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Narmada Bachao Andolan and their 
supporters all over India are currently 

celebrating 25 years of the glorious people’s 
movement which has been a source of 
inspiration for millions of activists and 
masses in Indian and the world who look 
forward to making the world a just place to 
live in through dignified forms of non-violent 
mass struggles and movements. We reproduce 
below extracts from a press release issued 
from the valley during joyous meetings and 
celebrations held on 21-25 October 2010.

“In a spectacular re-assertion of their resil-
ient faith in the peaceful and democratic way 
of struggle, thousands of adivasis and farmers 
who have been living in the mountains and 
plains of the Satpudas and Vindhyas since 
generations, with Narmada as their source of 
life and livelihood, culture and dignity assem-
bled in Dhadgaon (Maharashtra) today after-
noon in the presence of hundreds of eminent 

citizens, activists of people’s organizations 
and supporters from across the country. 

Coming from Assam, West Bengal, Karna-
taka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, New 
Delhi, Bihar and many other states, the sup-
porters of the Narmada struggle expressed 
their gratitude to the people of the valley for 
making a remarkable contribution to the de-
velopmental discourse, nationally and global-
ly and also the challenging the current unjust 
paradigm of growth, while proposing true and 
sustainable alternatives. 

 Eminent champions of adivasi rights like 
Dr. B.D Sharma and Dayamani Barla from 
Jharkhand appreciated the strength of the 
nature-based communities in challenging the 
State for two and a half decades, without com-
promising on their values and giving up their 

Speakers and supporters also 
re-emphasized the struggle 
of the displaced communities 
is not an expression of their 
‘selfish interest’ as is mistakenly 
understood by some and 
deliberately misinterpreted 
by the vested interests, but is 
actually for the larger interest of 
the nation and the SSP example 
have proved this today. Sardar 
Sarovar stands as symbol of 
mismanagement and injustice 
not just for the people of the 
Narmada valley, but also for 
lakhs of people in Gujarat and 
citizens of India as a whole.”
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rights. Former Water Resource Secretary, Ra-
maswamy Iyer said that there is an imperative 
need for serious re-think on large projects like 
the Sardar Sarovar which are being pushed at 
serious social and environmental costs. Swa-
mi Agnivesh called the disparity between the 
nature-based, yet marginalized communities 
and the rapid growing elite sections a blot on 
the face of the Indian democracy. 

 Speakers and supporters also re-empha-
sized the struggle of the displaced communi-
ties is not an expression of their ‘selfish inter-
est’ as is mistakenly understood by some and 
deliberately misinterpreted by the vested in-
terests, but is actually for the larger interest of 
the nation and the SSP example have proved 
this today. Sardar Sarovar stands as symbol 
of mismanagement and injustice not just for 
the people of the Narmada valley, but also for 
lakhs of people in Gujarat and citizens of In-
dia as a whole.”

This issue contains a chronology of major 
events of the Narmada movement and a cou-
ple of reflections by a journalist and a lawyer 

whose ideas were influenced, like many oth-
ers, by the movement.

Besides, the issue also has articles on other 
important recent events/issues like Ayodhya 
judgment which represents a jolt to the secu-
lar foundation of India, the Kashmir incidents 
which symbolize the frustrations and new 
ways of protests by the youth, the opaque 
UID process which is an attempt to institu-
tionalize the undermining of human rights 
and freedom of underprivileged people of 
India.

The extracts of the insightful commen-
tary by Chossudovsky exposes how several 
groups of the anti-globalization movements 
are being funded and hijacked by the corpo-
rate elites, and eventually making the world 
“safe for capitalism” rather than questioning 
and changing the fundamental structures of 
injustice and exploitation. There is an impor-
tant lesson here for the people’s struggles, 
movements and all progressive organizations 
and individuals in India as well.

Editorial Team
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Controversies, injustices, discrimination, 
loss... Skewed ideas of development… 

Misuse of power... Shifting from a license 
raj to a contractor’s raj. These are some 
of the thoughts associated with the dams 
on the Narmada. Thoughts of the dam 
always make one feel that one knows what 
it must be like to fight a losing battle and 
yet fight on with undiminished spirit. After 
25 years of this it is a matter of wonder 
that the movement against the dams in 
the valley continues to be driven by hope.

These are some memories of trips to the 
valley… nothing earthshaking… just small 
vignettes that have stayed and are poignant 
reminders of the simplicity of the way of life 
in the valley, how this has been destroyed, 

how people have had to accept it because they 
have had little choice and how they carry on 
with their lives… 

1) Domkedi and Jalsindi – villages on the 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh banks 
of the Narmada. Getting down at Jalsindhi 
from the boat meant a scramble up steep 
banks to level ground after which there was 
a trudge to the village. With the raising of 
the dam level the steep banks have vanished. 
Currents, eddies, sandbanks, submerged trees 
are the new hazards. Gone are the days when 
villagers knew the local currents and could lie 
atop a log and lazily float across to the other 
side.

The sense of hope remains despite huge 

25 Years of Narmada Bachao Andolan ...

Vignettes from the Valley
- Lyla Bavadam
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losses and it is seen in the people’s support 
of the NBA, the way they greet activists and 
in the numerous light blue flags of the NBA 
that flutter all over the valley. You come upon 
them in startling ways… like seeing the flag 
in the middle of the river from a distance, it’s 
blue almost merging with the waters. As you 
near you see it is on some sort of structure and 
it suddenly hits you that this is the pinnacle of 
the submerged temple at Manibeli. The final 
rally point in the heyday of the protest is now 
just submerged brick and mortar. Memories 
of the temple, the tree with its protest 
notes… all these went under when Manibeli 
became the first victim of the Sardar Sarovar 
backwaters. The flag is a poignant sight. It is 
jolt to recall that many meters below the fast 
flowing river is a disintegrating village. Since 
then, the village has shifted four or five times, 
creeping higher and higher up the same slopes 
that used to loom over it at one time. Now it 
has reached the peak of the hill. It can’t go 
any higher. On a small bit of level ground 
children in scarlet uniforms shriek and play – 
it’s the NBA’s jeevanshalas. Looking through 
the surrounding field of grain the Sardar 
Sarovar dam can be seen in the distance. 

2) Dawn raid at the Maheshwar dam. The 
dam environs had been cordoned off by the 
police in an attempt to prevent activists from 
protesting at the site. From 2 am villagers 
and activists had been assembling at the dam 
site. Prearranged strategy did away with the 
need for any talk. The only sounds were of 
the night… some being imitated by villagers 
as some sort of code. In the rocky blasted site 
of the reservoir basin people crouched amidst 
the boulders moving like shadows. As the 
sky lightened they crept closer till it was light 
enough to see. Then at some prearranged 
signal they all rose and charged forward 
screaming and yelling to the utter shock of 
the police sentries. They had been guarding 
the upper rim of the dam… the villagers had 
crept right in to the core area of the dam. It 

was a huge triumph that proved that the NBA 
had the backing of the locals. Of course it 
did not last long because the police swooped 
down, lathis flew, women were grabbed by 
their hair, men were slapped and beaten… all 
were pushed into vans and taken to jail.

Later Silvie shared a live-and learn 
tidbit. She said the women had learnt from 
experience never to wear petticoats under 
their sarees because the police would tug at 
the petticoat so that the saree would drop and 
shame the women. Instead they found it safer 
to wear their sarees by tying accord around 
their waists. 

3) One of the north Maharashtra villages… 
two men are bearing another on a bamboo 
stretcher. He has broken his leg. They 
have to walk a few miles to reach a bus 
stop. I expressed concern about carrying 
him over such a distance and one man 
wittily said “Tumcha amboolance. Amcha 
bamboolance.” 

Lyla Bavadam is a journalist working 
for Frontline Magazine and is based out of 

Mumbai. 

lyla@thehindu.co.in

These are some memories of 
trips to the valley… nothing 

earthshaking… just small 
vignettes that have stayed and 
are poignant reminders of the 
simplicity of the way of life in 

the valley, how this has been 
destroyed, how people have had 

to accept it because they have 
had little choice and how they 

carry on with their lives… 
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A large rally of adivasi women filled the 
air of Alibaug town with their slogan – 

“Sharad Pawar Hosh Mein Aaoo, SC Order 
ka palan karo, Godamo ke tale Kholo”.

About 1500 adivasi women under the banner 
of Anna Adhikar Abhiyan, Maharshtra, 
marched towards Collector’s office in Alibaug 
against the state government’s apathy to obey 
the SC order of distributing food grains to 
the poor people for free or at antodya price. 
This was the part of larger protest organized 
at various places in Maharshtra as well 
as across India under the banner of Anna 
Adhikar Abhiyan, Maharashtra and Right to 
food campaign, India, representing Shoshit 
Jan Andolan,  Jagrut Kastakari Sanghtana 
and Sarvhara Jan Andolan.Sushila, an 
adivasi woman from Alibaigh echoed the 
frustration of the Adivasis when she declared 
that no political party would be allowed to 
enter adivasi area for their apathy on this 
issue. Gulab tai from Karjat echoed the same 
concerns when she said that it was a matter 
of shame and anguish for the nation that on 
the one hand food was rotting in the godown 
and on the other people were starving.

Addressing the rally, Ulka Mahajan from 
Sarvhara Jan Andolan and Shoshit Jan 
Andolan said that it was a matter of shame 
for the Agriculture and food minister to 
have outright rejected the NAC proposal. 
She lamented that families in some villages 
in India were eating mud and soil to survive 
while the Government was spending 
money to dispose off rotting stocks of 
foodgrain and diverting it for making liquor.

She warned that the protest would be 
intensified if the Maharashtra government 
did not obey the SC order and did not adhere 
to its own word of providing 44 kg food 
grain to the poor people in Maharashtra.

