its
hearings, the State officials evicted village KhediBalwadi with the use of bulldozers, and armed force.
Continuing to fight for their rights, and facing submergence first in 2002 and then again in 2005, the
oustees of Man dam filed a petition in the Indore
High Court in 2003. It is this matter in which the
Hon’ble High Court gave its judgment in August.

June 11-12 2009:
On the occasion of 2nd death anniversary of
Sanjay Sangvai Sarvodaya Press Service, Narmada
Bachao Andolan and Vikas Samvad organised a two
day consultation on the theme ‘Media and Development: Challenges and Possibilities in the Present
Context’ on 11th and 12th June, 2009, in Bhopal,
Madhya Pradesh. The Consultation was organized
with a view to stir up a more intense debate on
people’s issues and analsze both the history and
future of the role of the media vis-à-vis peoples’ movements and struggles for planning some new steps
in this regard.
June 8 2009:
Narmada Bachao Andolan, along with other
people’s groups and movements welcomes the conferment of the Prem Bhatia Memorial Award for excellence in environmental journalism to Gargi Parsai,
senior correspondent with one of India’s leading national newspapers, The Hindu. Gargi to many in the
thick of people’s struggles has not just been a longtime supportive professional with immense journalistic acumen, but someone who writes with the right
balance of commitment to social and environmental
concerns, sensitivity and objectivity in her investigative reports.
June 2-4 2009:
Continuing with its constructive work, developing
non-violent political actions and propagating non-displacing, people and environment-friendly, localized
options of livelihood-based development Narmada
Bachao Andolan organised a three day Workshop
on the Techniques of Organic Farming in the hilly
adivasi village of Chimalkhedi in the Nandurbar district of Maharashtra on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th of June,
2009. Chimalkhedi in the Akkalkuva tehsil of
Nandurbar district has faced repeated submergence,
but the resilient adivasis are still staying put in this
village, in the higher altitudes, in the face of denial of
land-based rehabilitation. NBA also started a Jan
Vikas Kendra in Chimalkhedi with the aim of starting activities and planning on the alternative development path and training the Adivasi youth in the
same. The Kendra would serve as a place where
many resource persons and activists can interact
with the youth and apply their knowledge of sustainable technology respectively.
May 18 2009:
After hearing on an application filed by the Narmada
Bachao Andolan, the Madhya Pradesh High Court today directed the State Government and the
Page 63...
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Narmada in Full Spate again this September!
Sardar Sarovar affected Adivasis challenge submergence
without rehabilitation
Narmada is in full spate, yet again! Maximum
water has flown into the Sardar Sarovar dam affected
areas since yesterday night, resulting into submergence of mainly farms, though the waters have also
reached tens of houses and submerged some huts
in the villages such as Kharya Bhadal in Badwani
and Bhitada in Alirajpur (both in M.P.) and Chimalkhedi
in Maharashtra. The swell in the waters has also
been accentuated by release of waters from the reservoirs of the Tawa, Bargi Omkareshwar dams in the
upstream.
The adivasis had to save their belongings, from
the roaring sea-like Narmada by working over night
while they have never even thought of leaving their
villages, without fair and just rehabilitation, come
what may. Not less than a few hundred farms / land
holdings have got flooded with the rising waters and
the crop stands destroyed in the hills and the plains.
Preliminary figures coming out are: 17 farms in
Manibeli, 3 in Dhankhedi, 40 in Chimalkhedi, 3 in
Sinduri, 33 in Bamni, 15 in Danel, 13 in Mukhdi, 4 in
Savyari Digar as well as 19 in Bhadal (all in
Maharashtra).

Advasi people pondering over their future
The numbers from Alirajpur district of Madhya
Pradesh have not yet reached us since no means of
communication were working and even the boats were
defunct since the huge waves in Narmada did not
relent. In village Kharya Bhadal in Badwani, however it is come to be known for sure that the farms of
Lal sing and Jamsing which were not even acquired
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were submerged!! In Badwani (M.P.), farms in villages
like Bhilkheda, Bavthi, Pichhodi too are flooded but
marginally while the temples of Kalghat have gone
under waters, though not the 3000-strong thickly populated village.

Standing crops submerged in water
In the region of Nimad, Narmada itself has come
to help in establishing the fact that the adhocly
changing Back Water levels (BWLs) and the related
conflict amongst the central and state ministries and
authorities on the one hand and the State of Madhya
Pradesh. and its people on the other is exposing the
fact of not just no rehabilitation, but not even the finalization of the total number of project affected families / villages, and the game of numbers continues.
Families in the villages of Gujarat who are not yet
rehabilitated as per law and policy too have faced the
brunt, but there is no concrete information reaching
here till date. We are on the way to the villages and
hence more info will come to you soon.
There has been no sign of the so called ‘mechanism of vigilance’ and support during submergence
which the Government seemingly ‘plans’ and allots
lakhs of rupees budget for and claims that it would
‘take care’ of the affected communities on a large
scale and protect human life and property !
All this has proved the Government claims and
affidavits to be false once again, since the families
habitated in these villages have again faced destruction, in spite of their being entitled to rehabilitation
prior to any submergence of any of their Page 62...
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Madhya Pradesh Government insults Gram Sabhas
and conspires to dissolve some
Representatives from Narmada Valley meet the Hon’ble Governor and
Election Commission authorities and seek protection of Gram Sabha’s rights
On 26th August, 2009, a delegation comprising work continued at many villages with the giant JCB
representatives of adivasis and farmers from the dis- machines for the next 15-20 days after which NBA
tricts of Badwani, Alirajpur, Khargone and Dhar met filed a contempt petition to actual ‘stay’ the work
the Hon’ble Governor of Madhya Pradesh Shri and penalize the Government and contractors for
Rameshwar Thakur and appealed to him to take ap- contempt. Noting the gravity of the issue, the Court
propriate steps to guarantee peace and good gover- extended the status quo on the 6th August.
nance, as per the Constitution in the scheduled
In many cases the State Govadivasi areas of the state. In
ernment has actively pushed unparticular, they urged him to
lawful resolutions at the Janpad,
ensure that the rights of the
without a quorum or in cases
Gram Sabhas in the scheduled
even by pressuring them, which
areas, as granted by the PESA
has been objected to by many
Act, 1996, which was passed
Janpad members (ex from
by the Parliament using the
Manawar, Badwani, Nisarpur).
authority conferred on it by ArUnlawful attempts have also
ticle 243-M 4 (b) of the Constibeen made to make changes in
tution, are safeguarded.
the Gram Sabha resolutions.
Before undertaking any deFrom the ongoing happenings, it
velopment project in these aris evident that some Panchayat
eas, the Gram Sabhas, as per Advasis, farmers, fish workers meet in MP CEOs and Collectors are both
the PESA Act, are to be conunder pressure and also pressursulted twice, once before land acquisition and again izing the other officials.
before resettlement and rehabilitation. This right of
Meanwhile, thousands of adivasis, farmers, fish
the Gram Sabhas has been re-affirmed by the Hon’ble workers and others from various villages of the disHigh Court of Madhya Pradesh through its interim tricts of Alirajpur, Badwani, Dhar and Khargone asorder dated 01-07-2009, whereby the Court directed sembled at a huge gathering in Badwani on the 24th
a status quo into the land acquisition and excavation and submitted a detailed memorandum to the Colwork for the canals of Indira Sagar and Omkareshwar lector Mr. N.B.S Rajpur through the Tehsildar. They
Projects. Unfortunately, this significant Order is not burnt the Order of the state government trampling
only being ignored and side-stepped but also violated upon the rights of Gram Sabhas and gave out sloby the State Government which has created a lot of gans such as ‘Lok Sabha se oopar Gram Sabha’
furore in the villages and tahsils Badwani, Dhar, and ‘Hamaare Gaon mein Hamaara Raj’. YesterKhargone and to an extent in Khandwa as well.
day, i.e on the 25th, hundreds of adivasis, particuWhile the State Government was to follow the larly those affected and displaced for many years
PESA Act and bring in amendment into its Panchayat due to the Sardar Sarovar and Jobat dams, marched
Adhiniyam of 1993 by incorporating the non-nego- to the Collector’s office in Alirajpur district and had
tiable features of the Act, the GoMP has done the an intense dialogue with him on various issues inopposite by removing any reference to the very clause cluding their right to rehabilitation by consultation in
of ‘Gram Sabha consultation’. The High Court of M.P. the Gram Sabhas and the duty of the district and
thus endorsed the rights of the Gram Sahas (local state administration to implement the rehabilitation
self government) and village communities, irrespec- Policy and Supreme Court judgements.
In such a context it is necessary, the delegation
tive of what has been changed or omitted in the state
urged the Governor, to “seriously consider the integenactment.
The sequence of events to derail the process and rity and constitutionally of the Order issued by the GoMP
deny the rights, however, began immediately after on the 30 th of July, substituting consultation with
the Order was passed. Firstly, the canal excavation ‘Janpad’ instead of Gram sabhas; particularly
Page 63...
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Lower Goi Project in the Narmada Valley
Repression instead of Rehabilitation
The Lower Goi, one of the 30 large dams in the
Narmada valley, has been a bed of conflict over the
past many years. The affected people, almost 100%
adivasis, belonging to Barela, Naik, Banjara and other
communities raised the issues first and invited
Narmada Bachao Andolan to support their cause.
Their cry was to save their best of agricultural land,
houses, tree and forest communities which they have
long cherished and also their indispensable sociocultural relationships. There are a few hundred wells
in the affected area which is almost fully irrigated.
The adivasis are self-reliant and economically well
settled due to the rich natural resources and they
didn’t have to resort to migration ever.
According to them, the river ecology and water
flows are such that lift irrigation, as they themselves
are using, can be used extensively but that too with
upgradation of catchment to ensure perennial flows,
but otherwise the irrigation benefits are not to come
true. The drinking water supply to the Rajpur township and industries may be attained but there are no
primary productive industries in the area, right now.
The Lower Goi Project was taken up in the late
1990s, but was covered in the review and exercise
undertaken through a Task Force appointed by the
Government of Madhya Pradesh in 1998-99. The Task
Force with the representatives of the GoMP/ NVDA,
representatives of NBA and the independent experts
being members, undertook a through investigation
into all social, environmental and economic aspects
of the dam, analyzing the secondary and some primary data and concluded that the costs and benefits of the Project were such that an alternative plan
for water management should and could be prepared
and implemented. The Review and Alternative framework Plan was thus prepared by Late Shri K.R. Datye,
Water Resources Expert and Member of various official Committees which established the feasibility of
the alternative plan.
A letter concluding the Task Force Report by the
additional Chief Secretary, Madhya Pradesh (enclosed) brings out the decision by the GoMP. However, thereafter no process of detailing the alternative
or even modifying or canceling the Project was carried forward. The people continue to raise their voice,
asked the Government to provide full information and
Movement of India è June - September, 2009

all the studies, reports etc. The Project remained in
abeyance for a few years and suddenly the authorities initiated the process of public hearings.
One Public Hearing was organized in Badwani,
the district place which is about 25 kms away from
the Badwani and yet hundreds of people attended
and raised their doubts. Also, no basic documents
were made available to the affected people.
However, hundreds of people from the affected
villages reached and questioned the Project. The second time again, the hearing arranged at the same
place, the NVDA rest house, Badwani and the affected people were not even informed. On the other
hand, a few hundred people from the beneficiary area
came in vehicles organized by some politicians and
a few representatives of the affected could only reach
and express their views. They demanded a rehabilitation plan while the people from the command area
adhocly claimed that they would give their land to
the affected!
The MoEF’s clearance to the Project came
through, suddenly and with conditions in January
2008. Since then, the people have been raising their
voice against the forcible land acquisition from every
forum, along with those already affected by other
large dams in the Narmada Valley, but there was no
response even from the authorities
The Latest: Repression not rehabilitation
A new series of events began in February 2009
which shocked the adivasis to the greatest extent.
A notice was issued to the villagers under Section 4
and Section 17 of the Land Acquisition Act on February 6th, wherein the urgency clause was applied so
as to refuse the affected people an opportunity of
raising any objections and being heard. There is
absolutely no justification for applying the undue urgency clause and use of discretionary powers
granted to the authorities , which were added in the
British law for special situations. The Supreme
Court’s latest Judgement in 2009 by Justice C.K.
Thakkar and D.K. Jain in the case by Panipat Teachers Housing Co-operative Society and Essco Fabs
Pvt. Ltd. clearly indicates that urgency needs to be
justified which certainly is not in the case of Lower
Goi land acquisition, since the dam project is being
35
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furthered at least since the early 1990’s.
The notice under Section 6 was issued on February 6th ,and yet land acquisition including declaring
the compensation is not yet completed. Offering of
agricultural land to the affected families is far from a
reality. The people, therefore, were shocked to see
Government moving ahead with literal force and tried
to question them, only to face brutal physical violence inflicted on women, children, men and disabled
as well who were driven into their homes and beat
black and blue. They are still kept under enormous
pressure and terror and are not even being permitted
to attend medical check-ups and treatment for the
wounded. No FIR has been filed till date.
About the Goi dam Project
The dam is planned to be 58.50 metres high and
2.226 mts wide across the river Goi. The original
documents produced before us in 1998-99 showed
the dam height to be 43 metres and hence there is
no information as yet as to how and when and by
whom was the height raised further.
The Project is claimed now to be irrigating 13,760
ha of cumulative command area (CCA) and providing drinking water to the Rajpur town (4,25,000
cumecs) and to industries (55,75,000 cusmecs). The
available water flow and storage capacity is not provided in the clearance letter, but the river is known to
be dry for almost months every year and the water
flow statistics surely is changed over the last two
decades when the Project was only talked about.
The original Project documents showed the area
to be irrigated as 17,888 hectares, which is reduced
later to 13,760 ha, possibly either for serving the
needs/interests of the industries or due to reduction
of water availability. There is a need to review all the
basic statistics. The total land requirement for the
Project is estimated to be 1907.698 ha (1.083 ha
forest land and 1304.997 ha agricultural land). The
rest is not shown, but should be Government waste
land).
The submergence area was initially shown to be
1279 ha with 726 ha agricultural land to be submerged and 553 ha other land. It is claimed that 904
families are to be affected. However, there is no
knowledge of any bench mark survey having been
carried out and the number of PAFs is not changed
even after 2-3 decades, which is unbelievable and
hence this data of the 1990’s is unreliable data. how
can the number of affected families be the same even
in January 2008? When the officials had come on