The District administrator Mr. Suresh 
Sonawane, ADSO accepted a petition 
from the protesters to be addreseed 
to the chief Minister of Maharashtra 
which outlined the following demands:

• IMMEDIATE DISTRIBUTION OF 
FOOD FOR FREE OR AT ANTYODAYA 
PRICES To All Landless, Agriculture 
Labourers, Marginal and Small Farmers, 
Rural Artisans/Craftsmen, Slum Dwellers, 
Daily Wage Earners In Rural and Urban 
Areas, Dalits, Tribals, Single Women 
Headed Households, Homeless Children 
and Terminally Ill or Disabled Persons.

• LEGISLATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE 
NATIONAL FOOD SECURITY ACT where 
Production of Cereal, Pulses and Oil is linked 
to Procurement, Storage and Distribution, 
A Legal Guarantee for a Universal and 
Inclusive Public Distribution System is 
provided, Nutritional support and social 
security to diverse vulnerable groups and 
children is guaranteed, and Strict measures 
of Transparency, Accountability and 
Penalties for non-compliance are put in place.

• Lift the criteria of income of Rs 
15,000 per year immediately and provide 
yellow card to all poor people until the 
Universal PDS system is implemented.

 Mukta Srivastava is with the Anna Adhikar 
Abhiyan, Mumbai.

muktaliberated@gmail.com

Godamo Ke Tale Kholo
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A faded grey T shirt lies at the back of my 
cupboard. It has survived my moves 

through four cities and three countries. On it 
are printed three words – “Damn the Dam”. 
Each time I wear it (and I still do) a flood of 
memories come back to me – of visits to a 
beautiful school by the banks of Narmada, 
of sleeping huddled on the floor at the NBA 
office, of the taste of my first daal baati, of 
disappointing Supreme Court decisions, of 
protests on Bangalore streets and staving off 
the police. 

My first association with the NBA started 
in 2000. As a 19 year old curious law 
student, I travelled to the valley to be a part 
of the movement that I then saw as a logical 
extension of my immediate readings on the 
non-sustainability of big dams and the need 
to explore alternatives. In no way was I 
prepared for what I saw. I remember my first 
impressions – the sheer beauty of the valley 
blew me away.

It was here at the confluence of the three 
states of Gujarat, Maharashtra and Madhya 
Pradesh, that I spent my first night under the 
stars, heard the gentle flow of water beside my 
makeshift bed and enjoyed the silence of the 
hills. As a city bred person, my experiences 
of rural India were limited to comfortable 
experiences in large spacious homes. This 
was a whole new experience. It was then that 
the truth began to sink in. The movement 
was not really about the dams. It was about 
the people – the struggle had become real 
overnight.

People had stayed here for generations and 
had no idea or concept about anything else 
or another place, people who had nothing to 

pack and nowhere to go if they lost their land 
and home. It was not a complex proposition 
and the very simple words and gestures in 
which this was conveyed to me, ensured that 
I would not forget it.

Over the next two weeks, we met with 
numerous persons of varying backgrounds 
from different stations in life. Their 
perspectives all fitting this beautiful jigsaw 
puzzle that the movement had become.  As 
we travelled from home to field, to river 
banks and beginnings of dams, no one 
questioned our role and whether we had any 
of the legitimacy that we hoped we added. We 
were welcomed into homes with the hope that 
we would carry their experiences and spirit 
wherever we went, and perhaps make that 
much needed difference–maybe we would 
bring change.

Ten years have passed since that first and 
only visit to the valley and am conscious that 
somewhere along the way my priorities have 
changed. But I know that I have not found the 
courage to visit the valley knowing perhaps 
that somehow the legal community that I 
belong to has failed the very people who had 
welcomed me into their homes. Maybe there 
is no single simple explanation despite my 
attempts at rationalization on why I moved 
away or never went back. Yet I know that I 
carry a part of their story with me and I am 
grateful that I have belonged albeit in a very 
minor fashion to a movement that has grown 
from strength to strength and continues to be 
source of inspiration to many.

Poornima Hatti is a lawyer based in Bangalore.   

poornimahatti@gmail.com 

Reflections of a Lawyer

- Poornima Hatti

25 Years of Narmada Bachao Andolan...
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The National Alliance of People’s 
Movements, along with many other 

movements who came together under 
the banner of Sangharsh, opposes the 
renewed attempts by the UPA government 
to re-introduce the lapsed Land Acquisition 
(Amendment) Bill, 2009 and Resettlement 
and Rehabilitation Bill, 2009 in the wake 
of the protests by farmers against unjust 
acquisition of land in Aligarh, Agra, and other 
districts in Uttar Pradesh. 

The agitation by farmers in Aligarh and 
elsewhere in Uttar Pradesh are not isolated 
incidents. Struggles against unjust land 
acquisition have been intensifying across 
the country. The only response of the 
government has been a brutal suppression 
of these struggles using its police force. In 
July this year, the Government of Andhra 
Pradesh fired at, killing three persons, and 
lathi-charged hundreds of peaceful protesters 
in the Sompeta Mandal of Srikakulm district, 
who were resisting the forcible and unjust 
acquisition of land for the 2640 MW thermal 
plant by Nagarjuna Construction Company 
Ltd. Earlier this week private goons of 
Jindal Steel and Power Ltd. beat-up villagers 
who were peacefully protesting the forcible 
acquisition of land, in Tapranga, Raigarh 
district of Chhattisgarh, by the company for 
coal mining.  

The Land Acquisition (Amendment) Bill 
and Resettlement and Rehabilitation Bill 
were tabled by the UPA government during 
the winter session of 2007 and just a day 
before the monsoon session of 2009 ended. 

Introduced purportedly to strike a balance 
between the need for land for development 
and other purposes and protecting the 
interests of the persons whose lands are 
statutorily acquired, both the Bills in fact 
facilitate the handing over of lands, rivers, 
forests, minerals to the big corporations, both 
public and private, for mining, big dams, 
thermal, nuclear and other power projects, 
SEZs, etc., without effectively addressing 
the fundamental issues that have been raised 
by the protests that are raging across the 
country. If enacted, both the Bills will have 
far reaching impact on the lives of millions 
of people across the country, their livelihood 
and access to natural resources—land, water 
and forests. 

 The issues of both Land Acquisition and 
Resettlement and Rehabilitation have been 
discussed and debated for several years 
now. The government has brought forth 
several policies, especially on the latter issue. 
However no process of thorough stock taking 
has yet been initiated by the government. In 

People’s Movements Oppose 
Possible Re-introduction of Land Acquisition (Amendment) 

Bill and Resettlement and Rehabilitation Bill
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fact even the most basic information, which 
is crucial for determining the areas and 
direction in the laws and policies that need to 
be formulated and amended, is not available. 

 Further, these Bills were introduced in 
complete negation of the consultation with 
people’s movements and groups at both 
the national and regional levels. These 
consultations culminated in a draft Bill which 
was passed by the National Advisory Council 
in 2005. Since then the draft remained pending 
with the Central Cabinet on the excuse that 
there were questions and barriers to be faced 
and clarified, before it could get its sanction.

 We understand there is a need for a 
comprehensive legislation, but anything done 
in haste will prove detrimental to the cause of 
millions who have been already displaced and 
those who are about to be displaced. NAPM 
demands that the UPA must: 

1. NOT re-introduce the Land Acquisition 
(Amendment) Bill, 2009 and Resettlement 
and Rehabilitation Bill, 2009 in their current 
form in the Parliament,

2. ENACT a National Development, 
Displacement and Rehabilitation Act 
based on the Draft National Development, 

Displacement, and Rehabilitation Policy 
passed by the National Advisory Council 
in 2006 and incorporating the progressive 
elements of the Standing Committee on 
Rural Development (2007-08) enunciating 
the principle of least displacement, 
just rehabilitation and a decentralized 
development planning based on Article 243 
of the Constitution, PESA 1996 and Forest 
Rights Act, 2006. 

3. ISSUE a White Paper on all the land 
acquisitions, displacement caused and 
rehabilitation completed since independence. 
The White Paper must also make public the 
extent of land utilized and unutilized and 
land acquired for public purpose but which 
remains occupied by sick and non-functional 
industries and other infrastructure projects.

4. MAKE PUBLIC the details of the MoUs 
signed by the Government of India and the 
state Governments with different private and 
public corporations, companies and others, 
which have land acquisition requirements, 
and hold public dialogue - especially with 
affected people.

5. DECLARE immediate moratorium on 
the acquisition of fertile, agricultural land and 
its diversion for non-agricultural purposes, in 
the wake of the rising protests against such 
acquisitions and growing concerns regarding 
food security in the country.

Ulka Mahajan, Suniti S R, P Chennaiah, 
Sandeep Pandey, Medha Patkar, Gabriele 
Dietrich, Vimalbhai, Bhupendra Singh Rawat, 
Rajendra Ravi, Gautam Bandhyopadhyay, 
Anand Mazgaonkar, Madhuresh Kumar

National Alliance of Peoples’ Movements 
(NAPM)

napm.madhuresh@gmail.com ;  
napmindia@napm-india.org

The agitation by farmers in 
Aligarh and elsewhere in 
Uttar Pradesh are not isolated 
incidents. Struggles against 
unjust land acquisition have 
been intensifying across the 
country. The only response 
of the government has been 
a brutal suppression of these 
struggles using its police force.
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The recent violence suggests that, after 
20 years, Kashmir has indeed changed – 

though not in the ways commonly suggested.

When columns of the Indian Army drove 
through Srinagar on 7th July, rifles pointed 
out at the city, it was meant as a show of 
force; to tell its ‘mutinous’ population – and 
those watching elsewhere – just who was 
really in charge. Disconcertingly for the 
Indian government, it has had the opposite 
effect. Alarm bells have been sounding off: 
the situation in Kashmir is again explosive; 
the lid looks ready to blow off.

Although the army has for years virtually 
controlled rural Kashmir, images of grim-
faced soldiers on a ‘flag-march’ in Srinagar 
carried a different symbolism. For Srinagar 
has been the exception – the showpiece of 

Children 
of the Tehreek

‘normalcy’, of a possible return to the bosom 
of India’s accommodating heart. Typically, 
the well-publicised entry of the soldiers was 
followed by a flurry of obtuse clarifications: 
the army was not taking over Srinagar; this 
was not a flag-march, only a ‘movement of 
a convoy’; yes, it was a flag-march, but only 
in the city’s ‘periphery’. The contradictions 
seemed to stem from a reluctance to deal with 
the elephant in the room: after more than 15 
years, the army had once again been called 
out to stem civil unrest in Srinagar.

When the Indian Army was deployed in 
Kashmir during the 1990s, the rebellion 
seemed to be fast spinning out of India’s 
control. Twenty years later, what has 
changed? There is now a massive investment 
in a ‘security grid’, built with more than 
500,000 security personnel and shored up 

Sa
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by a formidable intelligence network, said 
to involve some 100,000 people. The armed 
militancy, too, has officially been contained. 
Meanwhile, the exercise of ‘free and fair’ 
elections has been carried out to persuade the 
world that democracy has indeed returned to 
Kashmir. (Elections certainly delivered the 
young and telegenic Omar Abdullah as Chief 
Minister; but about democracy, Kashmiris 
will be less sanguine. They will recognise it 
the day the military columns and camps are 
gone from the valley.) 

Yet July was haunted by echoes of the 
early years of the tehreek, the movement for 
self-determination. As a brutally imposed 
lockdown curfew entered its fourth day, there 
was no safe passage past the paramilitary 
checkpoints – not for ambulances, not for 
journalists. For those four days, Srinagar’s 
newspapers were not published; local cable 
channels were restricted to just 10 minutes 
a day, and still had to make time for official 
views. SMS services remained blocked the 
entire month; in some troubled towns, cell-
phone services were completely discontinued. 
But Srinagar still reverberated with slogans 
every night, amplified from neighbourhood 
mosques: ‘Hum kya chahte? Azadi!’ (What 
do we want? Freedom!) and ‘Go back, India! 
Go back!’ 

War of perception 

The real barometer of the panic in the Indian 
establishment, though, was not the army’s flag 
march. It was the frantic speed (and dismal 
quality) of the attempts to obscure the crisis. 
At first, the Home Ministry began with the 
improbable charge that the Pakistan-based 
Lashkar-e-Toiba was organising and funding 
stone-throwing on the streets of Srinagar. This 
was a rather tame accusation for a militant 
group whose real signature is the ferocity of 
its attacks, as displayed clearly in the Mumbai 
strikes of November 2008.

Evidence arrived soon enough, when the 
Home Ministry made available a taped phone 
conversation between two men described as 
‘hardliner’ separatists. As the audio crackled 
and hissed, television channels provided 
translations: ‘There must be some more 
deaths’; ‘10-15 people must be martyred’; 
‘You are getting money but not doing enough’. 
Despite the comic-book directness, it sounded 
like serious business. In the context of such 
‘evidence’, mainstream television channels 
began parachuting their star power into 
Srinagar, and the empty, silent city became 
the backdrop against which they could stage 
their own spectacle.

The CNN-IBN correspondent, happily 
embedded inside an army truck as it made 
its way through Srinagar, was extolling the 
impact of the flag march (even as an official 
was busy denying that there had been any 
such thing). NDTV provided its usual high-
wire balancing act, with Barkha Dutt dredging 

There is now a massive 
investment in a ‘security grid’, 
built with more than 500,000 
security personnel and shored 
up by a formidable intelligence 
network, said to involve some 
100,000 people. The armed 
militancy, too, has officially 
been contained. Meanwhile, 
the exercise of ‘free and fair’ 
elections has been carried out 
to persuade the world that 
democracy has indeed returned 
to Kashmir.
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up the ‘pain on both sides’. The grief of the 
mourning father of 17-year-old Tufail Mattoo, 
killed when his skull was taken apart by a 
teargas shell, was weighed against a Central 
Reserve Police Force (CRPF) commandant 
ruing the damage to his truck’s bulletproof 
windscreen. But such expedient journalism 
paled before far more damaging hubris. 
While these ‘national’ reporters had the run 
of curfew-bound Srinagar, they omitted to 
mention that their Srinagar-based colleagues 
– local, national and even international 
journalists – had been locked in their homes 
and offices for three days. 

While the spin generated by New Delhi 
probably has an impact on the middle-class 
viewer of the mainstream Indian media, it 
has little effect on people in Kashmir. On 
the ground, they continue to make sense of 
their own reality. The inability, or refusal, 
to comprehend this has become endemic to 
all arms of the Indian state. An exaggerated, 
even fluid, notion of reality takes its place, 
in which perception is everything. This was 
underlined forcefully in June when the chiefs 
of the army, navy and air force announced 
the new ‘Doctrine on Military Psychological 
Operations’, a policy document that aims 
to create a ‘conducive environment’ for the 
armed forces operating in ‘sub-conventional’ 
operations such as Kashmir and the 
Northeast. The doctrine reportedly provides 
guidelines for ‘activities related to perception 
management’. Manipulating the output of a 
few dozen newspapers and television channels 
is certainly hard work, but nothing compared 
with the much harder task of understanding – 
perhaps even accommodating – the aspirations 
of Kashmiris. 

Out of touch 

The intensity of the crisis did help in one 
way, though: it forced some candour out 
of the familiar faces of Kashmiri politics. 

Mehbooba Mufti of the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) admitted on television that 
mainstream (or pro-India) political parties 
have lost all credibility, and now have no 
role to play in stemming the anger in the 
streets. When asked why politicians were not 
taking out ‘peace marches’, former separatist 
and now ‘mainstream’ leader Sajjad Lone 
bluntly said that all of them ran the risk of 
being lynched by the people. Meanwhile, all 
the oxygen was taken up by discussion of the 
survival of Omar Abdullah’s government, 
something that mattered little to protestors. 

Amidst the baying chorus of TV panellists 
outraged by the gall of ‘stone-pelters’, 
many have forgotten that in 1991 it was 
precisely such public demonstrations – and 
civilian casualties at the hands of the CRPF 
– that finally triggered a full-fledged armed 
militancy. In recent weeks, Chief Minister 
Omar Abdullah’s language has shown how out 
of touch he is, joining the talk of ‘miscreants’ 
with his comments about ‘frayed tempers’ 
and waiting for ‘tempers to cool down’.

In 2007, I finished a documentary film 
on Kashmir, which had tried to pull back 
from the quagmire of everyday events to 
understand the inchoate ‘sentiment’ for azadi. 
Quite by coincidence, the film arrived at the 
very moment that the constructed ‘normalcy’ 
of Kashmir was about ready to be shown off: 
tourists were flowing in, more than 400,000 
people had taken part in the pilgrimage to the 
Amarnath shrine, and elections were being 
discussed. Screenings of the documentary in 
India were often met with raised eyebrows, 
with people incredulous that such sentiments 
could survive the weight of the cast-iron 
security grid – and, of course, the passage of 
20 years. Yet things can change in a day, and 
so they did.

In early summer 2008, isolated protests 
broke out over the acquisition of land 
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for the Amarnath Shrine Board. This 
eventually turned into the most formidable 
upsurge of the past decade, with peaceful 
demonstrations of up to 20,000 people at 
a time. The cascading protests carried on 
for several months before being curbed, but 
not before more than 60 people lost their 
lives to the bullets of the security forces. In 
the summer of 2009, Shopian district was 
shaken by the rape and murder of two young 
women; once again, mostly peaceful protests 
paralysed the valley, and Shopian town was 
shut down for an unprecedented 47 days. The 
cycle of street violence in 2010 too began 
several months ago, with the uncovering 
of the Machil killings, where soldiers of 
the Indian Army (including a colonel and a 
major) were charged with the murder of three 
civilians, presenting them as militants for the 
reward money. Protests led to the killing of 
protesters, which has led to more protests, 
and more killings.

New front

What do Kashmiris want? Most of all, 
even before azadi, they want justice. As they 
watched the Indian Army columns moving 
through Srinagar last month, Kashmiris 
would have been reminded that the protests 
this summer started with the Army in the 
killing fields of Machil. But like the Shopian 
incident, Machil too has begun to be edged 
off the burner, and forgotten, as have the 
hundreds of such killings that civil-society 
groups have painstakingly tried to resurrect. 
So, just as elections cannot be confused with 
democracy in Kashmir, an elected government 
is no substitute for a working justice system. 
Meanwhile, the prolonged use of the Public 
Safety Act, and the dangerous license of the 
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, is slowly 
wearing thin for the young. This July, as the 
numbing news of young Kashmiris being shot 
in street protests started pouring in, Mirwaiz 
Umar Farooq, the chairman of the All Parties 

Hurriyat Conference, told the press that ‘the 
baton of the freedom struggle has now been 
passed on to the next generation’. He could 
have added that, over twenty years, the baton 
might also have moved from the armed 
militancy and the ‘separatists’, straight onto 
the street.

As the taped phone conversation provided 
by the Home Ministry was being celebrated 
on TV, in only a few hours a more accurate 
translation of what was actually an innocuous 
conversation was burning through the 
Internet. This phone ‘evidence’ evaporated 
under the heat of scrutiny, its effects felt 
even in Delhi newsrooms. Such a speedy 
deconstruction of a suspect claim is only 
the latest in the deeply political use of the 
Internet by young Kashmiris. These are 
children of the tehreek, born and brought up 
in the turmoil of the last two decades. They 
have not, and probably will not, become 
armed mujahideen. But thousands are out 
on the streets, throwing stones, occasionally 
drawing blood, often taking hits, but in any 
case successfully paralysing the increasingly 
bewildered security forces. What armed 
militant could achieve more?

So will the Internet be the next threat for the 
Home Ministry? Will they accuse the Hizb-
ul-Mujahideen of supporting the Facebook 
chatter about the ‘intifada’ in Kashmir? And 
after that? Already, young Kashmiris on social-
networking sites are reporting phone calls 
from belligerent police officers, threatening 
them with serious charges including ‘waging 
war against the state’. Reports said that Qazi 
Rashid, the young mirwaiz of south Kashmir, 
has been accused of ‘instigating violence and 
justifying stone-pelting’ – through Facebook.