the 25th of February, the people had confronted them
with such tough questions.
The clearance given on 17th January, 2008 is conditional and subject to strict compliance of the terms
and conditions, which include the following:
1. CAT measures to be completed over 5 years
2. Compensatory afforestation measures
should be implemented in 43 acres in village
Sustikheda, which is yet to be monitored.
3. As per our knowledge, no multi-disciplinary
Committee is formed as yet.
We yet have to check on other conditions in the
environmental clearance.
No sign or sight of R&R
It is however certain that there is no meaningful
Rehabilitation plan and the Govt. of Madhya Pradesh
says that has no land is available in its land pool.
This is the case similar to the fate of thousands displaced due to other large dams in the Narmada valley such as Sardar Sarovar, Jobat, Indira Sagar,
Omkareswar, Maheshwar, Man etc. where the land
bank is empty and state is offering cash in lieu of
land, violating the NWDTA, which is resulting in massive corruption and hence has now been stayed by
the Jabalpur High Court in the case of Sardar Sarovar
and is being investigated by a Judicial Commission
of Inquiry.
The earlier Policy of rehabilitation, which the
GoMP had presented to the MoEF during the time of
obtaining clearance was much more comprehensive
and was based on the Narmada Water Disputes Tribunal Award (NWDTA) guaranteeing 2 ha of cultivable irrigable land to every PAF losing 25% or more
land.
The GoMP claims that the present Rehabilitation
Policy, 2008 is modelled on the lines of the National
Resettlement and Rehabilitation Policy, 2007, which
as per our reading and assessment is a very weak
policy and does not ensure the basic guarantee of
land based rehabilitation. It says that only 1 ha of
irrigated land can be provided and that too if Government land is available.
This change in the Policy has been made in a
specious manner, without taking the people into confidence nor even has the MoEF been informed of this
change. This must be reviewed and the GoMP must
be compelled to stick to its original Rehabilitation
Policy which it had submitted during the time of clearance.
¾
Narmada Bachao Andolan
nba.ashih@gmail.com
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Dehradun Declaration of the Rights of Forest People
During the process of enactment of the Forests
Right Act in 2006, the National Forum for Forest
People’s and Forest Workers (NFFPFW) passed two
important resolutions in the second National Conference held at Ranchi:
1) Establishment of community governance over
forest resources
2) To resist commodification of forests and related resources.
Over the last 2-3 years, in many states including
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, and West Bengal, we have taken significant steps in realising these resolutions. In many
villages we have been successful in forming Forest
Rights Committees on the basis of the Forests Right
Act (FRA). On 10-12 June 2009, we forest peoples adivasis, forest workers, and other forest dwellers,
from 16 states of India - have converged at Dehradun,
the forest capital of India - discussing, debating, and
uniting to send a strong message to the whole world.
The following is the declaration from the conference
on ‘Resisting commodification of Forests; Establishing community governance over forest resources’,
adopted as the ‘Dehradun Declaration 2009’ in June
2009.
We, the forest people of the world – living in the
woods, surviving on the fruits and crops, farming on
the jhoom land, re-cultivating the forest land, roaming around with our herds – have occupied this land
since ages. We announce loudly, in unity and solidarity, that let there be no doubt on the future: we are
the forests, and the forests are us, and our existence is mutually dependent. The crisis faced by our
forests and environment today will only intensify without us.
This is no ordinary crisis. Not merely a climate
crisis - or in your words, this magnified self-created
monster of a financial crisis. We believe it is a Crisis
of Civilizations. It’s no ordinary clash but a fundamental clash between our knowledge systems; of
being, of nature and your wisdom, technology, and
demonic tendencies. Your world rests on ideas of
power, territories, boundaries, profit, exploitation and
oppression and you try to own everything, including
Mother Nature. This is what drives your civilisation.
You need this world of oppression and exploitation;
to survive and feel good. If you want to include us in
your world by ‘civilising’ us, we will happily choose
to remain uncivilised. Call us savages, we do not
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care! We have learnt amidst these trees, this water,
this air, and other forest beings - a life of freedom, of
being without boundaries, and yet never forgetting
the boundaries of nature. You need your legal monoliths and your structures of governance to attempt
to tide over this crisis, but for us the laws of nature,
learnt and assimilated over generations are sufficient.
You talk of attaining Independence on August 15
1947… What is that? We, the forest people and the
forests have been independent since ages. You tried
enslaving us; by trapping us in your illusion that believes in converting living beings into slaves - hollow
occupants of servile bodies - a life of death; by capturing our forests, establishing your false laws of
oppression and exploitation - contradicting the fundamental laws of nature. We know the way you exploited and enslaved our native American comrades
in other parts of the world. Let us remind you that
you behaved no differently than those feudal and
imperialist ancestors of yours. We, therefore, reject
your unnatural law, your civilization of tyranny and
cruelty. What freedom? We see no freedom, in being driven out of our forests, separated from water,
land, fields, trees, air, and friendly animals, to the
ecosystem to which we belong. What freedom, which
doesn’t forget to chain its own brothers and sisters.
False Freedom! We see no truth in a society that
remains haunted by the prosperity of a few capitalists, whilst, never forgetting to oppress the workers,
adivasis, dalits, women and poor of the world! We
reject you!
Forest Rights Act, you need it more than us. If
you think you are bestowing rights on us, then you
are wrong. We have lived with these forests for ages.
Our ancestors, gods, goddesses, friends and life lived
in this and will continue to live here. We don’t define
rights, we know what is ours and to whom we belong. We are the forests, the forests are us. Out of
necessity, if you want to talk the language of rights,
we are ready for it. It’s your need to recognise our
rights over the forests and correct the historical injustices and exploitation. However, if by granting
pattas (land titles) over a portion of forest you conspire to control, commodify, and sell the rest of the
forests, then you are wrong. We understand your
vested intentions and are determined to save the
forests from your corrupt desires of exploitation,
developmentalism, ill-sighted conservation, and technological fixes.
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If you think the ghosts of commodity capitalism are
going to chain our minds and souls for eternity, then you
are mistaken. From the forests, the nature we have learnt
that power is not infinite, exploitation is not infinite too.
We, the labouring workers, adivasis, and dalits don’t
treat the forest a resource to be exploited but as something which lives and supports life.
There is a climate crisis around and no amount of
free trade, capital, or technology will eliminate the roots
of this crisis. You forget that the crises has emanated
from the way your society is structured - an edifice based
on an unending desire for resources and a way of life
that sees nature as an object of exploitation and extraction. Fools! You are doomed to bear the brunt and suffer
the pains of your actions, but we ask you - Why must we
suffer? You have intruded in our lifestyle, in the rhythm
of Mother Earth. You have corrupted the environs by your
vehicles, industries, arms, and development and your
actions have created a crisis in our homes. You have
sinned against the essence of our being, and amidst
our rage and tears, we reject the basis of your being: a
thought - of mistrust, of control, of vicious self-interest,
of injustice, and blame.
How dare you blame us for a climate crisis? It is the
product of un-natural practices, and it has devastated
our lives. How could you cut our trees unthinkingly? The
temperature is increasing, rainfall is diminishing, and
the forests are burning - consuming themselves in pain.
Now you want us out of our habitats in the name of
conserving our forests! You kill, unsparingly, relish in
“terrorizing” busts of tigers, decorating your mantelpiece
- all pointing to your moral sensibility – and yet you have
the audacity to tell us to leave the forests so that you can
protect the Tigers! What law do you know? Who are you
to teach what is legal? You are illegal - contradicting the
very law of nature - of coexistence. You have no solutions - you only destroy.
You may not care of our times, but spare a thought
for the coming generations, their inheritance. Do you
wish to present to them a world of chaos and destruction? Are you so blinded by your greed? At least, now - in
this crisis - we need to unite, all civilizations, and forest
people of the world, to resolve the crisis, to restore our
relationship with nature.
Today, at Dehradun, we call for and welcome the
solidarity and harmony of all world’s forest people workers, adivasis, and fellow travellers - on this journey
to realizing the fulfilment of our existence, in communion with our forests. We warn your civilization that we
are a people, united in struggle against the structure of
capitalism - of greed, thievery, and profiteering. We warn
the nations of the world, that you must not forget to
honour our existence, or else – from deep within our
hearts - we shout out loud: NO MORE SILENCE! We will
rise from the ashes of your devastating fire! To resist
your order, undeterred by your traps. We will rise - a
united forest people - together, in strength and solidar38

ity, to challenge the very fabric of your civilization, and
become one with nature, again!
At the National Conference of NFFPFW held in
Dehradun, we, the forest communities from forested
regions of states across the country and our organizations came together and collectively decided:
* Before demanding individual rights we will collectively struggle for claiming community rights
* We will constantly engage with the government
and responsible officials for the implementation of the
FRA
* We will pressurize the government to publicize and
disseminate information on the Act, and at the same
time use our own resources to do the same
* We have an inalienable right over our forest land,
and even where the FRA talks of our ownership rights,
we will oppose the government’s talk of distribution of
pattas and struggle for our land
* If need be we will even challenge the government
in court
* We will struggle for the conversion of all villages of
Taungiya, Goth, Khatte and Nomadic communities that
have not been granted the status of Revenue Villages,
such that this be done at the earliest
* We will struggle for the rights of Primitive Tribes
and Nomadic communities who have survived for generations on traditional cattle rearing
* We will collect all those documents from government records where our rights have been registered
* We will fight to stop all those companies that have
attacked our forests from continuing to do so and pressurize the government
* In order to establish our right over minor-forest
produce, we will enlist them
* We will strengthen the struggle against
commodification of forests
* We will organize public hearings and forest rights
conferences everywhere
* If our voices are being ignored we will sit on hunger strike in front of the Parliament and do a gherao
* During elections we will boycott all those political
parties that don’t talk about our rights
* We will expose the government’s increasing carelessness and weaknesses to the media
* In order to reach our goal we will each strengthen
our organization in our area as well as bring together all
such organizations such that we can together fight with
strength
* We will fight this battle under the leadership of our
community leaders, particularly women
* In such manner we will achieve our principal goal
of establishing self-governance over forests by forest
communities
* We will launch a people’s campaign for effective
implementation of the Social Security Act, 2008, catered
to the unorganized sector
¾
National Forum of Forest Peoples and Forest Workers,
India
nffpfwindia@gmail.com
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Tata Dharangrasth Sangharsh Samithi embarks on
Zameen Haq Satyagraha in Maval
Rightful Reclamation of lands and cultivation by people begins
The struggle of the Tatas against their
dispossession is a century old one, even before we
achieved political independence. The saga of
deprivation of the self-reliant farmers and adivasis in
the natural-resource rich region of Maval valley, living
amidst the mountains ranges of Sahayadri began first
at the hands of the British who grabbed their fertile
lands – their only source of livelihood, at throwaway
prices and handed them over to the Tata Company,
at times with no compensation at all! Many of such
lands said to have been ‘purchased’ by the Tatas.
This was to build dams for generating electricity.
Maharashtra accounts for the largest number of
dams in the country and within the state Pune tops
the list. The projects taken up by Tatas for generation
of electricity before independence were in Khopoli
and Bhira regions. The water required for these
projects is provided by Bhushi, Valvan, Siravta,
Somwadi and Thokalwai dams from Maval valley while
the sixth dam, Mulshi is in the Mulshi sub-district. A
total of 126 villages and 17 hamlets were submerged
due to these dams. It is an irony of ‘development’
that while cities like Mumbai and Pune are wellilluminated due to the power generated by these
dams, thousands of rural households who sacrificed
the light of their life have cruelly been consigned to
permanent darkness.
Though a vast expanse of land was submerged
due to the dams; a good amount of the acquired land
remained unutilised. Most of the farmers who were
displaced migrated to other parts of the
country. Nobody knows where they are; in what
conditions they are living. However, some of them
shifted to higher mountain reaches and settled there,
where some village communities were already living.
They accommodated these oustees, but now they
have also become landless as their land too was
grabbed by Tatas for the name of same dams even
though it was not submerging at all!. This extra
unutilized land was being tilled by the local people
for many years thereafter. In due course, the Tatas
showed them on the records as tenants of their lands.
The original owners of these lands were forced to
pay rent to the company for years for their own land!
In fact this extra land was supposed to be taken back
by the Government and then returned to the
respective farmers as per the agreement jointly signed
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by the Company and the Government (clause 41 of
Land Acquisition Act,1984, according to which this
land was allotted to Tatas).However, even after the
country achieved ‘independence’ and a seemingly
‘democratic’ Government came in place, these
thousands of acres of extra land continues to remain
in the possession of the Tatas. The sons and
daughters of the soil were allowed to continue using
their own land under the obligation of the company.
They made their own shelters there. They had no
rights on the lands, nor was there any tenurial
security. The company would arbitrarily cut off their
water connections or their approach roads or built a
compound wall around some portion of land or a
fishery centre without their consent or any prior
notice.
Unanimously resolving not to take this decadesold injustice anymore, the valiant farmers have finally
put their foot down. Around seven to eight years ago,
they have come together under the banner of “Tata
Dharangrast Sangharsh Samiti.” Supported by the
National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements and senior
activists such as Medha Patkar and veteran land
rights expert Bhau Bhuskute, the people have started
scrutinizing all the old agreements and records. They
had a number of rounds of discussions with
Government officials from the Tehsildar to the
Divisional Commisioner, and District Collector to even
Rehabilitation Minister. The people also had
deliberations with the officials of the company. They
all principally agreed that the extra land must be
returned back to the farmers, that there should be
rehabilitation and compensation and the villages
should have all the civic amenities as per the
rehabilitation laws, but this only proved to be lip
service.
Not surprisingly, when it came to the policy decisions and its implementation, there has been inordinate delay and insensitivity at every step. In October 2008, the then Rehailitation Minister, Shri.
Patangrao Kadam had given an assurance that a a
thorough enquiry would be initiated into the entire
matter. This assurance is still on paper. To demand
an answer to this, the farmers had assembled at
Azad Maidan on 30th and 31st July this year in
hundreds. However, the new Rehabilitation Minister
and the Chief Minister did not even have the courtsey,
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much less any concern to hold even a single meeting with them.
Finally, the sons and daughters of the soil took
the ploughs in their hands and exercised their longstanding and long-denied rights on their soil on the
Independence Day this year. They took help of their
own family members and their bulls and ploughed
the lands. With this, they have triggered off a new
Independence struggle. A new chapter in the century old saga of struggle for survival with dignity has
begun. They have refused to live as the “deprived”
and have decided to live as “indepedents”. Rightfully,
therefore, the day chosen for this was 15th August,
the Independence Day of the country. They have
started an indefinite Satyagraha in the valley and as
a token of it by ploughing land in three vilages of Maval
viz. Kurvande, Shirde and Thoran under the
able leadership of veteran R.V.Bhuskute who
is considered a
walking
encyclopaedia on land laws and Medha Patkar,
the National Convenors of NAPM and activist
with Narmada Bachao Andolan. The people are keen
to extend the struggle to other villages as well.
On a raining Saturday on the 15th August, the
day the Satyagraha started, Harpude and Kadam
families who had lost their lands in the catchment
areas of Bhushi dam happily tilled thier lands once
again. Vithabai Harpude and Chandrakant Kadam,
the present representatives of these families were
handed over their rightful land records (7/12 extracts)
from the hands of Bhau Bhuskute and Medha Patkar.
This took place in the very extra land, about four kilometers in the West, from Lonavla city, posessed
by the Tatas. Thereafter, Kadam ploughed the land
in front of those present and started farming the land.
The Tatas have started planting trees on the lands
originally owned by the Mahadev Kolis at Shirde. The
purpose is clear, i.e to exercise their ‘rights’ on the
land and to keep them in their possession. This land
originally belonged to the local adivasis. The 7/12
extracts too show their names. As per the existing
laws, the land belonging to the adivasis cannot be
purchased by the non-adivasis. However, this law is
being blatantly violated everywhere, including in the
“Lavasa project.” In Thoran, the Tatas are building a
cement concrete wall in the land belonging to a
dalit family, Shri. Sonavane. The villagers have laid
claims on both these places and started ploughing
them openly. Their rightful demand is that those who
are tilling the land for a long time should be granted the
title and rights over it, not just as per the human laws
but also as per nature’s laws.
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The poor farmers, old and young, women and men
were overwhelmed with enthusiasm while exercising
their rights on the lands from which they were callously and unlawfully ousted. Their powerful slogans
like
“The land belongs to us, it is not anyone’s
property”
“We shall not rest without claiming our lands”
“We shall fight - We shall win”
reverberated in the valley. It was a unique
Satyagraha the spirit of which was least deterred by
the intermittent heavy downpour through the day,
which the people infact saw as nature showering its
blessings on them. Medha Patkar and R V Bhuskute
addressed the gathering of the people at different
places. They said that this was the beginning of the
second ‘Independence Struggle’ and assured the
gathering that the struggle for our rights is and will
be in constitutional and peaceful ways. The people
infact have a legal and moral high ground since they
are doing what the Government should actually have
been doing, but has been neglecting its legal duty.
The farmers took an oath before taking possession
of these lands that, “These lands will be cultivated
by us and we would not sell them under any
circumstances. If the Government asks for a price
for the land, it will be paid as per the laws.” Moreover,
it was declared with all responsibility that priority will
be given to the landless, dalits, tribals, widows and
the destitute.
Veteran activists like Chimanbhau Panjabi,
Dagdubhau Gayakwad and all other friends who have
regularly been with the struggle, alongwith Niketan
Palkar of the Tata Dharangrasta Sangharsha Samiti
and Suniti S.R., editor of the Marathi mouthpeice of
NAPM, “Andolan” helped in every possible way to
make the programme a maningful one for the
people. The Deputy Mayor of Lonavla, Shri. Narayan
Palekar and his activist friends, Prasad Bagve of Karla
SEZ Virodhi Andolan, Savlebhau, representative of
the Pavna Valley dam affected, Dnyaneshwar Shedge
of the struggle against “Lavasa”, along with supporters and activists from Mumbai, Pune and Thane were
present to witness this historical moment and to
support the struggle.
The seeds are already sown in these lands. When
the crop is ready, all are cordially invited to share the
bread and the fruits of hard work. That is the invitation from the sons and daughters of the soil of Maval
valley.
¾
National Alliance of People’s Movements
andolan.napm@gmail.com
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National Strategy Meet on Metro Projects
Participants raise serious concern that Metro
projects are being implemented without careful consideration of the financial, economic, environmental
and social impacts.
The two-day long National Strategy Meet on Metro
Projects, held in July 2009 at Ajmera Hall, Mumbai,
was attended by representative activists, academicians, environmentalists, transport experts, architects
etc from 7 cities including Chennai, Mumbai, Bangalore, Pune, Thane, Delhi, Hyderabad, and
Ahmedabad.
The Meet was held in the context of the announcement of Metro Projects to be introduced in 26 cities
with proposed investment of 1 lakh crore rupees. The
meet was inaugurated by lighting “mashal”, flame of
struggle, by veteran freedom fighter Shri Ajmera, Prof.
Swapana Banerjee Guha, Kathiayani Chamraj
(CIVIC-Bangalore), Smt Geeta (Metro Yard Hatao
Abhiyan-Mumbai) amidst slogans.
Prof Swapana Banerjee Guha delivering the inaugural speech threw light on the policies and
programmes of today’s governments that are pushing ahead the neo-liberal agenda leading to dispossession of people off their rights, land-livelihoods &
lives. Thereafter, presentations specific to the cities
of Delhi & Bangalore were made by Rajender Ravi &
Leo Saldhana respectively.
Rajender Ravi brought to the notice of everyone
that Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has been
receiving number of relaxations and subsidies from
the government but not passing it on to the users.
Since its inception, thousands of people have been
displaced with no rehabilitation being provided to
them.
Leo Saldhana mentioned that the initial budget
amount was 4000 crores in the year 2004 which without much work being done has crossed 9,000 crores.
While the cost for BRTS is much below this but it is
not being taken ahead because Sreedharan(DMRC)
has been pushing the idea ahead that without Metro
our cities will fail. In Bangalore, during the last 10
years the per capita available space has dropped to
2 sq.ft per person. With Metro this is to further drop
as FAR for 150 sq,mts around Metro stations has
been increased to 4, which means more construction activities. Surprisingly JBIC is funding to tune of
45% of the total cost and though it has strict environmental rules out in construction of Bangalore Metro
the same are being blatantly violated. All the left green
spaces-parks are being taken over by declaring Metro
as an industrial activity. Cities have complex relaMovement of India è June - September, 2009