Sanjay Kak is a documentary filmmaker 
based in Delhi. His latest documentary, Jashn-e-

Azadi (2007), is about Kashmir.
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The UP High Court judgement on the 
Ayodhya dispute is being hailed as an ideal 

judgement which didn’t disappoint any of the 
parties to the case. Most importantly the fears 
that a judgement might spark of communal 
violence and for which the governments and 
administrations – at all levels – had braced 
themselves for, in retrospect proved to be 
misplaced. Peace prevailed as people listened 
to the judgement with utmost sincerety and 
demonstrated enough maturity by remaining 
inside their homes.

Everybody agrees that the judgement is 
based on faith. The Judges intended to drive 
the parties towards a solution. From the point 
of view of an attempt to motivate the parties 
involved to arrive at a solution this is a very 
good judgment. But if it were to be analysed 
from the point of view of conformity with 
the Constitutional values and the principles 
of justice, there are flaws in it. The most 
dangerous aspect of this judgement is that it 
has the potential to give rise to many such new 
distputes in future. The Buddhists have already 
made a claim on the Hindu temples which 
were built after destroying Baudh Vihars.

The Indian Constitution describes India 
as a clearly Secular country. We cannot give 
precedence to one religion above another. But 
the Ayodhya judgement has relied on the faith 
of Hindus that Ram was born exactly at the 
spot directly below the main dome of the now 
demolished Babri mosque. Legal judgements 
are based on facts. It appears that a concrete 
proof in the form of Babri mosque which was 
demolished on 6th December, 1992, and in 
which prayers were offered till 1949, has been 
given less impotance than the faith of Hindus. 

So, on one side we’ve concrete evidence 
of existence of a mosque and on another, in 
addition to the faith of Hindus, an inconclusive 
ASI report which claims the remnants of a 
Hindu temple found during the excavation of 
the disputed site on orders from the Court. The 
ASI report also mentions other things which 
were found at this site. But the manner in 
which it reaches at the conclusion of existence 
of a Hindu temple at the site of Babri mosque 
before it was built is mysterious and indicates 
a prejudged mindset. But even if we assume 
the existence of a Hindu temple at the disputed 
site before Babri mosque was built, it doesn’t 

Sandeep Pandey 

“Ayodhya” Judgement
 not in Consonance with constituion or Justice 
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automatically imply that this also happens to 
the exact birth place of Ram. The Court itself 
admits that it is a matter of faith. But how can 
the judgements of Courts be based on faith? 

In our country we’ve decided to honour the 
existence of a religious place as it stood on the 
day of our independence. In this case it appears 
that a Hindu temple which existed more than 
500 years ago is being given more importance 
than a mosque which stood there till recently.

One of the judges has gone to the extent 
of saying that this judgement clears the way 
for construction of a grand Ram temple 
at the disputed site. It was a dispute over 
ownership of the place. The Court had to also 
adjudicate on the idols of Ram temple which 
were surreptitiously placed inside the mosque 
on the night of 22nd/23rd December, 1949. 
Whether a grand Ram temple was to be built 
at the site was not a matter for consideration 
before the Court. The idea of construction of a 
Ram temple at the disputed site was conceived 
by some only in the ‘80s. It is amusing that 
the Court has maintained discreet silence on 
matters on which it was supposed to give 
judgement and has given a ruling on matters 
outside the purview of the case.

By talking of construction of a Ram temple 
at the disputed site the judge has in one stroke 
justified the demolition of Babri mosque, on 
which a criminal case is still pending in the 
Court. Because, if the Court believes that the 
disputed site is the birth place of Ram and one 
of the judges also thinks that a Ram temple 
should be built here then the Babri mosque had 
to make way for this proposed temple. It would 
have been interesting to see what the judge 
would have to say if the mosque still existed 
at the site. In this sense the judgement is no 
less than judicial equivalent of the physical 
demolition of Babri mosque.

This dispute has been a tremendous setback 
for the country’s politics. Price rise, rotting 
of food grains outside FCI godowns, the 
Agriculture Minister’s statement that he would 
rather have it rot than distribute it to poor, first 

the IPL and then the shameful Commonwealth 
Games scandals, the discontent of people of 
J&K and inability of the Government of India 
to find a solution to either this or the naxalite 
problem, the numerous strggles of people 
going on to hold on to their lands against 
the onslaught of Corporatisation of natural 
resources, the corruption of Chief Justices of 
the Supreme Court – all issues concerning the 
common people of the country were dominated 
by the fear of fallout of Ayodhya judgement. 
The fact that there was a fear of outbreak 
of communal violence upon the delivery of 
judgment goes to show that this issue has 
the inherent potential of violence. The nation 
has already suffered a lot due to violence on 
account of this mosque-temple dispute.

In reality, the claim that Ram was born 
exactly below where the middle dome of 
mosque stood is the cause of dispute. If we 
ask the common Hindu, on whose faith the 
judgement has relied, she may not insist on 
reclaiming the spot nor would like conflict 
over this issue. If the Hindutva organizations 
are really interested in building a grand Ram 
temple why can’t they do it at Karsewakpuram, 
a land possessed by VHP in Ayodhya? Would 
Ram be unhappy if his temple was not built 
exactly at the site where he was born? Or, 
would it mean that Hindus have compromised 
with their faith, which for the time being 
seems to have been hijacked by the Hindtuva 
organizations? The real question is how much 
space the modern Indian democracy would 
allow for the abuse of religion for political 
purposes? When will we learn to say that 
religion and politics should be kept apart?

The Allahabad HC judgement is not in 
conformity with the Constitutional value 
of Secularism and neither is it in tune with 
principles of justice. It raises a question about 
the future of India as a secular democracy.

 Sandeep Pandey is a National Convener, 
NAPM

ashaashram@yahoo.com
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More than one hundred and fifty 
organizations from over twenty 

states across India including sixty people's 
movements gathered for the Eighth Biennial 
Convention of the National Alliance of 
People’s Movements (NAPM) to reassert their 
commitments to fighting for peace, justice 
and democracy at Badwani, Madhya Pradesh. 
The convention was organised to coincide 
with programmes commemorating 25 years 
of struggle and reconstruction in Narmada 
Valley by Narmada Bachao Andolan.

NAPM since its inception in 1992 has 
come a long way and have waged important 
struggles along with many other movements, 
voluntary organisations, federations and 
forums, sympathetic intellectuals, artists, 
students and others against WTO, World 
Bank, Enron, SEZs, big dams, rural and 
urban evictions and displacements, atrocities 
against women, adivasis, and Dalits and 
communalism and promoted alternatives to 

the current development paradigm. It has 
continued the effort of alliance building 
process through the campaigns and processes 
like Desh Bachao Desh Banao (Save the 
Nation – Build the Nation), a nation-wide 
campaign, or Sangharsh / Action process in 
2007. In continuation 8th Convention decided 
to promote setting up of Jan Sansad / People's 
Parliament as an alternative to the corrupt 
practices of the politicians and take over of 
the democratically elected bodies. 

The Convention was organised in the 
context and knowledge of unfolding process 
of neo-liberalism which started in early 
90s and is now showing its true colours. It 
observed :

• Corporations, Public and Private 
both, are not only grabbing the resources 
but the political space and power through 
market and related mechanism. The investors 
– national to multinational have “privatized” 

NAPM's 8th Biennial Convention – A Brief Report

Towards Peace, 
     Justice and Democracy...
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each and every dimension of our society, 
polity and economy and social transformation 
today has become a greater challenge to the 
imagination, because Global Warming and 
the Energy Crisis are much more visible 
coupled with the power of Capital. 

• The State's role has also changed 
to that of a market regulator and it has given 
away the mask of welfare and benevolence. 
The political class and a more articulate 
middle class firmly believes in the ideology 
of market and neo-liberal models of 
economy and growth. There is an increased 
informalisation of labour as a result, 96% 
of workers today are in the unorganised and 
unprotected sectors of work, unprecedented 
polarisation between the rich and the poor, 
steep rise in food prices, together with loss 
of food security and impoverishment of 
agriculture. The political class rarely resolves 
the people’s issues but rather exploits those 
towards vote banking, more crudely now 
than ever. 

• The bogey of communalism has 
seeped through the veins of society and 
governance in numerous ways and demands 
a different understanding and strategy to 
fight them. Public space, public interest, 
public domain and priorities are shrinking 
to the detriment of basic need fulfilment 
jeopardizing not only the present but also the 
future. There is also a growing trend towards 
"war on terror", militarisation and violence 
unleashed by the State making non-violent 
mass struggles more difficult, but at the same 
time making them more relevant too.

• The armed conflicts imposed upon 
us by the state and counter violence by non-
state and private vigilante forces are also 
creating a situation which is threatening the 
lives and livelihood of the millions of those 
living at the margins of this development 
process. Together the forces of communalism, 
corporatisation, and veiled casteism and 
patriarchy are not only threatening the 
framework of democratic society but has 
become an impediment to our collective 
efforts towards building a truly people's 
democracy unlike the existent bourgeois 
democracy. 

• However, these times are not that 
bleak either, our collective efforts have 
not only led to enactment of progressive 
legislations like Right to Information Act, 
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Act, Forest Rights Act etc. but 
also created a situation where people on the 
ground have challenged every single attempt 
at grabbing of land, water, forests, minerals 
etc. We are standing amidst the victory of 
people's movements at Singur, Nandigram, 
Niyamgiri, Sompeta, Karla, Chamalapura, 
Chengara and many more such places of 
resistance. 

The Convention in its deliberations over 
the three days recognised the fact that the 

NAPM since its inception in 
1992 has come a long way 
and have waged important 
struggles along with many 
other movements, voluntary 
organisations, federations 
and forums, sympathetic 
intellectuals, artists, students 
and others against WTO, World 
Bank, Enron, SEZs, big dams, 
rural and urban evictions and 
displacements, atrocities against 
women, adivasis, and Dalits and 
communalism and promoted 
alternatives to the current 
development paradigm.
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question of justice and equity have to assume 
priority and struggle has to be intensified to 
establish people's 'right control over natural 
resources' since it has become the focal point 
of contestation between people, state and 
corporations. It projected that the coming 
decades will see fierce battles and struggles 
for asserting rights and control over land, 
water, forests, minerals and thereby making 
it more difficult to ensure justice to dalits, 
adivasis, women, minorities, workers, 
landless peasantry and others who are 
considered 'out-castes of the development'. 

The discussions reiterated its commitment 
to defying the principle of 'eminent domain' 
of State and challenged its power even 
when it has merely become a negotiator for 
the corporations and appropriated military 
strength to protect their capitalist interest. 
Whether it is land acquisition, displacement 
or rehabilitation - most issues today are 
politicized and polarized and there is an 
urgent need for movements and supporters to 
evolve consensus on development planning 
to ensure equity and justice, through peace 
and democracy. 

The Convention also endorsed the process 

of formation of a People’s Parliament i.e. “Jan 
Sansad” along with many other alliances in 
the country and extended its full commitment 
to the process. “Jan Sansad” would be held 
across the country in struggle areas with a 
common framework of Peace, Justice and 
Democracy. It will be demonstrative of direct 
(not representative) and just democratic 
forum and processes. It would strive to bring 
together people's representatives, eminent 
activists and progressive professionals from 
various walks of life who would petition 
and challenge the conscience of the nation, 
drawing on the force of moral strength and 
will ordain direct actions and programme for 
immediate relief and long term transformation 
in the society. 

After deliberations in the panel and 
workshops a joint national programmme 
was declared with the appeal to everyone 
to carry forward the agenda and expand the 
organisational strength of the Alliance. Each 
state chapter formulated their own programme 
and strategies for carrying forward the issue 
based struggles and their  commitment and 
enthusiasm towards achieving comprehensive 
social change through multiple front actions – 
from mass mobilisations, to legal challenges, 
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policy interventions and critical reflections on 
shared history and alliance processes.

Key Programmes

 To oppose any move by the UPA 
government to bring in the  Land Acquisition 
(Amendment) Bill and Resettlement & 
Rehabilitation Bill, without including the 
demands of people's movements which 
has been debated and presented at different 
levels of governments over past two decades. 
Demanding a nation wide consultation, the 
Convention re-emphasised its commitment 
towards repeal of Land Acquisition Act 
and enactment of a National Development 
Planning Act for which it will launch mass 
actions in upcoming months throughout the 
country.

 A plan to join the struggle against 
the undemocratic and anti-people 45,000 
crore UID Card Project (Aadhar) which will 
add another unnecessary burden and would 
become further means of exploitation of the 
poor. 

 A campaign for a wider and stronger 
legislation for full social security and 
protection to the 96% of on working classes, 
unjustifiably categorized as ‘unorganised’, 
would be intensified to provide their due to 
dalits, OBCs and adivasis, minorities, who to 
a large extent, fall in this category.

 The Ayodhya judgement is more 
political than legal but the society showed 
enough maturity which prevented any 
extreme reactions and this shows the efforts 
of various progressive movements over the 
years in establishing communal harmony. In 
continuance of its efforts NAPM resolved 
to join the ‘Sadbhav Yatra’ from Ayodhya 
to Wardha, beginning on December 10th, 
the Human Rights Day along with other 
movements.

 To continue the struggle for 
enactment of a comprehensive Food Security 
Act, including the priority to protecting 
agriculture and also oppose the diversion 
of agricultural land to the non-agricultural 
market-based business, whether industries or 
real estate development.

 Condemning the anti-people 
moves in the name of “Right to education” 
and “Health for all”, deprivation of the real 
needy people of these basic services, NAPM 
resolved to challenge this at state and national 
level.

A new national conveners committee was 
also constituted through a decentralised 
process of elections at the state conventions. 
Conveners elected from states included 
Prafulla Samantara (Orissa), Roma (Uttar 
Pradesh), D. Gabriele (Tamil Nadu), P. 
Chennaiah (Andhra Pradesh), Anand 
Mazgaonkar (Gujarat), Akhil Gogoi (Assam), 
Sr. Celia (Karnataka), Geo Jose (Kerala), 
Ulka Mahajan (Maharashtra) and Suniti 
S. R. (Maharashtra), Sandeep Pandey and  
Medha Patkar. Aruna Roy was included in 
the team as the permanent invitee. In addition 
three National Organisers Madhuresh 
Kumar, Rajendra Ravi (Delhi) and Mukta 
Srivastava (Maharashtra) were appointed 
by the Conveners Team to carry forward the 
campaign and organisational work. More 
members would be added to the conveners 
Committee after the completion of the state 
conventions in the other states. 

The Convention ended on the note of 
keeping the traditions of struggle and 
reconstruction alive and present an alternative 
to the present vulgar politics, giving a new 
political expression and vocabulary to the 
peace and justice movements in the country. 

napmindia@napm-india.org



22

September-October 2010The Movement of India

In early 80s when the murmurs of 
protest were taking shape against 
the Sardar Sarovar Dam then no 

one had thought that the reverberations of 
‘Narmada Bachao, Manav Bachao’ [Save 
Narmada, Save Humanity] will continue 
nearly three decades after that. Narmada 
Bachao Andolan, seeds of which were shown 
in 1985 has continued to challenge the Dam, 
the technocratic model of development and 
kept the flag of resistance and justice afloat 
for the communities in the valley who are 
facing submergence, loss of livelihood, 
cultural heritage and environmental disaster. 

Over these years, the Andolan has seen worst 
of the state violence; undertook strenuous 
and at times life threatening peaceful direct 
actions in form of wilful submergence in rising 
waters, fasts; waged struggle at local, national 
and global level; participated in numerous 

Commissions, Court cases; received support 
and adulation from umpteen individuals and 
groups, faced the ire of some other sections; 
earned epitaphs and awards and also labels 
like ‘anti-national’ and ‘anti-development’. 
The expanse and mere size of the movement 
made it the ‘mother’ of new wave of social 
movements in 80s and 90s marking a series 
of books, PhDs, research topics, films, 
reports etc. making it perhaps one of the 
most documented struggles of our times. It 
successfully managed to forge an alliance of 
Gandhians, Sarvodayis, environmentalists, 
young professionals, cultural activists, 
lawyers, students, campaigners and many 
others not only in India but across many 
countries thereby creating a transnational 
struggle spread over three continents at a time 
when the means of communications were no 
where near as it exists today. 

Ordinary People, 
Extraordinary Movement 

Twenty Five Years of Struggle and Quest for Alternative in Narmada Valley
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For a community, an andolan and a nation 

what does it mean to have continued the 
struggle for this long. The SSP today stands 
stalled at 122.62 mts since April 2006 in 
wake of stiff resistance from people and 
project authorities’ inability to complete the 
provisions of command area development,  
compensatory afforestation and other 
mitigation measures as contained in the 
environmental clearance granted in 1987. 
There are also severe non-compliance with 
regard to rehabilitation with land, livelihood 
and R&R sites to thousands of oustees in the 
three states of Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh 
and Gujarat. Despite winning over land for 
11,000 families from the State, the challenge 
to rehabilitate 2,00,000 people remains. 

The Andolan in SSP area has gone through 
various phases, if late 80s and early 90s 
saw intense mobilisation at local, national 
and international level then later half of 
90s saw greater action at the regional and 
national level. Today Andolan is putting up 
a greater legal and technical fight in different 
Committees, Commissions and Courts along 
with continued resistance in plains and adivasi 
areas. So, even though the detractors of NBA 
would like us to believe that the movement is 
on its way out since it has run its course and 
the only remaining issue is of rehabilitation 
of the people, which the governments claim 
to have already completed (51,447 families), 
the struggle however is on at various levels. 

NBA continues to not only challenge 
the height of the Dam but also uses multi-
pronged approach; creatively using the print 
and electronic media, enlisting the support 
of intellectuals, extensively pursing RTIs to 
expose rampant corruption in the rehabilitation 
process environmental mitigation measures 
etc. In these many years NBA has expanded 
the struggle to other dams in the Narmada 
Valley - Jobat, Indira Sagar, Omkareshwar, 
Maheshwar, Mann and others. The struggle 

is at different stages in the different project 
areas and is in no way going to die since the 
resolve of the people for justice keeps getting 
stronger everyday.  

Intense political machinations to push the 
Sardar Sarovar to its final height of 138.68  mts  
is underway, even as there is over-whelming 
evidence of the minimal attainment of the 
projected benefits and a mammoth increase 
in the overall costs. The pronouncements of 
NBA about Kutch not getting the water, and 
most of it being pocketed by urban centres 
like Baroda, Ahmedabad and diverted for 
industrial purposes, sugar cane farming in 
the central Gujarat plains and water parks 
are all coming true now. The fact that the 
farmers from Kutch have moved the Supreme 
Court over irregularities in water distribution 
only corroborates what NBA has been 
saying for this long. A recent study titled, 
‘Monument of Mismanagement’ by Gujarat’s 
social organizations has documented cases 
of farmers refusing to give up the land 
for the canals, which at places are nearly 
100 mts. wide. Due to such opposition, 
Gujarat government now plans to construct 
underground pipes instead of canals!! The 
investment in the dam today stands at 45,000 
crores which is squarely 10 times the initial 
approved plan cost, 4200 Crores in 1983. 
The Planning Commission estimates that 
this while elephant would gobble up 70,000 
crores by 2010.  

These facts only corroborate what NBA 
has been saying all this while about the 
fundamental question of how development 
planning needs to be re-imagined in the 
country.  The SSP is no more a question of 
dam since in these many years the pro-dam 
lobby in Gujarat and elsewhere has come 
to symbolise the worst form of dam(ned) 
nationalism which continues to push for more 
and more dams in the country in ecologically 
fragile areas of Himalayas, without reviewing 
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the questions raised by NBA and other anti-
dam movements in the country. If, even after 
spending such large amounts from the state 
exchequer, we are not able to achieve our 
developmental targets of providing water, 
whether for domestic or irrigation purposes, 
we, as a nation must do a serious re-thinking 
on utilizing our finances more meaningfully, 
by involving the local communities in the 
planning process and promoting small, 
sustainable, non-displacing alternatives. 