tionships, its not only; which technology you choose
but also the impact of the technology on people who
use it. The DPR of Bangalore Metro was submitted
by Shreedhrana on 31st March 2004 and the very
next day i.e 1st April 2004 it was approved by the
then Chief Minister Shri Krishna. Bonded labour is
being brought in large numbers from Jharkhand and
child labour is being employed for work. Metro has
asked the government of Karnataka to provide it with
subsidised electricity at rate of Rs 2.20 /Kilowat when
the government is purchasing it at the rate of Rs. 5/
kilowatt from Chattisgarh.
Kathiayani Chamraj lamented the fact that no
study was done that could justify the project benefits. With large evictions and displacement, there
was a need to form citizen committees to monitor
the rehabilitation process.
Rushanak from Ahmedabad said that, Government of Gujrat has been smartly cornering large
amount of funds for uplifting its image and availing
funds form the central pool. One of the projects that
has been pushed un-democratically is the BRTS
project which is to be implemented in 4 phases with
460 crores being spent on the first phase only. In
Ahmedabad 5-6 lakh families are dependent on street
vending. Hundreds of vendors have been moved out
till date without any sort of compensation or rehabilitation. Before moving them out, they are not given
any prior information. Although 55 stations have been
developed till date, no vending is being permitted
there in spite of the fact that vendors are ready to
pay the commercial prices for the same.
The details of land scam in the name of Metro for
Hyderabad by the defamed Satyam and its subsidiary Maytas were laid down by Ramchandriah. They
are to be handed over 260 acres of prime land of
Hyderabad and huge shopping complexes and mall
are to come up on these lands. It shows you very
clearly how AP government and Maytas have been
in collusion in the metro rail project. Basic bidding
rules have been flouted. The Hyderabad Metro Rail
Project is spread across 71 kms. Initially it was estimated to cost 6,000 crores but in a short period of
3 years the cost has doubled to Rs. 12,000 crores.
Much information has been not shared with the citizens even under the RTI Act. Many of the heritage
sites will have to be demolished to make way for the
Metro including many of the historical structures.
The Environment & Social Impact Assessment Studies were found out to be of low standard. Since last
few years, the Metro has been pushed as an inevi41
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table transport option for providing world class transport to the residents while systematically weakening the existing public transport systems.
Sudhir Badami strongly contested the idea of
Metro as the only feasible transit system to solve
transport problem of cities. He mentioned that the
Delhi Metro Rail project was pushed ahead with inflated rider ship estimates which was not unique to it
only as world over the experiences have been the
same, i.e Metro being financially un-viable. According to him, international experiences show that Metro,
no where has led to traffic de-congestion, rather it
has resulted in urban de-gradation; with the rich enjoying the subsidies provided by the poor. In almost
all cities majority of the population (to the extent of
85-90%) uses public transport which needs to be
improvised and made more efficient. Mumbai Metro,
wrongly estimated to cost 19,500 crores of rupees,
later on revised to cost 45,000 crores; while actually
would cost 60,000 crores of rupees taking 20 -25
years to complete. Instead of this, there are cost
effective and more efficient transit systems of Skybus
and BRTS available, which should have been the first
option for improving the existing transport systems
as they have low cost of construction as well as short
period of implementation.
Medha Patkar, expressing surprise, asked how
it was possible that Metro, claiming to employ latest
technology, is being implemented under British day’s
Indian Tramways Act of 1886. While Shri E
Sreedharan, who is also a consultant to MMRDA for
Mumbai Metro, has publicly raised objections to the
PPP Model for developing Metro with specific comments that it could “lead to a big political scandal”,
then why was it that the same model was being
employed for Mumbai and other cities? The National
R&R Policy 2007, National Housing & Habitat Policy
2007 as well as National Transport Policy 2005, all
have the objective “to minimise displacement and to
promote, as far as possible, non-displacing or least
displacing alternatives.” Metro Rail was contrary to
all the above stated policies. Till today no Options
Assessment from the point of view of Economic Viability, Financial Viability, Socio-Economic Impacts
on Displaced Communities and Impact on Environment has been done . Metro was another means of
grabbing over the lands of the poor by displacing them
from their homes and livelihoods.
T. Venkat from Chennai mentioned that the 45
kms long Metro was to cost 14,500 crores and was
inaugurated recently. Though government claimed
that 90 % of the land required was government land
and thus very few demolitions were to be carried out,
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which was not true. Similarly the Government of Tamil
Nadu was implementing Elevated Road projects (a 9
phases circular elevated roadways costing 3,000
crores) which was leading to displacement of thousands of families and all this was being done to provide better facilities for the private vehicle owners.
Suniti S R from Pune brought to notice of every
one that Pune Metro, a Project worth Rs 7,000 crores
was being pushed ahead without sharing any information or consultation with the residents. In name of
implementing Metro the FSI has been increased to
4, which would lead to a land scam. The DPR was
also in-complete and un-professional.
Overall it seemed clear that Metro was being pursued as a be all and end all solution to the public
transport gaps in many urban areas. It was analysed
by various researchers that the uncontested faith in
the Metro must be tackled first and foremost. It was
recognised that while Metro may be a solution, it
should not be the only approach adopted in resolving our transport and travel crises.
It was also recognised that Metro project implementation must be part of a planned process per
law. It was widely acknowledged that all Metros in
all cities of India are being implemented in blatant
violation of this process. There was serious concern
that Metro projects are being implemented without
careful consideration of the financial, economic, environmental and social impacts. A detailed analysis
of the Hyderabad, Delhi and Bangalore experiences
helped draw the conclusion that such mega projects
are being rushed through without any careful review
whatsoever. There is no mystery, therefore, that the
MAYTAS scandal broke out.
It was also recognised that Metro projects were
being wrongly exempted from the purview of various
laws, for instance the EIA Notification, and action
was immediately initiated by way of a representation signed by all to Indian Environment Minister
Jairam Ramesh to correct this anomaly. The Metro
has been taken out of the preview of the EIA Notification since there was intense lobbying by the construction lobby including Metro proponents, it also
important to know that the EIA Notification are bureaucratic legislations and not brought by Parliament.
Without contesting the need for an effective,
people friendly and pro-poor public transport system,
it was recognised that the Metro systems being built
currently actively excluded those who need public
transport the most - the urban poor and working
classes. This was being done by various measures
including not allowing the movement of goods, inability to take cycles on Metros (an approach actively encouraged in many pro
Page 62...
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Right to Food: Essential Demands of Right to Food Campaign
All people residing in this country have a fundamental right to be free from hunger and malnutrition.
This requires, on the one hand, sufficient availability
of food, which in turn calls for strengthening of sustainable agricultural production systems, with special focus on the small rain fed farmer. It requires
that land and water must never be forcibly diverted
away from food production for cash crops or industrial use. It also requires effectives systems of minimum support prices, price stabilisation, effective grain
movement and storage, as well as strict regulation
of speculation and trade.
Ensuring the right to food requires, on the other
hand, economic access for people, involving for instance adequate employment and wage levels, the
protection of existing livelihoods, and equitable rights
over land, water and forests. It also requires social
access, meaning that barriers of gender, caste, disability, stigma, age etc must all be overcome.
While it is the responsibility of governments to
ensure that such conditions exist, the realization of
the right to food also requires a system of direct food
entitlements through public provision. We demand
that this should be enshrined in a Food Entitlements
Act, going beyond the limited National Food Security Act proposed by the UPA Government.
Food Entitlements Act: Essential Demands
1. The Act must hold the government accountable to ensure that no man, women or child sleeps
hungry or is malnourished.
2. The Act must place an obligation on the government to encourage food production through sustainable and equitable means, and ensure adequate
food availability in all locations at all times.
3. The Act must incorporate and consolidate all
entitlements currently existing under Supreme Court
orders (Annexure 1) and existing schemes, especially:
• Hot, cooked, nutritious mid-day meals in all government and government-assisted schools.
• Provision of all ICDS services to all children below the age of six years.
• Antyodaya entitlements as a matter of right for
“priority groups”.
4. The Act must not abridge but only expand other
entitlements such as old age pensions, maternity
entitlements and work entitlements under NREGA.
5. The Act must also create new entitlements for
those who are excluded from existing schemes, including out-of-school children, the elderly and the
infirm in need of daily care, migrant workers and their
families, bonded labour families, the homeless, and
the urban poor.
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6. The right to food of children in the age group
of 0-6 month’s must be ensured through services
to the mother, including support at birth; skilled
counselling especially to promote breast feeding;
maternity entitlements; and crèche facilities at the
work place.
7. The Act must create an obligation for governments to prevent and address chronic starvation,
and reach food pro-actively to persons threatened
with starvation.
8. The Act must create provisions for governments to deal adequately with natural and humanmade disasters and internal displacement, including by doubling all food entitlements for a period of
at least one year in affected areas; and removing
upper limits to person days of employment in
NREGA.
9. All residents of the country, excepting possible for categories specially excluded because of
their wealth, must be covered by the Public Distribution System, with at least 35 kgs of cereals per
household (or 7 kgs per person) per month at Rs.
3/kg for rice and Rs. 2/kg for wheat. Coarse grains
should be made available through the PDS at
subsidised rates, wherever people prefer these. In
addition, extra provisions of subsidised oil and
pulses should be made.
10. Women must be regarded as head of the
household for all food-related matters such as the
distribution of ration cards.
11. The Act must seek to eliminate all social
discrimination in food-related matters, including discrimination against Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Most Backward Classes and minorities.
12. Cash transfers must not replace food transfers under any nutrition-related scheme.
13. The Act must include safeguards against
the invasion of corporate interests and private contractors in food policy and nutrition-related schemes,
especially where they affect food safety and child
nutrition. In particular no GM food and hazardous
or useless additives must be allowed in public nutrition programmes. Governments must not enter
into any partnerships with the private sector where
there is a conflict of interests.
14. The Act must include strong, in-built independent institutions for accountability along with
time-bound, grievance redressal provisions (including provisions for criminal prosecution), mandatory
penalties for any violation of the Act and compensation for those whose entitlements have been denied. In particular, the Gram Sabha must have effective powers for grievance redressal and monitoring of food-related schemes.
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15. All programmes of food entitlements must have
strong in-built transparency mechanisms, and mandatory requirements of social audit.
16. Within the existing PDS system, the Act must
provide for mandatory reforms such as de-privatisation
of PDS shops, preferably to women’s groups, with
sufficient capital and commissions for new owners;
direct door step delivery of food items to the PDS
shop; and computerisation, along with other measures for transparency.
17. The Act must specify that no laws or policy
shall be passed that adversely impact the enabling
environment for the right to food.
Summary of existing entitlements under Supreme Court Orders
(in the case PUCL vs. Union of India and Ors.
CWP 196/2001)
1. Integrated Child Development Scheme
* There must be an anganwadi centre in every
settlement with special priority to SC/ST habitations
and urban slums, with a provision of an ‘anganwadi
on demand’ where a settlement has at least 40 children under six but no Anganwadi
* All ICDS beneficiaries are entitled to supplementary nutrition for 300 days in a year. The supplementary nutrition should meet the following requirements:
Each child up to 6 years of age to get 300 calories
and 8-10 gms of protein; each adolescent girl, each
pregnant woman and each nursing mother to get 500
calories and 20-25 grams of protein; and each malnourished child to get 600 calories and 16-20 grams
of protein
* Contractors should not be used for supply of
nutrition in anganwadis
* The universalisation of the ICDS involves extending all ICDS services (Supplementary nutrition, growth
monitoring, nutrition and health education, immunization, referral and pre-school education) to every
child under the age of 6, all pregnant women and
lactating mothers and all adolescent girls
2. Mid Day Meal Scheme
* Every child in every Government and Government assisted Primary Schools is entitled to a cooked
mid day meal with a minimum content of 300 calories and 8-12 grams of protein each day of school for
a minimum of 200 days
* In drought-affected areas, children are entitled
to mid-day meal even during summer vacations
3. Targeted Public Distribution System
* All BPL families are entitled to 35kgs of grain
per month
* BPL households should be permitted to buy the
ration in instalments
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* All ration shops should be open regularly
4. Antyodaya Anna Yojana
The following “priority groups” are entitled to
Antyodaya cards: (1) Aged, infirm, disabled, destitute men and women, pregnant and lactating women,
destitute women; (2) widows and other single women
with no regular support; (3) old persons (aged 60 or
above) with no regular support and no assured means
of subsistence; (4) households with a disabled adult
and assured means of subsistence; (5) households
where due to old age, lack of physical or mental
fitness, social customs, need to care for a disabled,
or other reasons, no adult member is available to
engage in gainful employment outside the house;
and (6) primitive tribes.
5. National Old Age Pension Scheme
Eligible old persons should be paid pensions regularly every month. The current scheme provides pensions for all BPL old people above 65 years of age
with a pension of Rs. 400 per month.
6. National Maternity Benefit Scheme
All BPL pregnant women are entitled to a cash
benefit of Rs. 500 irrespective of place of birth, age
of mother and number of children.
7. National Family Benefit Scheme
BPL families are entitled to be paid Rs 10,000
within four weeks through the local sarpanch when
the breadwinner dies.
8. Accountability to Gram Sabhas
Gram Sabhas are entitled to conduct a social
audit into all Food/Employment schemes and to report all instances of misuse of funds to the respective implementing authorities, who shall on receipt
of such complaints, investigate and take appropriate action in accordance with law.
9. Access to information
Gram Sabhas are empowered to monitor the
implementation of the various schemes and have
access to relevant information relating to, inter alia,
selection of beneficiaries and the disbursement of
benefits.
10. Schemes not to be discontinued
The Supreme Court has also given an order that
no scheme covered by the orders made by the Court
shall be discontinued or restricted in any way without the prior approval of the Court.
¾
The Right to Food Campaign, Delhi
righttofood@gmail.com
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India’s Climate Change and Water Policy
A Letter to the Prime Minister
The Prime Minister of India
7, Race Course Road,
New Delhi 110 001
Respected Sir,
Sub: Urgent Concerns on NAPCC and the National Water Mission
We understand that you and the Advisory Council on Climate Change appointed by you are in the
process of finalizing the India’s National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC) and the various missions under the same. We are writing this letter on our concerns regarding the National Water Mission
under the NAPCC, including some general concerns about the NAPCC.
NAPCC: Issues of Process There was no participatory or transparent process in formulation of NAPCC
or even the specific mission plans. When this issue was raised before the Joint Secretary, Union Ministry
of Environment and Forests in September 2008, he said that participatory process should be taken up
during formulation of the mission plans, but that too has not happened. This cannot be an acceptable
situation in any democracy.
Hiding behind the Poor: The Indian government rightly says that they have no obligation to reduce
GHG emissions, following the ‘common but differentiated responsibility’ as described in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. The question is, why should the same principles of
common but differentiated responsibility and equity not be followed within India?
Limited solutions: All the solutions offered across the world so far suffer from the limitation in that
they do not advocate reduction in consumption by the rich, including the rich in India. They all seem to
suggest the current consumption levels and even further growth in the same is possible to be sustained
by various measures, including improving efficiency, shifting to renewable sources of energy and electricity and by adopting some new technologies. While Indian government claims it is serious about mitigation, in practice the entire development trajectory and specific policy measures such as promoting cheap
flights and finance for cheap and luxury cars promotes the growth of emissions, and largely directed to
benefited the rich. Can the earth’s environment sustain this if all the people of the earth were to aspire for
the level of consumption now being used by the US and Western Europe?
No targets for emission reduction: The NAPCC has no targets for emission reduction for India,
except saying that India will not exceed the levels of emissions of the developed countries. India would be
suffering greater impacts of climate change than US, Europe or even China. Within India, the worst
sufferers would be the most vulnerable sections depending on the natural resources for their daily needs,
including the adivasis, the coastal communities, the mountain communities, the rainfed farmers, the land
less and the marginal and small farmers, the dalits, the women and the poor. The contribution of these
vulnerable sections of our population is very little or negative. It is in the name of development of these
people that Indian government is saying we need to be allowed to increase emissions. The trouble, Sir, is
that these people are not participant selecting the development options. Nor are these people benefiting
from most of the mega projects of development. On the contrary, they are suffering further deprivations of
their meager resources. If the development of these sections, including providing access to electricity to
them is the objective, then there are options available that does not require India to continue to increase
emissions. In fact, for the sake of these vulnerable sections, the government of India needs to commit
nationally (NOT internationally) that India will cap its emissions, the target can be decided through a
participatory process.
CDM Projects: In principle the claimed benefits from CDM projects and carbon trade projects are
suspect. Therefore, our government should dissociate itself from it as soon as possible. But as long as it
continues as part of the Kyoto Protocol, some minimum steps need to be taken to bring it under public
scrutiny. Firstly, most projects that have entered the CDM (Clean Development Mechanism) projects
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pipeline from India can not be described as part of sustainable development, nor do they deserve CDM
credits. It is noteworthy that most of these are controlled by corporate bodies that are responsible for lion’s
share of India’s corporate emissions. While the practice of giving single window clearance to such projects
must stop, we need to make the host country clearance process transparent, accountable, participatory
and credible. Moreover, at least 75% of the credits from the credibly certified projects should go to local
community development projects.
THE WATER SECTOR: Some important recommendations in this sector include the following.
* Opportunity to reverse wrong policies: The climate change has provided us a unique, once in a
century kind of opportunity to assess, review, reflect on our current policies and reverse them where we
have gone wrong. This opportunity must not be allowed to go waste. We have a water crisis on our hands
even without the climate change, with vast populations still not able to get water for basic human existence.
More areas are slipping into problem zones as we are not able to ensure source sustainability, because of
the wrong kind of priorities we have been following in water sector. Unfortunately, the National Water
Mission and the NAPCC largely is a collection of business as usual projects, dominated by the misguided
and wrong agenda of more big dams, more big surface storages, more large hydro projects, interlinking of
rivers and so on.
* Participatory process for NWM: As noted above the NWM proposed as of now has been formulated
through a completely non participatory and non transparent process. A time bound, participatory process
for formulation of National Water Mission, National Mission for Sustainable Agriculture and other missions
should be taken up immediately. Credible panels can be set up for taking up this exercise.
* Knowledge Base: Our knowledge base on the issue of impacts of climate change on water sector is
poor. Immediately, we need to come out with a report on the state of the knowledge in this sector and we
need to have annual updates of this report.
* National Water Security Act: We urgently need an act from 3 perspectives: Human Right perspective, including health perspective, ensuring provision of clean water required for drinking and domestic water
use for all as a right; from the livelihood perspective, ensuring the water required for livelihood for all and from
the ecologic perspective, ensuring protection of rivers, wetlands, lakes, water bodies, etc.
* Review and Reform Water Law: There is an urgent need to review prevailing water related laws in
India from the perspective of environmental sustainability and social justice. Current laws are totally devoid
of an ecological, integrated approach and do not reflect the basic principle that water is a common good
and a precious natural resource. The reform process needs to be undertaken in a highly participatory,
decentralized, and democratic way.
* Common Property Resource: Water is essentially common property resource, the state, where it
has a role, is supposed to act as a trustee of this resource, in the interest of the people’s basic needs, in
a democratic manner, which is not the situation today. The proposition in NAPCC and NWM proposal for
developing “new regulatory structures, combined with appropriate entitlements and pricing” and also the
urban water regime seem more like a push towards privatization of water resources, which is not helpful,
appropriate or acceptable.
* Governance: The fundamental problem plaguing this sector is lack of democratic governance. We
urgently need to set up legal and institutional mechanisms to ensure bottom up, participatory, accountable
governance for rivers, for pollution control, river action plans, for groundwater, for environment management,
irrigation systems, lakes, rivers, wetlands, embankments, canals, pipelines, and other related water infrastructure. Such project/river specific committees should be statutory bodies with powers to make necessary mandatory orders with respect to the functioning of the projects.
* Reservoir Operation Committees: To ensure proper and optimum functioning of the existing and
under construction reservoirs in the interest of the people, each reservoir should have a reservoir operation
committee, in which at least 50% members should come from the local communities. As a first step in this
direction, the reservoir operation rules and actual reservoir operation details (inflows, outflows, levels, capacities, and anticipated inflows) should all be made public suo moto on daily basis for each large dam in
India.
* Irrigation Efficiency: The objective of increasing the irrigation efficacy is much needed and laudable,
but such attempts in the past has not succeeded because of the top down, unaccountable governance
systems. Such attempts have left the governance of the larger systems outside the reach of the water
users. Unless this is changed fundamentally, such attempts won’t succeed.
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* Groundwater: We need to understand that groundwater is India’s national water lifeline and will
remain so for many years to come for all sorts of water use. If we want to ensure sustainable existence of
this lifeline, we need work on three fronts: Firstly, ensure the sustenance of the existing groundwater
recharge systems including local water systems & their catchments, wetlands and rivers; secondly, give
top priority to creation of more such systems and thirdly, put in place credible, legally enforceable community led regulation. At the same time, the government needs to promote greater access of groundwater to
the underprivileged, particularly dalits and other backward classes.
* Rivers, wetlands and water bodies: Indian culture and religions are supposed to value Rivers, but
our governance system has no value for rivers flowing with freshwater all round the year. To bridge this
serious lacuna, we need a law for ensuring that perennial rivers have freshwater flow all round the year,
sufficient for various purposes including groundwater recharge, social and environment needs. Similarly we
need law for protection of wetlands, water bodies and catchment of water bodies. We also need to declare
some of the river/ tributaries in each state as NO GO zones, where no dams/ barrages/ hydropower
projects are allowed.
* Catchment area restoration: Given the link between forests and fresh water flows in rivers, there is
an urgent need to take up catchment area eco restoration of at least the highly degraded river basins as a
long term strategy, such restoration would also help the cause of climate.
* Assessment of water resources potential: There is a need to have comprehensive, credible assessment of basin wide potential of water resources development through watershed development, groundwater
recharge, local water systems. Such systems are efficient in harvesting rainwater, in ensuring groundwater
recharge and are in fact more appropriate from employment generation point of view. Such an assessment
does not exist for any basin, it can be started with say Ken and Betwa rivers basins. In the context of
climate change, such options should have top priority.
* Local water systems: Local water systems are efficient in harvesting rainwater, in ensuring groundwater recharge and are in fact more appropriate from employment generation point of view. Such systems,
through examples like Hirwe Bazar in Maharashtra, Laporia in Rajasthan and numerous other places, have
shown that they are the best adaptation measures even in the climate change context.
* Organic farming: Agriculture organic farming practices must be incentivised, chemicals based farming dis-incentivised. Increased organic matter in soil will also increase the water security for the rain-fed
farmers, since it will help increase the moisture holding capacity of the soils, in addition to having mitigation
effect from climate perspective. Water saving, high yielding and low input requiring practices like the System of Rice Intensification should be taken up in right earnest at all the appropriate locations, including
North West India. In fact, SRI can be of immense help in the current situation of uncertain monsoon rains
as it would help spread the limited irrigation water over long distances, reduce the crop maturing period and
reduce seed requirements by upto 90%. Water intensive crops and cropping methods should be discouraged.
* Urban areas: Big cities are increasing and going farther and farther away for tapping water resources
for seemingly insatiable thirst. This is not sustainable, equitable or climate friendly. Cities must be made to
use its available local sources, including rainwater, local water bodies and groundwater in a sustainable
way, the waste water must be treated to recyclable level and a cap must be put on how much water they
can get. The massive Renuka dam on Giri River in Himachal Pradesh, being proposed for the water requirement of Delhi, is an example of inappropriate water project for an already water rich city. For example, the
Planning Commission document Integrated Water Management Policy and Actions dated May 2009 says,
“Delhi, for instance, has more water per capita than Paris.”
* Decentralised waste water treatment: Decentralized waster water treatment facilities should be
the norm. The decentralized systems would also be less energy intensive, less cost intensive, more
efficient and is actually likely to lead to more recycling of the treated water.
* Mainstreaming Climate Change: The environment impact assessment and decision making process of the water reservoirs in India should include an assessment of the possible impact of climate
change on such projects and also the possible contribution of such projects to climate change, including
the assessment of methane emission from such projects. On this last issue, India should take up a study
of methane emission from existing reservoirs. In the decision making process, relative carbon footprint of
different water options should also be an issue of consideration.
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* Approach: The approach towards water must not be a purely supply side response, in any case not
through more large projects. Equity and access to water for all through rights based regime and democratic, bottom up, management must be a central plank for any plans.
* National Water Policy: For the formulation of a new NWP, a detailed participatory exercise should be
started immediately. The NAPCC recommends such review only in consultation with states, but this has to
be a bottom up, participatory process.
* Priority for maintenance of existing infrastructure: Make available adequate funds in the budget
as a first priority to maintain the existing water related infrastructure before spending money on new schemes.
For example, there is a need to ensure that water bodies, reservoirs and canals do not get silted up and
therefore there is a need to make adequate investments for catchment area treatment of existing large,
medium and small dams and also for regular desilting of canals and smaller systems. Similarly maintenance of the canal infrastructure to ensure optimum use of created infrastructure should be given a top
priority. To ensure that all this actually gets done in a transparent and accountable way, the governance in
water sector will have to be changed so that the local people have decisive say in planning, decision
making, implementation and operation of the systems.
* Weeding out unviable ongoing projects: There are a very large number of ongoing big irrigation
projects, many of them are non viable or amounting to zero sum game as the basins or sub basins where
they are situated are already over exploited. They are a drain on the economy & there is a need for a
credible, independent process to ensure that unviable & undesirable projects may be weeded out or scaled
down appropriately.
* Environment Impact Assessment: Our EIAs are notorious for numerous fundamental failures, including blatant plagiarism, falsehoods, and inaccuracies. Firstly, the EIAs must be made available to local
people in their languages. Secondly, all large dams, irrigation projects, flood management projects, hydro
projects above 500 KW must go through the EIA and public hearing process.
* Lack of integration across NAPCC: There is no attempt to ensure cross sectoral integration across
the various parts of NAPCC, missions and development path. Thus while the mission for Himalayan ecosystem talks about the vulnerability of millions in mountain environs, the ongoing and proposed initiatives
on hydropower projects and the infrastructure that comes along with it is not only threatening the lives and
livelihoods of these people, it is also hastening the process of glacier melt through direct impacts, through
change in climate in the mountains and also through some local positive feedback mechanisms. Similarly,
the initiatives on thermal power projects and mining (including coal, bauxite) proposals are threatening the
water resources at numerous sites. The inappropriately undertaken massive agenda of road construction in
mountains is cutting of local water streams, which are local people’s lifeline. Inappropriate mining is destroying both surface and groundwater. There are no policies for appropriate citing of industries, considering
the situation of land, water, forests, climate implications and so on.
We would be happy to meet you to explain this further, if necessary. Thanking you for your attention, we
look forward to your detailed response.