Anti-dam struggles all over the world have 
shown that ‘development’ or ‘dam building’ 
is not a  mere technical activity, it is a political 
project. Recognising and learning from that 
NBA since the days of Harsud Sammelan in 
1989 has been shifting the terms of debate on 
development. It famously raised the question, 
‘development – how and for whom ?  Who 
pays, who profits ?’ Harsud became a rallying 
point for similar struggles in the country and 
challenged the technocratic development 
paradigm being pursued by the Indian State 
post 1947 through its five year plans. NBA 
is not the first of anti-dams struggle in the 
country, many existed before that but it 
is unique since it managed to break the 
Nehruvian myth of ‘dams being the modern 
temples of India’. It gave rise to a whole series 
of struggles against the dams and for that 

matter any large infrastructure project in the 
country, which would displace communities 
from their land, water and forest. 

The slogan, ‘Vikas Chahiye, Vinas Nahi’ 
[We want development, not destruction], 
truly captures the essence of differences in 
the meanings and models of development 
followed by the State and the one wanted by 
the people who have been sacrificed at the 
altar of development. 

The struggle was never against one dam 
and so the urgency to wage a comprehensive 
struggle and so along with others it took 
to formations of alliances and coalitions 
like Bharat Jan Vikas Andolan, Bharat Jan 
Andolan and National Alliance of People’s 
Movements in early 90s. It became the struggle 
against a world-view – dominated by capital 
and technology and inspired by neo-liberal 
capitalist agenda. Today, we are witness to a 
diversity of resistances manifested across the 
country, feeding off the energies generated 
from struggles and as a result any intended 
acquisition of land, water, forest and minerals 
gets challenged by the people all over the 
country. If the agenda of Land Reforms 
has taken a back seat then the struggles for 
democratic control of natural resources have 
occupied the centre stage and the imprints of 



25

The Movement of India September-October 2010
various movements on the failed and trapped 
investments of corporations like Tatas, 
Mittals, POSCO, Jindals, Vedanta and many 
others can be seen all around.  

The idiom of protest and solidarity actions 
which NBA pioneered, politicised and 
trained a whole new generation of young 
people in this long period of struggle. They 
have continued to struggle for 
justice and democracy not only 
in the social movements, but in 
numerous progressive organisations, 
NGOs, research institutions and 
even within the government agencies 
and media. The NBA’s journey is also 
synonymous with the growth of ministry 
of environment, question of environment 
and development, environment movement, 
media and judiciary more sensitive to the 
questions of environment and development 
in the country. The struggle against the 
World Bank in 90s meant opening up 
of a completely new front against the 
foreign capital, investments and impact 
which these policies had on the country. 
The fight against the WB became the fight 
against the new economic policies of the then 
government of India and WTO.  

But more than these the peaceful and 
democratic struggle of NBA for twenty 
five years has continued to test the Indian 
democracy and State. The Gandhian idioms 
of protests applied to its extreme (when 
NBA undertook Jal Samparpan or long 
fasts on many occasions) sent the Indian 
state scurrying for answers and responses. 
The immense faith which NBA and many 
other democratic movements have put in the 
democratic traditions have only strengthened 
the Indian Democracy. The fact that people 
in the valley still continue to pour their faith 
in the state assumes larger significance, when 
the faith the people in the peaceful means 
are dwindling in the wake of growing state 

violence and the reactions to that by Maoists 
in Central India or the insurgent groups in 
North East and Kashmir. The Indian State 
at its own peril have chosen to engage with 
the armed groups and refused to engage 
with the civil and democratic voices in these 
regions. The struggle in Narmada Valley will 
continue to have bearing on the struggles 
across the country and more so when the 
State will be challenged in different ways. In 
such times, the struggle of ordinary people, 
creating extraordinary movement with a 

comprehensive vision of development 
might have answers to many of the 
problems which India might face 
in times to come.

The success and failure 
of NBA in no way can be 
restricted to the question 
of completion of Sardar 
Sarovar Dam, it has to be 
seen in entirety due to all 
the dynamism inherent 
in the movement. In all 
frankness, the very fact that 

the movement continues in all its vibrancy 
even to this day, is exemplary of what it has 
accomplished. Every time when the naysayers 
thought the Andolan is finished, more so after 
the verdict of Supreme Court 2000, it has 
risen like a phoenix and shown the power 
of people, the events of April 2006 was one 
such occasion. The Andolan and leadership 
has shown immense capacity to learn from 
its own past which are visible in the struggles 
against other dams in the Narmada Valley. 
Today the Andolan  stands at a critical point 
and it is looking for a strategic direction 
keeping the flag of justice afloat in times to 
come. The people, at the fore front, shall keep 
the struggle alive with their slogan and spirit 
of ‘Ladenge ! Jeetenge !’ [We shall fight ! We 
shall win !]. 

Madhuresh Kumar is National Organiser, NAPM-
madhuresh@napm-india.org
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‘Everything the [Ford] Foundation did 
could be regarded as “making the 

World safe for capitalism”, reducing social 
tensions by helping to comfort the afflicted, 
provide safety valves for the angry, and 
improve the functioning of government 
(McGeorge Bundy, National Security Advisor 
to Presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon 
Johnson (1961-1966), President of the Ford 
Foundation, (1966-1979)).

“By providing the funding and the 
policy framework to many concerned 
and dedicated people working 
within the non-profit sector, the 
ruling class is able to co-opt leadership 
from grassroots communities, ... and is 
able to make the funding, accounting, 
and evaluation components of 
the work so time consuming 
and onerous that social 
justice work is virtually 
impossible under these 
conditions” (Paul 
Kivel, You Call 
this Democracy, 
Who Benefits, 
Who Pays and 
Who Really 
Decides, 2004, 
p. 122 ).

“Under the New World Order, the ritual of 
inviting “civil society” leaders into the inner 
circles of power – while simultaneously 
repressing the rank and file – serves several 
important functions. First, it says to the World 
that the critics of globalization “must make 
concessions” to earn the right to mingle. 

Second, it 
conveys the illusion that while the global elites 
should – under what is euphemistically called 
democracy – be subject to criticism, they 
nonetheless rule legitimately. And third, it 
says “there is no alternative” to globalization: 
fundamental change is not possible and the 
most we can hope is to engage with these 
rulers in an ineffective “give and take”.

- Michel Chossudovsky

“Manufacturing Dissent”:
The Anti-globalization Movement is Funded by the Corporate Elites

The People’s Movement has been Hijacked,
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What this “civil society mingling” does 
is to reinforce the clutch of the corporate 
establishment while weakening and dividing 
the protest movement. An understanding 
of this process of co-optation is important, 
because tens of thousands of the most 
principled young people in Seattle, Prague 
and Quebec City [1999-2001] are involved in 
the anti-globalization protests because they 
reject the notion that money is everything, 
because they reject the impoverishment of 
millions and the destruction of fragile Earth 
so that a few may get richer.

Under contemporary capitalism, the illusion 
of democracy must prevail. It is in the interest 
of the corporate elites to accept dissent and 
protest as a feature of the system inasmuch 
as they do not threaten the established social 
order. The purpose is not to repress dissent, 
but, on the contrary, to shape and mould the 
protest movement, to set the outer limits of 
dissent.

How is the process of manufacturing 
dissent achieved?

Essentially by “funding dissent”, namely 
by channelling financial resources from those 
who are the object of the protest movement 
to those who are involved in organizing the 
protest movement.

The programs of many NGOs and people’s 
movements rely heavily on both public as 
well as private funding agencies including 
the Ford, Rockefeller, McCarthy foundations, 
among others. 

Whereas the mainstream media 
“manufactures consent”, the complex 
network of NGOs (including segments of the 
alternative media) are used by the corporate 
elites to mould and manipulate the protest 
movement.

Piecemeal Activism

The objective of the corporate elites has 
been to fragment the people’s movement 
into a vast “do it yourself” mosaic. Activism 
tends to be piecemeal. There is no integrated 
anti-globalization anti-war movement. The 
economic crisis is not seen as having a 
relationship to the US led war.

Dissent has been compartmentalized. 
Separate “issue oriented” protest movements 
(e.g. environment, anti-globalization, 
peace, women’s rights, climate change) 
are encouraged and generously funded as 
opposed to a cohesive mass movement.

The World Economic Forum. “All Roads 
Lead to Davos”  

Selected intellectuals, trade union 
executives, and the leaders of civil society 
organizations (including Oxfam, Amnesty 
International, Greenpeace) are routinely 

Under the New World Order, the 
ritual of inviting “civil society” 
leaders into the inner circles of 
power – while simultaneously 
repressing the rank and file – 
serves several important functions. 
First, it says to the World that 
the critics of globalization “must 
make concessions” to earn the 
right to mingle. Second, it conveys 
the illusion that while the global 
elites should – under what is 
euphemistically called democracy 
– be subject to criticism, they 
nonetheless rule legitimately. 
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invited to the Davos World 
Economic Forum, where they 
mingle with the World’s most 
powerful economic and political 
actors. This mingling of the 
World’s corporate elites with 
hand-picked “progressives” is part 
of the ritual underlying the process 
of “manufacturing dissent”.

The ploy is to selectively 
handpick civil society leaders 
“whom we can trust” and integrate 
them into a “dialogue”, cut them 
off from their rank and file, make 
them feel that they are “global 
citizens” acting on behalf of their 
fellow workers but make them act 
in a way which serves the interests 
of the corporate establishment:

The World Social Forum: 
“Another World Is Possible”

From the outset in 2001, the 
WSF was supported by core funding from 
the Ford Foundation, which is known to have 
ties to the CIA going back to the 1950s: “The 
CIA uses philanthropic foundations as the 
most effective conduit to channel large sums 
of money to Agency projects without alerting 
the recipients to their source.” (James Petras, 
The Ford Foundation and the CIA, Global 
Research, September 18, 2002).