Yours Sincerely,
1. Shripad Dharmadhikary, Manthan Adhyayan Kendra, Madhya Pradesh, manthan.shripad@gmail.com
2. Dr A Latha, River Research Centre, Kerala, rrckerala@gmail.com
3. Manoj Pradhan, Council of Professional Social Workers, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, cpsw@cal2.vsnl.net.in
4. Soumitra Ghosh, NESPON, W Bengal, soumitrag@gmail.com
5. Ravindranath, River Basin Friends, Assam, riverbasinfriends@yahoo.co.in
6. Neeraj Vagholikar, Kalpavriksh, Delhi/ Pune, nvagho@gmail.com
7. Walter Mendoza, Centre for Education and Documentation, Mumbai, Maharashtra, walter@doccentre.net
8. Soumya Dutta, Bharat Jan Vigyan Jatha, Delhi, soumyadutta_delhi@rediffmail.com
9. Vanita Suneja, Oxfam India, Delhi, vanita@oxfamindia.org
10. M.S.Vani, Development Centre for Alternative Policies, New Delhi, msvani@gmail.com
11. Arun Bidani and Nagraj Adve, Delhi Platform, Delhi, bidani.arun@gmail.com
12. Sreedhar, Environics Trust, Delhi, environics@gmail.com
13. Gopal Krishna, WaterWatch Alliance, New Delhi, krishnagreen@gmail.com
14. Vimalbhai, Matu Jan Sangathan, Uttarakhand bhaivimal@gmail.com
15. Himanshu Thakkar, South Asia Network on Dams, Rivers & People, ht.sandrp@gmail.com
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Dalits treated with prejudice - whether a policeman
or an accused
Fact-finding report on the lock-up death in
L.B.Nagar Police station of Hyderabad and suspicious death of constable on Orderly work at an IPS
officer’s residence in Noida, Delhi
A team of Civil Liberties Monitoring Committee
comprising Lateef Mohd Khan, A.Srinivas, S.Q.
Masood, Kaneez Fathima, M.Mandakini,
Mohd.Ismail Khan, Mohd Kaleem Ahmed and
Rangaswamy visited the houses of the Armed Police Constable P.Muralinath, who died in the house
of DIG Octopus Vivek Dubey in Noida,Delhi, and
the lockup death of 30 year old Janardhan at
L.B.nagar Police station of Hyderabadto know the
facts of the incidents.we conducted the fact finding
of both the incidents together, because the persons janardhan the accused and the police constable
were from the Dalit community, and were the victims of discrimination and torture. A Dalit may be
accused or policeman but his fate will remain untouched.
1.Janardhan a Dalit youth, was kept in illegal
detention and tortured for three days on the charges
of theft where he died; we reached his house and
spoke to his family members mother Sattemma,
brother Sadanand, who gave us the facts. He said
that his brother was picked up by policemen in civil
dress from his house on the midnight of 2nd August. An oral complaint was given in Golconda police station on which the Golconda police sent an
alert message through wireless. Janardhan who was
working as security guard, his family members
started searching him on 3rd august but were unable to find him. On 4th August at 4pm, L.B.Nagar
policemen brought him to his house in Tata Sumo
and took away 2 tola gold chain, a gold ring, two
cell phones, TV, bank pass book and pension pass
book. Janardhan’s condition was very bad and except his sister nobody else was present in home at
that time. Janardhan was not even able to stand
properly and fell down many a times. When asked
for water and food, he was kicked by the policemen
on his stomach and told that he will be fed at his in
laws house. Later in the evening at 7pm they got
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the information that he was shifted to Gandhi Hospital where he was declared brought dead.
Janardhan’s relatives’ 40-50 members demonstrated
at L.B. Nagar PS and later the dead body was
handed over to them after the postmortem.
Sadanand said that there were signs of beatings on
his feet soul. There were marks of torture on stomach, ribs, near the eyes and on the face. Janardhan’s
brother says that even if there were charges of theft
on his brother, then that should have been dealt
according to the law. His mother questioned why
her son was kidnapped and killed? Is this police or
the gang of killers? His brother Sadanand said that
a case of murder and SC/ST Atrocities Act should
be booked on the killers and they should be punished, so that no other youth becomes the prey of
such kind of torture. The team then reached the
L.B Nagar PS and met SI Naveen Kumar and SHO
Saidulu and enquired about the facts. First of all
they denied saying that they do not know anything
about the facts, then as the team started asking
them questions, they were compelled to say and
told that a case has been booked in Chilkalguda
PS under section 176 Cr PC, and also said that
this incident happened because of ill fate, otherwise who will want to loose their jobs by doing such
things, and they also said that 5 police persons
suspended were one Inspector of Police, two newly
recruited Sub Inspectors (M.ravi, Ranjit kumar I.O’s
in this case) and two constables.
In this incident the fact finding team, came on
conclusion, that the torture in illegal detention is
the cause of the death of this youth, lockup deaths
and custodial deaths are serious crimes and shame
for civil society. By taking the advantage of govt
uniform, police used all kinds of third degree torture
methods until the death of the person in custody. It
is fact that every police station in India has become
a torture cell, and in Hyderabad the situation is such
horrible that the police stations are like Abu ghareeb
and gountanamo bay (Americans) torture cells. The
feeling of impunity in police and support of ruling
class turned them as killer force. In the eyes of
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common person, every uniform wearing police officer
is cruel and inhuman
2.Like wise the team visited the house of Armed
Police Constable P.Muralinath(Dalit) who was sent
on orderly work to the house of Vivek Dubey, DIG
Octopus at Noida, and spoke to the wife of Muralinath
and consoled her. She said that her husband was a
self-respectable person and in near future was to get
promoted to the post of SI; he was very fond of stars.
One day suddenly he got orders from CPL commandant Mr. Abraham Lincoln to reach Delhi immediately.
On the fear that he might loose the chances of promotion if he does not obey the order, he decided to
go to Delhi. This orderly work was for 15 days. On
morning of 20th July he left for Delhi by AP express
from Hyderabad railway station. As Noida is a remote area, where barely anything is available, he took
with himself 2 cell phones and chargers. on 22nd he
called his wife and expressed dissatisfaction about
the living conditions. Apart from the work for which
he was sent, he was also asked to Wash clothes,
clean utensils and clean toilets. According to his wife,
her husband was under house arrest. His last call to
her came on 28th July, wherein he expressed a kind
of fear and said that he will be killed; he asked his
wife to go and meet Home minister Ms. Sabita Reddy,
do Dharna in front of Assembly and lodge a complaint in Police station, and at any cost save his life.
He also called his sister and told the same things,
and also said that he is beaten on his private parts
very badly and he was forced to drink his own urine.
His wife started worrying and discussed with the family
members, and also was planning to lodge a complaint in police station. On 30th night at round 8.30pm
two constables paid a general visit. Again on 31st
July two constables came and one constable named
Venkatesh asked Ms. Kavita not to lodge complaint,
and said a reliever is sent and Murali will be called
back and further suggested, after her husband comes
back, both of you go and give complaint. On 1st August, they got information that Murlinath has died,
on which the family members gave complaints to
Home Minister and SHRC, and then they came to
know that Muralinath was buried in Gwalior after postmortem. They demanded that the body should be
handed over to the family. Deceased Muralinath’s wife
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said that the department did not even give the news
of the death of her husband, instead they hid the
facts and it was a great conspiracy in which the
police officials of Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
Uttar Pradesh and Delhi are involved. Ms. Kavita also
said that only on the base of caste they have been
harassed, and this is not the first incident of this
kind, earlier also such incidents happened. Ms.
Kavita’s wish was that she should have a last look
at her husband; therefore she went to mortuary and
saw the body. She was shocked to see that the
head was cut off from the body, the fingers were cut,
and other body parts were missing.
After knowing all the facts, the fact finding team
observes that, a person who is a dalit, whether he
might be an accused or a policeman, there is no
difference in discriminatory treatment, he is always
tortured and killed.
The demands of the Civil Liberties fact-finding
team are as follows:
1. In both the cases, the culprits should be
booked under SC/ST Atrocities Act and a case of
murder under section 302 should be registered and
the culprits should be arrested
2. Judicial enquiry should be conducted on the
lock up death case, and CBI enquiry should be done
on the suspicious death of constable, because there
is inter- state link of the IPS officers of three states
3. For the enquiry of Muralinath case, the threemember committee was formed to protect IPS Vivek
Dubey, therefore the report is not reliable
4. DIG Octopus Vivek Dubey should be immediately suspended and arrested in the case of constable death, and the five police officers who are
suspended in the case of lock up death, should be
immediately arrested
5. In both the cases, the family members should
be given ex gratia and government employment
6. Stop the torture and close the torture cells ¾

Lateef Mohd Khan (CLMC), A.Srinivas (CLMC),
Kaneez Fathima (CLMC), M. Mandakini (CLMC),
S.Q.Masood (NAPM), Mohd Ismail Khan (CLMC),
Kaleem Ahmed (NAPM), Ranga Swamy (CLMC)
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Gruesome assault on Shamim Modi in her own house at Vasai
A fact finding report
Background
Shamim Modi who is presently teaching at the
Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) as an Assistant Professor, is an activist of Shramik Adivasi
Sanghtan, which has been working in Betul, Harda
and other districts of Madhya Pradesh. Shamim is
married to Anurag Modi who is also an activist with
Shramik Adivasi Sanghatan. Her work has focused
against the atrocities and injustice meted out to
adivasis, mill workers and unorganized laborers in
the area. For the last many years, due to the nexus
between officials and the industrial lobby in Madhya
Pradesh, she has been harassed, jailed, told to leave
from 8 different districts in M.P. There have also been
a number of attempts on her life (this is evident from
the various press notes, fact finding reports, FIRs
lodged by Shamim and court cases as well as information shared by Shamim and Anurag Modi. Attached
is another fact finding report by various human right
activists when Shamim was jailed and bail was denied to her in February 2009.
Now a serious and heinous attempt to kill
her was made not in M.P. but in Vasai at her
home on 23rd June 2009 in the afternoon. A twoperson fact-finding team, consisting of Mukta
Srivastava and Lena (went to Vasai on 28th June
2009). This is the report of our findings.
Investigation
1. Meeting with Shamim in Prakash Nursing
Home
We went to meet Shamim around 1.15 pm in the
Prakash Nursing Home. We found Shamim lying on
the bed with bandages on her throat, arms, fingers,
scalp and stomach. She welcomed us in a spirited
manner despite her condition. When we asked about
her husband Anurag, she replied that he has gone to
the police station. We asked Shamim if she would
be able to tell us the incident in detail. She agreed
and started narrating the incident from the beginning.
Shamim has been living in a rented accommodation at Vasai for last one month. The building has a
watchman named Rakesh Nepali who is about 2527 years old.
A. The attack
On 23rd July between 2.30-2.45 pm, Shamim was
sleeping in the bedroom which is in the corner of her
house beyond the hall, kitchen, bathroom, and her
child’s room. Her son had gone for his tuition classes.
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Rakesh, the watchman of the building knocked
on the door. When she opened the door, he said that
he had come to see if the tanks in the house are
filling with water. She allowed him to enter the house
as he was known to her and she was comfortable
with him. But quite unlike earlier times when he would
visit the house and the door used to be kept open, this
time he closed the main door immediately on entering the house. Still she did not doubt anything as
she thought maybe he had closed it unconsciously.
He entered the bedroom which has a glass window that opens towards a creek at the back. The
windows were shut, of which one window was made
of net. He checked the water in one of the tanks
which was outside and above the bathroom and which
had a low water level. He then asked to check the
other tank which was inside the bedroom. Shamim
told him that there was no need to do that as the
tank was full and it had no problem. But he insisted
on checking the tank in the bedroom, saying that
there was a connection between the two water tank
lines, and to repair the first one he had to see the
second one which was in the bedroom.
He caught her unaware and grabbed Shamim’s
neck from behind and hit on her head twice with the
baton which he was carrying as watchman. She
started bleeding. She then ran to the window
and shouted, “Save me.” He hit her again twice on
her head.
Shamim having a presence of mind and not panicking, thought that this man has come to either rape
her or kill her. She told herself that at any cost she
had to survive, and not succumb to the injury or faint.
She said that at that moment she separated her mind
from her body.
She tried to snatch the baton and broke it into
two. In the process of tussle, he hit her on the finger,
which was almost broken. She fell on the bed; he
grabbed her hair and pulled her head. Then he immediately took out a saw (aari) from his pocket and
slit her throat which started bleeding profusely.
Shamim was still fighting and stayed alert. She
started engaging him in conversation so that he
wouldn’t be able to think. She asked him why he
was doing this, did he want money, if so she would
give him all that she had.
He was emphatic that he did not want any money.
Then she again asked what he wanted but he did not
say anything. Then he pulled her nighty and she feared
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that he was going to rape her. She said, “Bhaiya aap
mere bete ke itane accha dost ho, aur aap mera
balatkar karne ja rahe ho, aap mere bacche jaise
ho.” But he had something else in mind and not rape,
pulled her nighty up and slit her stomach.
Shamim again asked him, “Bhaiya, paise le loo
agar tumhe chahiye,” she kept saying this to engage
him in talk and to divert his mind. Then he said ok
give me money. Shamim asked him to take her to
the hall where her purse was in a cupboard which
was unlocked. She took out the purse and handed
over only Rs. 2500 to him though she had about Rs.
5000 in her purse. In the process, she snatched
the aari, hid it inside the purse and kept it in the cupboard. She again asked him why was he doing this
to her if he was not interested in money. He said,
“Bandook nikalkar kahani khatam kar doon kya?”
Shamim saw him being restless and walking in and
out of the room, and his mind not working. He asked
her to give him the house key. She told him the key
is with the neighbor in flat 201. He became most restless and nervous. Then she told him to put her in her
son’s room as she knew that this room could not be
locked from the outside. He just dumped her in the
room and she immediately locked herself inside.
He then fled, leaving his sandals behind and
bolting the main door from the outside. Shamin came
out of the room after he had left, called the neighbor
through the intercom and told them to open the door.
She cried for help but the neighbors, mostly
women, were very scared when they looked at
Shamim’s state. They did not have courage to even
to tie her blood-soiled hair. On the contrary, they were
crying and were frightened. Shamim phoned her parents who stay in Vasai itself, and they admitted her
in the Prakash Nursing Home.
Shamim is confident that this was a politically
motivated attempt to murder her, and the ex-Minister, Mr. Kamal Patel and Mr. Natwar Patel from Sawmill Owners Association are involved. Shamim has
been working for the rights of the mill workers and
has many times come under threat in this regard.
She believes these people have a hand in this attack.
B. The backdrop of the incident as told by
Shamim and Anurag
Rakesh, the watchman of her building has been
very popular among the residents of the building.
Many families and the children in the building had
familiar comfort with him. He never raised his voice or
misbehaved with anyone. So no one ever doubted
him. Both Rakesh and her son Palash had very cordial relations and used to play together. Rakesh used
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to collect all the information regarding Shamim and
her family from her son. He found out that her husband Anurag had gone to Madhya Pradesh and would
not come back soon.
Between 19th and 22nd July, he visited some of
her immediate neighbors on the same floor under
the pretext that he needed to phone, etc. He found
out that the male members of some of the houses of
the floor were out of station. He also found out that
Shamim was alone with her son. He found out when
Palash her son goes to school or tuition.
On 19th July at around 9 pm at night, he visited
Shamim and asked if he could use the phone. At
that time her son had gone to the dhobi for collecting clothes. Shamim knew him so happily allowed
him to use the telephone, which was kept in the hall
itself near the main door. He kept talking for about
15 min. He kept the main door open all along.
However later when police tried to track the phone
call from Tata telecom company, it was found out
that he was just pretending to phone but no phone
call was made during that time.
2. Talk with neighbors
We went to visit the residential society where
Shamim has been living and talked with one of the
immediate neighbors. We found out that Rakesh had
won the confidence of everyone in the society, and if
his sandals were not found outside Shamim’s house
that day, no one would have believed that Rakesh
could ever do this.
More importantly, we found out that even the
neighbors believe that it was not a case of robbery.
This conclusion was made based on observation of
the house and that of other neighbors and the fact
that even Shamim did not wear any gold, etc, which
may prompt him to do such heinous crime for money.
3. Anurag’s information
Anurag Modi who was in MP due to a court case
came back to Vasai on the 25th of July. We met him
after he came back to the hospital from the police
station. According to Anurag, he went to give his
statement to the police but, to his surprise, the police had already recorded a statement on his behalf
and wanted Anurag to sign on it. Police is somehow
trying to make this incident as a case of robbery
which it is not. Anurag told the police that he will
make his own statement the police will have to admit it.
He also sent a SMS on 30th that the police have
fudged the statement by Shamim to make it a robbery case.
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4. Lapses by the Security agency
There is no identification data kept by the security agency on Rakesh, such as his real name, address, photographs, etc. This is sheer lapse on the
part of security agency.
5. The police investigation
Fortunately, Shamim’s brother who visited her
when she came to stay at Vasai, had taken photographs of her house, building, others and also the
watchman. This helped the police in their investigation into the matter.
The police have found out that Rakesh has been
born and brought up in Dombivali, near Mumbai and
his family was staying there but recently they shifted
to Nepal, except her brother who is married to a
Maharashtrian woman. Rakesh was in his house till
25th July, 2 days after the assault, and then left for
Nepal.
The Police have found out that the watchman hid
his identity by giving wrong name. His real name is
not Rakesh Nepali but Jang Abrader.
This clearly shows the lackadaisical attitude of
Police that despite the fact that Rakesh was in Thane
till 25th July the police could not arrest him.
The statement given by Shamim’s brother to the
police has been misinterpreted as a robbery case
when the fact was Shamim offered him the money
just to divert his mind.
Page 05...