In addition to initial core support from the 
Ford Foundation, many of the participating 
civil society organizations receive funding 
from major foundations and charities. In 
turn, the US and European based NGOs 
often operate as secondary funding agencies 
channelling Ford and Rockefeller money 
towards partner organizations in developing 
countries, including grassroots peasant and 
human rights movements.

Western Governments Fund the 
Counter-Summits and Repress the Protest 

Movement

In a bitter irony, governments including 
the European Union grant money to fund 
progressive groups (including the WSF) 
involved in organizing protests against the 
very same governments which finance their 
activities.

We are dealing with a diabolical process: 
The host government finances the official 
summit as well as the NGOs actively involved 
in the Counter-Summit. It also funds the anti-
riot police operation which has a mandate 
to repress the grassroots participants of the 
Counter-Summit, including members of 
NGOs direcly funded by the government.

NGO Leaders versus their Grassroots

The establishment of the World Social 
Forum (WSF) in 2001 was unquestionably 
a historical landmark, bringing together tens 
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of thousands of committed activists. It was 
an important venue which allowed for the 
exchange of ideas and the establishment of 
ties of solidarity.

What is at stake is the ambivalent role of 
the leaders of progressive organizations. 
Their cozy and polite relationship to the 
inner circles of power, to corporate and 
government funding, aid agencies, the World 
Bank, etc, undermines their relationship and 
responsibilities to their rank and file. The 
objective of manufactured dissent is precisely 
that: to distance the leaders from their rank 
and file as a means to effectively silencing 
and weakening grassroots actions. 

Most of the grassroots participating 
organizations in the World Social Forum 
including peasant, workers’ and student 
organizations, firmly committed to 
combating neoliberalism were unaware of 
the WSF International Council’s relationship 
to corporate funding, negotiated behind their 
backs by a handful of NGO leaders with ties 

to both official and private funding agencies.

Funding to progressive organizations is 
not unconditional. Its purpose is to “pacify” 
and manipulate the protest movement. 
Precise conditionalities are set by the funding 
agencies. If they are not met, the disbursements 
are discontinued and the recipient NGO is 
driven into de facto bankruptcy due to lack 
of funds.

The WSF is a mosaic of individual 
initiatives which does not directly threaten or 
challenge the legitimacy of global capitalism 
and its institutions. It meets annually.

What prevails is a vast and intricate network 
of organizations. The recipient grassroots 
organizations in developing countries are 
invariably unaware that their partner NGOs 
in the United States or the European Union, 
which are providing them with financial 
support, are themselves funded by major 
foundations. The money trickles down, 
setting constraints on grassroots actions. 
Many of these NGO leaders are committed 
and well meaning individuals acting within 
a framework which sets the boundaries of 
dissent. The leaders of these movements are 
often co-opted, without even realizing that as 
a result of corporate funding their hands are 
tied.

“Another World is Possible”, but it cannot 
be meaningfully achieved under the present 
arrangement

A shake-up of the World Social Forum, 
of its organizational structure, its funding 
arrangements and leadership is required. 
There can be no meaningful mass movement 
when dissent is generously funded by those 
same corporate interests which are the target 
of the protest movement.

Extracts from a recent article by Chossudovsky 
(Global Research, September 20, 2010)...

From the outset in 2001, 
the WSF was supported 
by core funding from the 
Ford Foundation, which 
is known to have ties to 
the CIA going back to 
the 1950s: “The CIA uses 
philanthropic foundations 
as the most effective 
conduit to channel large 
sums of money to Agency 
projects without alerting 
the recipients to their 
source.” 
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Dear National Advisory Committee 
members,

The Right to Food Campaign has been 
following closely the discussions of the NAC 
on the proposed food security bill. It has 
examined the media reports and some of the 
documents that were circulated at the NAC 
meeting held on the 30th of August. We are 
alarmed that the NAC is still dragging its feet 
regarding universalising the PDS.  While the 
press release from the earlier NAC meeting 
on 14th July clearly stated “while time-bound 
universalisation of foodgrain entitlements 
across the country may be desirable, initial 
universalisation in one-fourth of the most 
disadvantaged districts or blocks in the first 
year is recommended, where every household 
is entitled to receive 35 kgs per month of 
foodgrains at Rs 3 a kg”, the proposals 
discussed by the NAC on 30th August  2010 
are bypassing this issue and insist on dividing 
the nation into the Aam and Antodaya 
category. This means the continuation of 
targeting (which has repeatedly failed) 
with only a replacement of the BPL- APL 
categorisation with a new nomenclature.

We are also surprised that when the 
country is faced with persistent hunger and 
malnutrition, the NAC is ignoring the present 
crisis of mountains of food stocks in FCI 
godowns with lacs of tonnes left to rot. As a 
body advising the Prime Minister it should 
have recommended immediate distribution of 
the surplus stocks for universalisation in one 
fourth districts or 150 of the poorest districts.

We would like the NAC to relook its 
proposed recommendations which bypass the 
question of nutritional security. The present 
proposals provide for legal guarantees only 
for the distribution of cereal. The production, 

procurement, and storage of cereal, pulses and 
oils have been pushed into the background 
as mere enabling provisions (outside legal 
guarantees), thus leaving out the very 
foundation of agricultural revitalization on 
which these entitlements are to be established. 
Leaving out pulses and oils from the PDS 
food basket that is proposed to be legally 
guaranteed shows that nutritional security is 
a non - issue, when adult male and female 
anaemia and malnutrition is very high.

We are shocked that the expansion of food 
entitlements to a larger population and also 
the per capita increase in the quantum of even 
the cereal component is not being proposed 
or even considered. The arguments that funds 
are not available, in this case Rs. 1 lac 80 
thousand crores, should not come in the way 
when India ranks 66th in the Global Hunger 
Index out of 88 poorest countries.

The lack of resources however does not 
come in the way of MPs in hiking their salaries 
in a stroke or providing tax exemptions and 
rebates of over Rs. 5 lakh crores (in 2009-
2010) majorly to the corporate sector or for 
the nineteen times increased allocation for the 
commonwealth games. It clearly shows that 
the “Food For All Forever” motto, poignantly 
stated in the NAC recommendations is mere lip 
service and not for actual implementation.

While in unambiguous terms we would 
like to welcome the inclusion of nutritional 

RIGHT TO FOOD CAMPAIGN
This letter to the Chairperson and 
members of the NAC was released 
on the eve of the meeting that took 
place to discuss the contents of 
the National Food Security Act on 
24th September 2010 ..
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and cash programs for vulnerable groups and 
children’s right to food, we are also concerned 
that the Government still considers niggardly 
amounts like pensions of Rs. 400 per month 
sufficient for the survival of an old person. 
The quantum of grain per household is still 
being talked of at 25 kgs and 35 kgs which 
for most Indian households would last for 
less than ten days.

The Right to Food campaign demands for 
the Nation a comprehensive food security 
act which should include legal provisions 
relating to:

1. An overarching obligation to protect 
everyone from hunger;

2. Promotion of sustainable and equitable 
food production ensuring adequate food 
availability in all locations at all times;

3. Protection against forcible diversion of 
land, water and forests from food production; 

4. Protection of food sovereignty and 
elimination of the entry of corporate interests 
and private contractors in food production, 
distribution and governance;

5. Promotion of decentralized food 
production, procurement and distribution 
systems; 

6. Protection of interests of small farmers 
especially ensuring that farmers are given 
remunerative prices for food items;

7. A universal Public Distribution System 
(providing at least 14 kgs of grain per adult 
per month as well as 1.5 kgs of pulses and 
800 gms of oil, with comparable quantities 
for children);

8. Special food and cash entitlements 
for households (including an expanded 
Antyodaya programme for single women, 
old, dalits, Tribals, disabled, Transgender, 
landless and marginal farmers, daily wagers, 

slum dwellers, migrants etc.); 

9. No use of technology for identification 
purpose which can violate the civil liberties 
and human rights of the people;

10. Consolidation of all entitlements 
created by recent Supreme Court orders (e.g. 
cooked mid-day meals in primary schools 
and universalization of ICDS); 

11. Support for effective breastfeeding 
(including skilled counseling, maternity 
entitlements and crèches); 

12. Elimination of all social discrimination 
in food–related matters; 

13. Safeguards against cash transfers 
replacing food transfers under any nutrition-
related scheme;

14. Provisioning of Ration cards in the 
name of women;

15. Strong accountability and grievance 
redressal provisions, including mandatory 
penalties for any violation of the Act and 
compensation for those whose entitlements 
have been denied.

Annie Raja (National Federation for Indian 
Women), Anuradha Talwar and Madhuri 
Krishnaswamy (New Trade Union Initiative), Arun 
Gupta (Breast Feeding Promotion Network of India), 
Arundhati Dhuru (National People’s Movement 
of India), Ashok Bharti (National Conference of 
Dalit Organizations), Anjali Bhardwaj, Nikhil 
Dey (National Campaign for People’s Right to 
Information), Asha Mishra and Vinod Raina (Bharat 
Gyan Vigyan Samiti), Colin Gonsalves (Human 
Rights Law Network), Kavita Srivastava (People’s 
Union for Civil Liberties), Mira Shiva and Vandana 
Prasad (Jan Swasthya Abhiyan), Paul Diwakar 
(National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights),  
Subhash Bhatnagar (National Campaign Committee 

for Unorganized Sector workers), V.B. Rawat

   23 September, 2010
The Steering group of the Right to Food Campaign

righttofood@gmail.com
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October 18, 2000  The Supreme Court of India in a Majority Judgement by Chief Justice A.S. Anand 
and B.N. Kirpal and a dissenting note by Justice S.P. Bharucha allows the uncon-
ditional and unfettered construction of the controversial Sardar Sarovar Project 
(SSP).

January 4, 2001 The Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri.Vilasrao Deshmukh agrees to constitute 
an independent committee (Satyashodan Samiti) to look into the Government 
claims and ground reality of the rehabilitation of Sardar Sarovar Project (SSP) 
oustees and a Review Committee (Samiksha Samuha) to look into the costs-ben-
efits of the projects.