Conclusion:
* In our perception there seems to be a motivation to kill her other than a robbery in this case.
* It may be politically motivated knowing Shamim’s
history and background, and her struggle for justice
for the marginalized and against the powerful and
the state.
* There are serious lapses on the part of the security agency.
* The police’s attitude is lackadaisical and, to
simplify the matter, the police is out to prove it is a
case of robbery.
* This is yet again a violent attack on the human
right defenders in a democratic society like ours.
This incident and attack on Shamim’s life is
shocking.
We condemn such gruesome act and demand
* The accused should be brought to the book
immediately.
* A CBI probe should be conducted on the incident to expose those behind this incident and they
should also be brought to the book.
* Probe the lapses on the part of the security
agency and take legal action against it. Stricter regulation should be made for the security agencies to
protect the life and property of the residents.
¾
Mukta and Lena
mukta.srivastava@gmail.com

Failure to Introduce LAA – R&R Bills is Victory of People’s Movements

and industry is crucial to the planning of natural resources, affecting a large majority of our population let
the process not be such as to smell of secrecy and
conspiracy against the toiling millions, but fully transparent and consultative.
The UPA Govt. should also not avoid but bring into
public domain the Draft National Development Policy
approved by the National Advisory Council (NCA) chaired
by Sonia Gandhi herself in 2006, which was a better
attempt towards resolution of conflict within UPA and
across the country. The opportune time is here and
now and hence our appeal with a warning to the UPA
Govt. to take the right and just steps by declaring a white
paper on this issue, calling for regional consultations
inviting people’s movements and putting the NAC approved draft before the people and the Parliament.
We demand a decentralized development planning
act based on article 243 of the
Constitution, pesa 1996 and forest rights act, 2006
and urge the government to
Immediately:
1. Repeal the land acquisition act of british legacy
2. Issue a white paper on land acquisition, displacement and rehabilitation for the last 60 years
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3. Shelve the two bills in their present form and
hold a national consultation on the NAC approved draft
along with the displaced people and the People’s
organisations
4. Institute a joint parliamentary standing committee for the enactment of the comprehensive Development Planning Act
¾
Medha Patkar (NAPM/NBA), Sandeep Pandey
(NAPM/Asha Parivar), Gautam Bandopadhyay (Nadi
Ghati Morcha), Shaktiman Ghosh (National Hawkers
Federation), Ashok Chowdhury & Pushpa (NFFPFW),
Bhupendra Rawat (Jan Sangharsh Vahini), Suniti S R
(Visthapan Virodhi Sangharsh Samiti), Rajendra Ravi
(NAPM, Delhi), Simpreet Singh (Ghar Bachao Ghar
Banao Andolan), Dayamani Barla (INSAF), P
Chennaiah (APVVU), Gabriele/Geeta Ramakrishnan
(NMPS), Venkatesh (NAPM, Karnataka), Sandhya Devi
(Kalahandi Mahila Mahasangh), Anand Mazgaonkar
(Paryavaran Suraksha Samiti), Ulka Mahajan (SEZVirodhi Sangharsh Samiti), Vimal Bhai (Matu Jan
Sangathan), Debjit (NAPM, West Bengal), Dr. Sunilam
(Madhya Pradesh Kisan Sangharsh Samiti), Bhupinder
Rawat (NAPM, Delhi)
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From the Mainstream Media..

The Inheritors of Loss
Manshi Asher
In an article published in Tehelka, Manshi Asher
asks who really benefits from the Land Acquisition
Act and the Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act.
The mainstream media cannot stop talking about
how Mamata Bannerjee has thrown the spanner in
the works for the two most crucial proposed legislations - the Land Acquisition Act (LAA) Amendment
Bill and the Rehabilitation and Resettlement (R&R)
Bill 2007 which is causing undue delay in bringing
about a “greater balance” between needs of the land
owners versus requirements of industry. Notwithstanding that this realization has dawned a century
too late, the belief that passing of these two bills in
their current form will lead to a resolution of land
“disputes”, is seriously misplaced. Firstly, the articulation of this problem of displacement, which has
now assumed crisis proportion in the country, as
merely a dispute between two parties with conflict
of interest is flawed. What we are seeing here is
systematic, not to mention forced, transfer of land
and other resources from farmers, agricultural
labourers, fishworkers, tenants to profit making entities with the government acting as an intermediary. Secondly, Mamata didi is not the only one who
is aghast at the solution being offered to this crisis.
On 23rd and 24th July 2009, more than a thousand representatives of displaced people and those
facing threat of displacement gathered at Jantar
Mantar in the capital to oppose the two Bills as they
stand. People losing their resources to dams, mines,
SEZs, highways and infrastructure projects from
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Maharshtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Himachal, sent
out a clear message ‘No more displacement’. This
got little media attention. Not unusual because for
the last few decades ‘development’ displaced people
have been trying to make their voice be heard and
little heed has been paid to their demand for repeal
of the LAA and introduction of a comprehensive legislation that makes place for just development where
the displaced are not merely treated as collateral
damage.
”There has to be recognition that there has been
historical injustice where millions of people have been
displaced without any recognition of their rights and
the government must bring out a white paper on the
on Land Acquisition, Displacement and Rehabilitation for the last 60 years” said Ashok Chowdhary,
leader of the National Forum for Forest People and
Workers in his address at the protest meet.
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It was in the backdrop of several local and national movements over two decades that a process
of consultation began with the National Advisory
Council (NAC) of the UPA’s last tenure in 2005. The
outcome was a comprehensive development policy
document that looked at the key issues of displacement and rehabilitation and was to evolve into legislation. The critical elements of the NAC draft included
a provision of prior informed consent of the ‘gram
sabha’ in the land acquisition process; challenging
eminent domain and limiting the definition of ‘public
purpose’; land for land lost; and making rehabilitation available notwithstanding the number of displaced
persons. The government however did a u-turn by
introducing the National Rehabilitation Policy 2006
drafted by the Ministry of Rural Development which
discarded the key principles that existed in the NAC
draft. It is this policy that then took form of the R&R
Bill 2007 with its twin bill that sought amendment in
the LAA of 1894.
Apart from completely negating the consultative
process that had taken place earlier these bills contained clauses that were entirely contrary to the objective of protecting the interests of the affected
people. The amendment to the LAA 1894 seeks to
expand the definition of ‘public purpose’ to enable
acquisition for private parties for a variety of activities
ranging from infrastructure projects to airports, mines
or “any other purpose useful”. “This is simply unacceptable because it strengthens eminent domain of
the state that too for purely private interests and thus
undermines the constitutional rights of the people”
adds Medha Patkar, leader of Narmada Bachao
Andolan and National Alliance of People’s Movements.
Further, most objectionable clauses of the original LAA 1894 have been retained. For instance, the
“urgency clause”, under section 17, which allows land
to be acquired without a hearing on objections, is
still there. “What use is this amendment for us if
they cannot do away with draconian provisions?”
says Guman Singh of the Himalaya Niti Abhiyan,
Himachal Pradesh siting the example of the Renuka
Dam project where the section is being used to coerce the affected people into selling their lands. He
also challenges the eligibility criteria for rehabilitation, which has been fixed as 200 families enmasse
being displaced for hill areas. “In mountain areas
habitations are scattered and in case of hydropower
projects the direct displacement is smaller but the
June - September, 2009 è Movement of India
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impact area can be the population of the entire river
valley which will never be considered as “affected”
under these laws “ adds Guman.
The most debatable clause of the LAA amendment requires that private entities directly purchase
70% of the land from the owners, after which the
government will ‘acquire’ the rest under the provisions
of the two acts. This has been made to sound fair
but will create a new set of complications as the
provisions, like social impact assessment (SIA) study
and eligibility for R&R, would only apply to 30% of
the affected population whose land has been acquired
by the state. This obviously means that the SIA is
not really mandatory for the entire project and public
opinion will not be a deciding factor in whether the
project is socially feasible or acceptable. The 70:30
provision legitimises land grab and seriously undermines existing legislations like those on Land Ceiling or PESA that protect community rights over land.
Dayamani Barla, an adivasi activist and leader from
Jharkhand states, “The ChhotaNagpur Tenancy Act
states that agricultural land cannot be sold or transferred to a non-Adivasi and certainly not for commercial purposes in adivasi belts”.
But the critique of the present bills is not just
about the definition of public purpose or the 70:30
clause on land acquisition. “When has ‘land acquisition’ ever been a people’s agenda? The establishment of community control over resources and their
legal legitimacy is what the people want. This is a
pre-condition for any land acquisition”, asserts activFrom 22...

People Caught ....................

to be cut down. Since that time our food security
has been impaired. In British times the adivasis could
still enter the forest. Jangal Mohal belonged to the
Midnapore Zamindari Company. After the company
went away the government took over and said that
adivasis were destroying the forest, expelled us. In
1964 came the first protected forests. Even the joint
forest management taught the people that the forest
has value only as timber. People started to see the
forest as a source of cash, not as a source of food
and medicine and livelihood.
Adivasi panchayat system has customary laws,
tied to the religion. Each Santhal village has a
Majhiharam or chief. Several villages together have a
Parganaith, who resolves disputes between villages
and investigates complaints against the
Majhiharams. Every year during the Hul, the sacred
hunt, is selected a Dishom Majhi, the Chief Justice
of the Santhals. He represents the ultimate authority among Santhals and is the ultimate court of appeal.
Government panchayats don’t know or respect
these laws. The CPI(M) party men consume all the
funds allocated to the locality. They look only to the
interests of the party. They support party members,
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ist-researcher C.R.Bijoy.
“A detailed land use plan down to the level of the
panchayat should be prepared for each State and
passed by the Assembly. Any acquisition of land or
large-scale land use change should be in compliance with the State level land use plan” states a
submission made by the Campaign for Survival and
Dignity, to the Parliamentary Standing Committee
(PSC) on Rural Development who reviewed the two
bills last year with representations from various ministries, state government and people’s groups.
The PSC presented its reports on both the bills
to the Lok Sabha in October 2008 but there was
little debate on them and recommendations from the
report were not incorporated in the bills that the Lok
Sabha passed in its March 2009 session. The bills
could not clear the vote at the Rajya Sabha then.
Now the UPA, under pressure to deal with land acquisition problems being faced by projects, is attempting to bring in the bills once again in their current form.
People’s movements have rejected the bills in
their present form and are demanding that the NAC
draft be brought back or the bills be referred to a
Joint Parliamentary Committee and concerns be
adequately incorporated. Yes, there will be further
delay. But till the root of this ailment is treated the
right to reject band-aid remedies must be reserved
with those who suffer.
¾
Courtesy: Tehelka, September 21, 2009
not others, and so they create resentment, disturb
the village peace. It used to be that if one house had
a ripe squash, it would give part to the neighbor. The
party has damaged the good relations between the
people in Santhal villages. Now you would point to
someone and say, “He does CPI(M),” or “He does
Congress.”
Last 10 years we have had assaults on villagers
in the name of looking for Maoists. Police torture is
creating new Maoists. The government is not saying
clearly what the boundary of the Salboni project is.
Now 10 Santhal villages are completely empty. The
police are camping in schools, they have been closed
for 3 or 4 months. The students protested, the police
lathi-charged them. Now is the time to sow rice, it
could not be done because of the police. All the men
have fled across the Subarnarekha. The whole year
they get this one crop, it gives them one meal a day.
There will be no harvest at all this year. There will be
no substantial crop for the rest of the year. Their economic spine is broken. They will take loans from
mahajans, will give their land as bond. Will end up
as landless laborers. It will then be easy to buy up
the land for industry.
¾

Madhusree Mukerjee is the author of The Land
of Naked People
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From the Mainstream Media..

Derailing lives
In an article published in Frontline, Lyla
Bavadam reveals that demolishing Mumbai’s
Laljipada slum for a rail project will mean destroying the livelihoods of some 40,000 people living
and working there. The 40-year-old Laljipada slum
is situated on the banks of the Poisar river. It has
six colonies spread over 48 hectares.
Last September, when H.M. Chandrashekar, a
resident of the Laljipada slum in the north Mumbai
suburb of Kandivili, curiously asked a man with
surveying equipment what he was doing outside
his house, he was in for a rude shock. “My blood
ran cold when he told me that a Metro railcar shed
yard was going to be built at this very spot,” he
recalled. Chandrashekar, a cable operator, said his
first thoughts were of the future. “Where will we
move to? What will happen to our businesses? We
have been here for so long. Our lives and our jobs
are intertwined. Demolish Laljipada and you will
have some 30,000 unemployed people,” he said.
Laljipada’s residents are largely entrepreneurs
running cottage industries from their homes that
are as small as 100 square feet. Primarily migrants
from North India, they contradict the popular perception that migrants take away jobs from the local population. The 20,000 families here are selfemployed; they make products that feed into larger
businesses such as imitation jewellery, recycled
plastic and paper waste, or operate small tailoring
or bakery units. With each family contributing in
some way or the other to the final finished product,
all the families here are dependent on each other
for their livelihood.
As Chandrashekar said, “finding another means
of livelihood will be more difficult than finding another place to live”.
The nearly 40-year-old Laljipada slum comprises six colonies spread over 120 acres (1 acre
= 0.4 hectare). The Mumbai Metropolitan Regional
Development Authority’s (MMRDA) Rs.45,000-crore
Metro Rail project plans to build a railcar depot on
the site of Laljipada. The residents say they are
not against the Metro project or against the railcar
depot; they oppose only the large-scale evictions
in the name of development.
The Maharashtra Regional Town Planning Act
states that projects have to be done in consulta56

Lyla Bavadam

tion with the affected people. It was only after a protest was organised by the Ghar Bachao-Ghar Banao
Andolan, an activist organisation that takes up cudgels against urban evictions, that a public hearing
was held in which slum-dwellers and MMRDA officials interacted.
Slum-dweller Kakubhai Koddur’s children join the
parents in decorating imitation jewellery to supplement the family income. The aim of the National
Rehabilitation and Resettlement Policy, 2007, is to
“minimise displacement and to promote, as far as
possible, non-displacing or least displacing alternatives”. With this in mind, the activists suggested that
the car shed be shifted to another vacant plot, but
MMRDA officials said their technical feasibility studies had found the suggested site unsatisfactory.
When the activists asked to see the report, it was
not forthcoming.
There are more reasons to doubt the accuracy of
the studies and assessment reports. The initial plan
was to take over the entire area for the depot. Following protests, the MMRDA said that only 50 to 60
acres were required, and after the public hearing, it
brought it down to 12 to 15 acres. This has made the
slum residents wary since acquisitions of vast tracts
of land in the area in the recent past ostensibly for
public purposes turned out to be cases of land grab
by politicians.
The Babrekar Nagar slum, which adjoined
Laljipada, was demolished about 13 years ago and
on it now stand an engineering college promoted by
Bharatiya Janata Party leader Gopinath Munde and
a government hospital. There is also a large vacant
plot with a board proclaiming it to be the property of
the Manjra Charitable Trust, set up by former Congress Chief Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh. Fearing that
Laljipada may go the same way, activists made a
request for the details of the car shed project via the
Right to Information Act but it was rejected on the
grounds that their disclosure would be a threat to
national security.
Laljipada is on the banks of the Poisar river, which,
until the Mumbai floods of 2005, was considered a
nullah, or drain. Recent environmental awareness
campaigns and safety concerns have reinstated it
as a river. So when the residents heard that the car
depot was to be built across the river, they were worJune - September, 2009 è Movement of India
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ried about its environmental impact. It is not yet known
whether “across the river” means building an elevated
depot or just filling in the river.
The history of relief and rehabilitation (R&R) in
the country shows that no displaced community has
been shifted en masse so far, though this is a requirement of good R&R. Resettlement is invariably a
piecemeal effort that shreds the social and economic
fabric.
Laljipada’s residents have been told that they will
be resettled, but they have not got any details of the
R&R package. The slum stands on land belonging
to the Collectorate of Mumbai. Many of the families
have lived there for nearly 40 years; about 300 families actually have land allotment letters because they
were shifted to Laljipada in 2000 from the surroundings of the Mumbai airport. If Laljipada is demolished,
it will mean multiple displacement for these families.
Simpreet Singh of the Ghar Bachao-Ghar Banao
Andolan says, “Slums are organic in nature. For survival reasons, everything and everyone is dependent
on the other. For this reason, it is also a very fragile
society. Small changes can be absorbed, but to break
up the mass is as good as killing it because of the
very nature of interdependency. All the cottage industries are within the neighbourhood and feed each
other.”
Dineshbhai buys old plastic items. At his workshop in Laljipada, he breaks it down, powders it and
sells it to Ram Prajapati, who buys it for his small
plastic moulding business.
Ramzan Ali, who came to Mumbai from Uttar
Pradesh 25 years ago, buys scrap paper from printing presses in the city. He and his family then sort
the white strips from the coloured ones and send the
sorted bundles to paper factories in Gujarat.
In another part of the slum, Shambhunath Patel
purchases recycled metal bars from Sajjan Bagwan.
He melts them in his workshop-cum-home to make
bangles, earrings, necklaces and rings. These dull,
lead-grey items will then be sent to his neighbour
Basant Chauhan for electroplating. When they

From 4...

Old Wine in New Bottle ..............

emerge as shiny pieces of jewellery, they are sent
to Kakubhai Koddur’s family.
Koddur’s children, after finishing their schoolwork,
sit with their mother late into the night adorning the
bangles, necklaces and rings with coloured stones
and glass. The finished items of imitation jewellery
and plastic accessories go to Kausalya Devi, who
runs a vegetable shop. In between selling vegetables,
she and her son deftly stack the items in cardboard
boxes, while her daughter does some tailoring work.
In this way, more than 40,000 people have created
jobs for themselves. About 24,000 of them are engaged in sorting and recycling plastics, glass, metal
and paper waste, while 5,500 work in small bakeries within the slum. And 15,000 women are employed
in the imitation jewellery business. Tailoring and grocery stores also thrive here.
Since this is all in the informal sector, it is difficult to quantify the business done but it is believed
that the paper and metal recycling work carried out
in Laljipada is more than that in Dharavi, a slum five
times bigger than Laljipada in size and with three
times its population. “Laljipada is like assembly line
production… it is like a factory but not as destructive and space-consuming as a factory because here
people live and work in the same space,” says
Simpreet Singh.
Laljipada’s residents have created their own network for earning a living. “We are not beggars or
bootleggers, nor are we engaged in any anti-social
activity. We do not get anything from the state. We
are self-employed,” said Keshav Gupta, who has a
small, hand-operated plastic moulding unit. “If the
Metro yard is built over our homes, it is not just structures they will be breaking. It will be our lives.” If
Laljipada is demolished and its community broken
up, then it will be one more victim of the well-worn,
poverty-creating formula that is going on in some
other parts of the country in the name of development.
¾
Courtesy: Frontline, August 29-Sep. 11, 2009
the people of Raigad, Singur, Goa, Nandigram, Gorai,
Plachimada, Kalinga Nagar, Umbargaon, Kashipur and
recently Lalgarh, Rewa, Mundra, Niyamgiri and
Jagatsinghpur. Fumes are visible, but the fire is yet to
start. Unfortunately, amendments in LAA or a National
Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme or a newly packaged Rehabilitation Bill cannot douse that fire!
¾

be able to hold on to their chairs and positions.
These wars will be fought in the ways in which the
offensive from the state takes place; and let us remember that people across the country are now in a
position that they prefer fighting and dying for their land,
water and forests to starvation deaths.
Vijayan MJ works with Delhi Forum & is also associThis is no romantic rhetoric. This is what has been ated with Delhi Solidarity Group
demonstrated by the stiff and localized resistance by
vijayan@delhiforum.net
Movement of India è June - September, 2009
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NAPM News and Notes
September 15 2009:
NAPM, NCPRI, TISS, SEZ Virodhi Manch along
with many other movements oganised First public
audit of special economic zones at Div village of
Raigad district in Maharashtra where farmers and
affected people from 8 districts presented their cases
before an eminent panel comprising Prabash Joshi,
writer and journalist; Professor Trilochan Sastry,
board member and academic dean, Indian Institute
of Management (IIM), Bangalore; Anand Teltumbde,
writer and activist; E.A.S. Sarma, retired Power
Secretary to the Government of India; Professor
Swapna Banerjee Guha, professor, Tata Institute of
Social Sciences (TISS); and Professor Mary
Alphonse, principal, College of Social Work, Nirmala
Niketan. Farmers at the first public audit of special
economic zones (SEZs) in Maharashtra raised trenchant questions on the constitutional validity of the
law permitting these zones, and called for dislodging the government that was promoting such illegalities. Public audits will also take place in seven other
States and conclude in Delhi later this year and a
report is expected to be sent to the government.
The Tamil Nadu People’s Audit of SEZs will
start from 23rd-26th October, with a briefing in
Chennai on 23rd followed by simultaneous travel to
3 different locations on 24th-25th and a concluding
meeting in Chennai on 26th.
Next to that is the Mangalore (Karnataka)
People’s Audit of SEZs is on November 8th in
the MSEZ area followed by a review meeting on 9th
morning.
More information on this can be sought from
People’s
Audit
of
SEZs Secretariat
:
peoplesauditofsezs2009@gmail.com
or
http://sez.icrindia.org/index.php?option=com_
content&view=section&id=8&Itemid=35
August 4 2009:
NAPM supports the Lohia Saptkranti Vichar Yatra
2009 planned by Dr. Sunialm of Rashtra Seva Dal
and Dr. G.G. Parikh of Yuva Biradari on the occasion
of Lohia Centenary.
The Yatra includes a country wide tour to propagate the ideology and message of Late Shri Ram
Manohar Lohia, the only democratic socialist of his
kind. In the present atmosphere of valueless politics
and the need for evolving new people’s politics to
struggles with wide and clear ideological framework,
Lohia’s thinking, writings and his valuable contribution to social movements and electoral politics serve
as an ideal.
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Lohia’s ideas in this era of globalisation and
liberalisation and his firm belief in internationalism,
which he practiced as a leader of truly democratic
politics stand tall where neo-liberal policies are wreaking havoc on people’s live and livelihood.
The Yatra intends to take the message to the
youth in various states and to unite all those to take
inspiration and plan something that would be a
transformatory action.
NAPM extends all its wishes to the Yatra and
hopes that it would be a grand success …
Note : 65-day yatra was flagged off from Mumbai
on August 9 and will reach Delhi on October 12. See
the article by Sunilam in this issue.
August 3 2009:
NAPM with Samajwadi Jan Parishad Shoshit Jan
Andolan and Socialist Front organised a
demonstration against the assault on social activist
Shamim Modi in front of Collectorate, Thane (W) near
Ambedkar Statue. [Read the fact finding team report
in this issue.]
July 25 2009:
NAPM organised a day long discussion meeting
in the post elections scenario on the theme, ‘where
do we go from here …’ at Indian Social Institute,
New Delhi. Medha Patkar wrote a note for the theme
and a detailed discussion took place on the challenges in front of the social movements and the need
for coming together of various movements, alliances,
federations and for them to work together.
It was opined that post-2009 elections the UPA
Government will pursue its neo-liberal agenda with a
redoubled vigour - and it will do that under the cloak
of populist policies with slogans such as ‘inclusive
growth’, ‘equitable development’. But the stark reality is that there will only be Kalinganagar, POSCO,
Vedanta, Nandigram, Singur, Raigad, Mundra. They
are not flashes in a pan but an inevitable consequence
of the pattern of “development” followed by the powers that be. Climate change and the various trade
agreements being signed by the government will also
impact the livelihood of those at the margins and will
increase the challenges for us. The increasing state
repression on the civil and political rights also was
listed as a major cause of concern for us in the coming times. After much discussion it was discussed
that we should launch a national process with different alliances on the lines of Sangharsh and a three
member Committee of Medha Patkar, Ashok
Chowdhury and Gautam Bandopadhyay was formed
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to carry forward the process and call for a wider meeting in November. [See the concept note in this issue]
July 23-24 2009:
A two day national dharna and peoples parliament
was organised by NAPM, NFFPFW, Nadi Ghati
Morcha, National Hawker federation, SEZ-Virodhi
Sangharsh Samiti and was hosted by Delhi Solidarity Group. The dharna was attended was more than
a 1000 people from all over the country. In the peoples
parliament different dimensions of the development
disaster were discussed and the people presented
their resolve to fight displacement, strategies and their
struggles. It was called and made clear that no matter what the government does people are not going
to give up their land. We also held meetings with
various ministries and repeated our demand that the
draft of the development planning act passed by the
National Advisory Council be brought back which
addresses the various issues raised by the movements for more than two decades now. [See details
in the press statement from the dharna. ]
June 26 2009:
In NAPM national and state convenor’s meeting
a resolution was passed demanding an immediate
moratorium on the large and big dams in the North
East India and any further work on ongoing construction should only start after taking in consideration
the people of the region and a technical cumulative
feasibility study. It also urged that all the plans should
only be for construction of small dams which should
be taken up after full consultation with the people of
the upstream and downstream areas. It is to be noted
that close to 200 large, big and small dams are being planned by the government of India in the region
to exploit the water resources of the region. This will
cause major social, environmental disruption and
mass displacement of human lives and livelihood in
the region.
June 25-26 2009:
NAPM National and State Conveners meeting was
held in New Delhi at Vidya Jyoti premises and was
attended by NAPM conveners and members from
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Chhatisgarh, Delhi,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Uttrakhand and West Bengal. There were
resolutions passed on the Tamil issue and big dams
in NE. The action programme for the Budget Session was also formulated and a two day peoples parliament and dharna in Delhi on 23-24th July was also
planned against the proposed LAA and R&R Bills.
Movement of India è June - September, 2009

Other issues discussed were activities of NAPM
State chapters, future planning for campaigns and
actions and publications. It was decided that the
next meeting will be held in Haryana in October or
November.
May 31 2009:
Citing the granting of bail to Dr. Binayak Sen by
the Supreme Court NAPM joined the democratic
people’s organisations of Orissa and many other
people’s groups all over India in expressing solidarity with Abhay Sahu and all the anti-POSCO activists and villagers who are continuing to be jailed,
intimated or brutalised by the Government of Orissa
or private goons for putting up courageous resistance
to the South Korean steel giant. They are not just
exposing violations of law and human rights, but also
the manner in which lands and resources are being
doled to the POSCO at a pittance, in absolute disregard of not just environmental and forest laws, but
the Constitution itself and Acts like PESA, according to which the local communities have the first
right over the resources.
NAPM demanded that the Orissa Government
must immediately stop violating the right to life and
health of Abhay Sahu, withdraw all the false cases
foisted against him and members of PPSS, restrain
the police and private mafias from inflicting physical
and mental atrocities on the leaders and villagers
and prosecute all those responsible for human rights
violations. It also insisted that the State should reverse its policy of showing undue favouritism to corporations and prioritise the people’s agenda, if it really wants rule of law, peace and popular democracy to prevail.
PS : Abhay Sahu was finally released on August
20 2009 on bail.
May 18 2009:
Condemning the demolition of the premises of
the Vanvasi Chetana Ashram (VCA) built and nurtured in the last 17 years by Himanshu and others
on the early morning of 17-05-2009 by a contingent
of more than 500 armed police and para-military personnel NAPM approached NHRC and demanded the
Hon’ble Commission to inquire into all the police
atrocities during the demolition process and also
evaluate the acts of the Government on the plank of
human and constitutional rights and issue appropriate recommendations and direct necessary action,
against the officials and employees, including payment of appropriate compensation to the survivors
of this demolition and restoration of all their damaged property.
¾
napmindia@gmail.com
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Where Do We Go From Here...

We all who firmly believe that the fundamental
change / transformation in the society can only be
heralded by peoples’ movements are standing at this
moment in history at a crossroad. On the one hand
through our struggles we have made a significant
headway in opposing the unconstitutional SEZs
which encourages and fills our hearts with great hope
but on the other in spite of so many movements and
struggles going on across the country the bureaucrats, the capitalists and the powers that be of this
country are hell bent upon displacing and looting the
common masses and even callously refusing to give
them their rightful share. Those of us who want to
make the peoples’ movements stronger and make
them the real force for change sometime feel very
much concerned about our own weaknesses, our
ineffectiveness and inherent lack of persistence and
perseverance. Even those of us who have accepted
that struggle is the only way for movements to make
an impact, feel that we do not give enough emphasis
on re-construction programmes, and engage ourselves in searching for alternatives programmes as
a result sometime we loose our balance and direction.
Under such circumstances and with this perspective in mind many of us who have been part of the
movements for over decades believe that the path of
present party politics will not genuinely serve the interests of the masses but the struggles of peoples
movements will.
We believe that the change obtained through entering into electoral politics, though vital but partial,
is totally different from the total and fundamental
transformation, as aspired by the peoples’ movements. With this perspective many of us follow the
path of non-electoral political processes without doubt
and hindrance, believing that it is imperative for us to
do so. Certainly, these activists do not consider the
electoral politics as untouchable, but do go on expanding their network-circles by taking up issues
which affect common people the most.
Our experience suggests that unless we begin
the struggle at various levels, no headway can be
achieved, and we must muster support of masses
based on these lines: “organise-struggle-re-construct”. Along with this we need to intervene and confront the global power-centres to stem the onslaught
of globalisation but without loosing sight of our distinctive local and national issues.
If it is a moment of crisis then it is also a moment
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Medha Patkar
of bountiful opportunities in the history for us to be
organising and exploring the creative faculties of the
masses and movements. The moment of reckoning
has arrived and with that I urge all to rise above our
own local actions, struggles and limited perspectives
/ visions and do some soul-searching. On the basis
of this collective deep thinking let us all together begin
our march towards the all-comprising goals of our
movements and seek a planetary vision.
We need to dwell on certain fundamental issues
and develop commonality of purpose and evolve our
strategies accordingly. Hereunder, I mention some
of the issues that come to my mind :1. Is the space and the need for peoples’ movements shrinking ?
2. Do we, the spearheads of peoples movements, (jan-andolans) feel the need to go further than
what we see as issues around us and our analysis
there of and aim at a larger national transformation
?
3. Are the masses (dalits, adivasis, women,
the displaced, workers, farmers etc.) in a frame of
mind and the conditions suitable for a long sustained
struggle ahead at the national and international level
which will shake the inner walls of the capitalism
and the establishment ?
4. Is the middle class, the intelligentsia willing
to participate and stand by the side of the struggle
against exploitation, oppression and inequality ? Are
they willing to be a part of this process towards developing a planetary vision and secure justice and
dignity for everyone ?
5. Are we in a position to formulate strategies
which will compel those in power to respond to the
voices of a much wider social transformation ?
6. Democratic socialism is the alternative to
capitalism. We do have alternatives for the present
consumerist society (culture) and also technical alternatives. Can we, on the basis of this, obtain attitudinal changes in the minds of the people ? When
the globalisation and liberalisation are in full swing,
can we abolish the power of the market ? The belief
that human beings and nature are for market only –
Can we challenge such ideologies and thought processes ?
7. Those who wish not to play any effective and
tangible role in electoral politics; can they educate
the masses on the imperatives of non-electoral
people’s politics?
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8. Can the exploited and the distressed become the spearheads (leaders) of an independent,
strong, sharp and people-oriented politics when the
elected representatives of today’s political set up turn
out to be insensitive and devoid of all moral and ethical values ? Can such a leadership create a space
for itself in the present set up, can it be a respectable entity in the current set up?
9. Can a national and international structure
based on the principles of non-violence, sister-brotherhood, equality, sustainability and justice be born
from such a leadership (refer to point 8), which will
reject imperialism in toto? Depending upon the sovereignty of its people, space and resources can we
create a nation which includes plural and diverse
nationalities within itself ?
We do try to find answers / solutions to such
important questions, but remain encircled within the
limits of our local or long-term issues and scattered
campaigns. While we do find solutions to some, new
ones are born and we find that inequality, exploitation, injustice, petty differences and violence surrounds us all around.
When we try to go deeper into this, some alternatives that we arrive at are as follows:
1. Let us make our organisational process
deeper / stronger / reflective as far as we are able to,
to achieve – (a) successes with twin simultaneous
programmes of struggle and re-construction
(sangharsh aur nirman) (b) stop wanton destruction,
using legal avenues-intervention, if necessary, (c)
seek to change constitutional framework wherever
possible, (d) and to create social and political awareness of the masses. The ultimate goal of all these
needs to be that of creating people’s power, power of
the masses. This needs to be carried on with perseverance, devoting it undivided attention.
We need to support one another whenever our
partners in the campaigns / struggles / movements
ask for, so that we nurture one another. Some joint
action could also be thought of so that a feeling of
closeness, sister/brotherhood is sustained, close
bonds could emerge out of such joint actions. We
shall not abhor and keep away from the electoral
processes, wherever it is needed to be influenced,
for some concrete results and bring a clear change
in it. But our paramount goal must be to create power
of the masses through conducting struggles, campaigns on people’s issues. Electoral processes be
given less emphasis. Let us work on two levels –
struggles on the one hand and re-construction on
the other.
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2. Let us not forget that inspite of all our
struggles we are still weak, our strength is limited
and the challenges we face are mighty. The forces
pitted against us are powerful, of capital and market
– who loot, inflict poverty on the greatest number of
people. There is violence of the state and its administration, violence at the international level of wars
and within us we find politics based on castes differences, religious divides, and unequal distribution of
nation’s resources. Therefore, if found necessary at
opportune moment, we shall not fight shy of joining
the political process and defeat these exploitative
forces. We shall follow the paths shown to us by
stalwarts like Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia, Jayaprakash
Narayan and others who struggled for ‘Total Revolution’ but also look beyond and deep inside our own
struggles to develop a comprehensive programme.
The sole purpose of all this is only to aggressively
challenge the status quo relentlessly in all spheres
of life.
3. Thirdly, the most important issue before us
is the unity of all the social change movements, of
those who believe in the sovereignty of people, in
true democracy, justice, non-violence, and have full
faith and are determined to work for Sarva Dharma
Samabhav (dharma not literally in the sense of religion alone). The effort should be to bring all the above
streams in one wider circle of movements, ‘assembly of movements’. We shall enlist support of respected and balanced thinkers, unblemished intelligentsia and spread ourselves as widely as possible
in the far corners of the country to create an alternative to the present political process. Let us make
efforts to create ’Jan-sansad’, real ’Peoples’ Parliament’, as an alternative, a challenge, to today’s selfish, corrupt politics which is devoid of all moral and
ethical values.
I wish to specifically draw your attention to the
third point mentioned above, and urge movements,
alliances and forums who are involved in issue-based
networking and struggles, to give your thoughts to
conceptualising the idea of ’Jan-sansads’. Let us
give a call for this after mobilising people all across,
consulting conscientious thinkers / activists and form
’Jan-sansads’ wherever it is possible. This process
would be fundamentally decentralized, but effort
should be to make it a nation wide campaign.
I shall not repeat here that we as National Alliance of Peoples Movements (NAPM) members, have
been discussing all these over the years – raising
the conscience of people and place before the nation our social, political and economic analysis. The
main purpose of this note is to draw your attention
61

62
to the creation of larger, wider, diverse, plural but allencompassing alternative political / social and economic movement. We need to nurture that kind of
peoples’ power which rejects the present power politics and its accessory exploitative systems and
march towards a greater unity and bonding.
I urge you to please set aside one year, to start
with, inspite of our immediate commitments, campaigns, and let us plan our responsibilities and actions for the years ahead. If we achieve this, innumerable people who want to see the transformation
to happen will come forward to lend a helping hand
from different section of the society. Together, we shall
From 33...

Narmada in Full Spate again this
September!

reach the farmers, workers, dalits, adivasis, women
and men, young and old all across in rural and urban areas.
Note : This discussion note was written for the
meeting on July 25th in Delhi called by NAPM in postelections scenario to discuss future alliance processes and strategies for coordinated actions. The
meeting was attended by NAPM members and several other movements and alliances.
¾
Medha Patkar is a leader of Narmada Bachao
Andolan and National Convener, NAPM
nba.medha@gmail.com

National Strategy Meet on
Metro Projects

From 42...

properties. The authorities such as NCA with the
Ministry of Social Justice at the helm of affairs too
have certainly failed in ensuing not just compliance
but also instilling confidence in any one who is not
begging for resettlement benefits but asserting his/
her rights. Instead the huge corruption that the NVDA
and State Governments have been involved in has
exposed the hollow claims of rehabilitation, as Courts
and Commission of inquiry continue to unearth corruption.
Come what may, the fight is on in the field and in
the Court and we hope TRUTH WILL PREVAIL. We
appeal to all conscientious supporters of ours to write
to the concerned authorities, expressing your anguish
and demanding immediate justice to the affected families.
Even today there are 40, 000 families in the submergence area of SSP and while no maximum flood
has occurred this year also, if and when it occurs,
anytime , any year, at the present height of 122 mts
of dam wall, submergence threatens not less than
225 villages in 3 states including thickly populated
160 villages and 1 township in the plains of Nimad
(M.P).
There are thus 2 lakh people in the submergence
area even today, with farming, schooling, markers
horticulture, agriculture and all community life on.
There is still HOPE THAT THE VALLEY WOULD
BE SAVED with everyone’s support and prompt, persistent intervention.
¾

gressive metros) and deliberately not providing public conveniences such as water kiosks, toilets, food
centres, etc. However, the same systems aggressively promoted shopping in malls, large car parking
zones, etc. Clearly this was identified as a class
driven exercise - and needs to be corrected.
It was recognised that the National Urban Transport Policy was progressive, but the process by
which it was evolved was not democratic. It was identified that it must be country wide demand that all
mega projects must be implemented by the procedure laid down in the Nagarpalika Act, and for this
the laggard implementation of its progressive features (especially that of Metropolitan/District Planning Committees) must become a condition for State
and Central support for urban infrastructure projects.
Overall, no project should be rushed through on reactionary grounds, especially projects like Metro
which would consume enormous funds and take
decades to complete, without due public participation in their decision making as laid down in the Town
and Country Planning Act, Nagarpalika Act, and various other legislations and policies.
It was also recognised that the rights of pavement vendors and street dwellers was being snuffed
out despite such actions violating Supreme Court
directives and national policies. The particular disregard for bastis of the poor when large projects are
developed was condemned.
¾

Medha Patkar, Ashish Mandloi, Yogini Khanolkar,
Ratan (Kernet) (Narmada Bachao Andolan – Badwani,
Madhya Pradesh; Nandurbar, Maharashtra)

Report prepared by Simpreet Singh and Zainab
Bawa
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simpreetsingh@gmail.com
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From 34...

Madhya Pradesh Government.....

in the case of Narmada valley projects and that too when
the Court stay order is in vogue and that a suitable direction be issued to rescind the impugned Order and
instead insist that consultation with Gram Sabhas mandatorily takes place in the V schedule adivasi areas.
Addressing a large press conference in the same
afternoon, Medha Patkar said that in none of the projects,
neither is there is any guarantee of alternative land or
livelihood nor is the command area work plan and execution even half-way through. But illegality and wrong
tactics seem to be way to take forward evey Project. The
series of letters (July, August 2009) written by the Minister and Secretary of the Ministry of Environment and
Forests to the Chief Minister and State Chief Secretary
on the poor environmental compliances of the
Omkareshwar, Indira Sagar and Sardar Sarovar Projects
are indicative of this. CAD works are no way near completion despite the fact that they had to be completed by
1987 and 1994 for Indira Sagar and Omkareshwar respectively. “But the state govt. does not seem to have an
iota of guilt in using urgency clause to push acquisition
without consulting the adivasis in the Gram Sabhas”,
she rued.
“In the case of many ongoing projects be it Goi where
the Gram Sabhas’ voice was suppressed and the
Project imposed by the State by using the brutal force of
lathi charge and a misinformation campaign or in
Gomai in Pansemal where even the Gram Sabhas are
not being called and false resolutions are passed, every single law in the rule book of advasi rights is being
eroded, said adivasis and farmers at the Press Conference.
All this only clearly brings out the fact of poor planning and monitoring in mega projects such as the
Narmada Valley Projects, squandering away crores of
rupees without public accountability and public participation and the tall claims of never-yielding promises of
benefits and rehabilitation on paper. Narmada is a classic example, where even after 15-20 years neither have
canals been built properly not has rehabilitation been
done, as per law. Leave along the hope of ‘Green Revolution’, destruction of irrigated and fertile cultivable land
along with problems of water logging, canal breaches
and salinization is only looming large.
Later in the evening, the delegation met senior authorities at the State Election Commission, Madhya
Pradesh and conveyed to them the ongoing violations
in the Narmada valley, the inconsistencies in elections
at the local government level, disrespect of Gram
Sabhas’ rights and conspiracy to dissolve them in many
villages (Pariseeman) in the valley. The authorities promised to take appropriate steps in this regard.
The people from the valley warned the State Government to implement the law and respect the Constitution, otherwise people will have to struggle, which is
what they are doing, and constitutional authorities such
as the Governor have a sincere mandate to safeguard
the same.
¾
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Mohan Bhagvan (Bhavaria, Dhar),
Surbhan
Bhilala ( Alirajpur), Ranchod Maharaj (Goi, Badwani),
Pahadsing
Ramsing
(Khaparkheda,
Dhar),
Teekambhai (Jatpur), Mukheshbhai Bhagore
(Maheshwar, Nimola), Jagdish Fathu (Dahivad, Dhar),
Mansaram Jat (Dharampuri, Dhar), Rajaram Bhilala
(Mandil, Badwani)
From 32...

News from the Narmada Valley...

project authorities to ensure that no lands or houses in
the 61 affected villages should be submerged due to
the Maheshwar dam. It may be noted that the
Maheshwar dam is a privatized project which was
handed over by the State Government to the S. Kumars
group in 1992. The bench comprising of Justice Deepak
Mishra and Jutice Ajit Singh also directed that the rehabilitation measures should be expeditiously granted in
accordance with the Rehabilitation Policy.
It may be noted that a Public Interest Litigation was
filed by the Narmada Bachao Andolan in the Madhya
Pradesh High Court for the rehabilitation and resettlement of about 15,000 affected families in the 61 affected
villages. The NBA pointed out during the hearing that
less than 3% of the affected families have been rehabilitated. No land has been allotted to the villagers as
per the R&R Policy of the GOMP and no R&R sites have
been constructed for the villagers with adjacent agricultural lands. The petitioner stated that it was clear from
the reports of the Ministry of Environment and Forests
and the admissions of the company itself that it had
completely failed to provide rehabilitation.
May 16 2009:
In the context of the Upper Beda dam being constructed in the Narmada valley, after hearing a Public
Interest Litigation filed by the Narmada Bachao Andolan,
on the 6th of May 2009, the Madhya Pradesh High Court
bench comprising of Chief Justice Anang Kumar Patnaik
and Justice Ajit Singh has directed that no lands and
villages in the submergence area may be submerged
by the Upper Beda dam. The Upper Beda dam is one of
the 30 large dams being built in the Narmada valley,
and 14 villages, mostly tribal, are affected by this dam.
For the last 13 years, the villagers of the area have been
fighting for their rights under the aegis of the Narmada
Bachao Andolan.
During the hearing, the Narmada Bachao Andolan
pointed out that the State Government had itself admitted that the villagers have not been rehabilitated with
agricultural lands and with other R&R entitlements as
per the R&R Policy and even land acquisition has not
been completed. On this basis, the High Court directed
that the State Government should ensure that no lands
or houses should be submerged in the forthcoming
monsoons. The High Court also directed that the backwater surveys should be done of all the affected villages, that the process of land acquisition and R&R
should be expedited, and Family Lists should be im¾
mediately prepared.
nba.ashih@gmail.com
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