January 7, 2001 Nearly 8000 people affected by the Maheshwar Hydro-Electric project being built 
on the river Narmada in Madhya Pradesh march in the nearby town of Mandlesh-
war in celebration of the withdrawal of the US power utility Ogden from this 
destructive Project, and against the forces of privatization and globalization that 
put the quest for corporate profits over survival concerns.

January 9, 2001 Representatives of Narmada Valley Storm into MP Chief Minister's Residence De-
manding for a just and pro-people stand in the Review Committee.

January  20, 2001 NBA files criminal case of defamation against  the firvulous and defamatory ad-
vertisement issued by V K Saxena in Indian Express.

March 10, 2001 Man Project affected tribals storm NABARD office. NABARD officials agree not 
to give additional money to the Man Project if rehabilitation conditions are not 
met.

March 15, 2001 Portuguese guarantee to Maheshwar Project  refused. Loan of Rs. 200 crores falls 
through, Harza out of Project; Escrow cover for Maheshwar Project collapses; and 
NBA demands White Paper on the Project.

March 21, 2001 Hundreds of adivasis affected by the Man project capture the dam site and Indefi-
nite dharna at dam site begins.

March 28, 2001 200 of Man project-affected adivasis who were arrested on 21st March released 
unconditionally. 13 activists detained on false charges. Detailed examination of 
the rehabilitation process to be done in the next ten days.

April 20, 2010 R&R sub-group meeting defers further construction on the dam. Representatives 
dharna at Delhi to 'remind' them that rehabilitation is not done. Secretary to the 
Ministry of Tribal Welfare urged to visit the Sardar Sarovar submergence area.

July 5, 2001 Narmada Satyagraha launched in Jalsindhi-Domkhedi. 
July 9, 2001 Baba Amte invites President of India to visit Narmada valley to understand dis-

placement and submergence: Kasaravad Satyagraha launched.
July 12, 2001 Justice (Retd.) Daud Committee Report on Resettlement of Sardar Sarovar Project 

Oustees in Maharashtra Comes Down Heavily on the Government. Exposes the 
Lapses in Supreme Court Judgment; Vindicates NBA's Position.

August 16, 2001 Octogenarian social activist Sadhana Amte blessed and flagged off the Jeevan 
Yatra of 70 children representing the thousands of children of Narmada valley 
from village Kasaravad, on the banks of river Narmada to meet the President of 
India. 

  Date     Some Key Developments

A Decade of Struggle for Life and Livelihood in Narmada Valley 2000-2010



33

The Movement of India September-October 2010

September 17, 
2001

Senior activists of Narmada Bachao Andolan, including Medha Patkar go on in-
definite fast in Mumbai demanding implemntation of the Justice Daud Committee 
Report.

September 27, 
2001

Medha Patkar, Seetarambhai, Himmat Pawra, Ashish, Ganyabhai end their indefi-
nite fast on 11th day after Maharashtra Government agrees that it would verify 
the total number of oustees and the status of rehabilitation with the help of the 
Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) and not allow the increase in the present height 
of the controversial Sardar Sarovar Project.

March 17, 2002 A three member tribunal was appointed by the Indian People's Tribunal on Envi-
ronment and Human Rights to investigate the situation of the oustees under the 
Maan irrigation project, in view of the impending submergence in June 2002. The 
panel for the Maan project hearing consist of Justice GG Loney (Retd, Bombay 
High Court), Mr. Vinod Shetty, Human Rights Advocate, Mumbai, and Dr. Nan-
dini Sundar, Associate Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.

May 21, 2002 On the fourth day of the Dharna RamKuwar, Shri Mangat Verma, Shri Vinod Pat-
wa, and Chittaroopa Palit begin indefinite fast against the use of state terror and the 
illegal and inhuman attempts of the state government to evict them and to inundate 
their villages by Man dam without having first rehabilitated them.  

June 18, 2002 On the 29th day, the indefinite hunger fast by Chittaroopa Palit, Ramkuvar, Vinod 
Patwa and Mangat Varma is called off  as the government has asked Mr.Ravindra 
Sharma, Chairman Grievance Redressal Authority (GRA) of Narmada Valley 
Development Authority (NVDA) to look into the rehabilitation of the oustees of 
Maan dam, under the special advice of former Commissioner of SC/ST Commis-
sion, Dr.B.D.Sharma and veteran journalist Shri.Prabhas Joshi. 

July 20, 2002 About 400 police people enter the Man dam project affected village Khedi-Bal-
wari (Dist. Dhar, M.P.) and forcibly evict the village using terror tactics. 

September 3, 
2002

Dadla Karbari, Khatri Kaki, Kamla Yadav, Juggi, Hulya Patil,Dedlibai, Medha 
Patkar, Sitaram Kaka , Khiyali and hundred others face neck deep rising waters 
as Narmada waters reach 107 meters in Domkhedi, Maharashtra and Jalsindhi, 
Madhya pradesh. 

January 14, 2003 First Micro Hydel Project (15 KW) is inaugurated in the village Bilgaon, Maha-
rashtra.

May 14, 2003 Go ahead given for raising the height of the Sardar Sarovar Project from 95 meters 
to 100 meters.

May 30, 2003 Medha Patkar starts indefinite fast in Nasik demanding the immediate steps for 
resettling 3000 families likely to be affected by the 100 meters height of the Sardar 
Sarovar Project.

June 6, 2003 Medha patkar withdraws her indefinite fast after the Government of Maharashtra 
agreed to almost all measure demands of just rehabilitation for the Sardar Sarovar 
Project-affected tribals in Maharashtra.

June 2003 Chimalkhedi Satyagraha, in Maharashtra against raising of the SSP dam height 
from 100 mts and 110 mts and demanding full rehabilitation for all oustees. 

March 31, 2004 The Comptroller Auditor General, in its audit report unearthed  massive corruption 
by the NVDA in rehabilitation works in Madhya Pradesh and reported financial 
irregularities indicating fictitious and doubtful payments of Rs.5.63 crores. 
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April 16, 2004 The Hon'ble Apex Court directs the petitioners to explore the possibility of pur-

chase of private lands from farmers identified by the PAFs.
May 2004 Bhoomi Haq Satyagraha at Somaval during which PAFs from three states and 

specifically Maharashtra took over and exercised their rights on 1500 hectares of 
forest land in Allkakuwa tehsil in Nandurbar district, which was already given by 
Govt. of Maharashtra but later objected to by the State Forest Dept.

October 29, 2004 A two-member committee of senior NVDA officials including  Shri R.P. Saxena 
Arikshan Yantri , NVDA Sanavad and Shri A.R. Tripathi, Deputy Director (Fi-
nance), NVDA, Bhopal which was constituted to investigate  into CAG’s findings 
on corruption recommended that  detailed inquiry is absolutely necessary to un-
earth the enormous scale of corruption. 

June 2005 Two major R&R Sites at Vadchil and Javdavadi provided after the Somaval Satya-
graha leading to rehabilitation of 9 villages in Maharashtra.

March 15, 2005 Supreme Court delivers judgement in Narmada Bachao Andolan case directing 
allotment of cultivable, irrigable and suitable agricultural land to all the eligible 
PAFs affected by SSP, including adult sons and unmarried daughters of the PAFs. 

June 16, 2005 GoMP amends the Special Rehabilitation Grant (introduced in 2001) package and 
converts it into Special Rehabilitation Package (SRP) i.e. providing cash in lieu 
of land. 

March 31, 2006 63rd Meeting of the R&R Sub-group held, wherein it was directed that the State of 
M.P. and NVDA must ‘evolve a mechanism to ensure that SRP is translated to pur-
chase of agricultural land only. Progress report to this effect should be submitted 
on monthly basis to NCA Secretariat/GRA”. It is notable that in the same month, 
60 fake registries were unearthed in District Khargone alone and above 400 few 
hundred registries by end of 2006 in the districts of Khargone and Dewas.

April 2006 Major mass action of NBA in Delhi - 27 Days Fast against illegal raise of SSP 
height from 110 mts to 122 mts by Medha Patkar, Bhagwati Behan and others.

April 2006 Group of three Ministers including Former Union Minister of Water Resources, 
Shri Saifuddin Soz, Former Union Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment 
Ms. Meira Kumar and Union Minister of State for Earth Sciences, Shri Prithviraj 
Chavan (April 2006) sent by Prime Minister visited the valley to assess the status 
of rehabilitation as well as the widespread prevalence of corruption. 

April 17, 2006 The Hindu publishes GoM Report on visit to Narmada valley - The team categori-
cally concluded that the SRP must be stopped as it has bred corruption in the R&R 
process. The team also observed that the R&R sites were yet not ready and were 
lacking civic amenities.

April 24, 2006 Counter Affidavit filed on behalf of GoMP / NVDA in the Supreme Court in which 
it claimed that there not a presence of a single fake registry.

July 3, 2006 Report of the Sardar Sarovar Project Relief and Rehabilitation Oversight Group 
(known as Shunglu Committee Report), which was appointed by the Prime Min-
ister, subsequent to the visit of the Three Union Ministers to the Narmada valley 
is released. Though the Report did acknowledge the fact that thousands of PAFs 
are still in the original villages and have not moved to the R&R sites, not wanting 
to make the difficult choice between accepting uncultivable land from the land 
bank or opting for SRP, the Committee neither probed into the details of massive 
corruption or made any findings with regard to the same in the R&R process. The 
Report also pointed to the poor quality of more than 50% of the R% sites.
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April 23, 2007 Interim order by the Supreme Court directing the GoMP to file an affidavit on how 
NWDTA directives are being implemented through SRP.

July 2007 Narmada Andolan undertakes peaceful ‘Zameen Haq Satyagraha’ at Bajatta 
(Taloon, Badwani), leading to brutal use of police force on the agitationists.

September, 2007 Madhya Pradesh High Court concluded that the police action on peaceful adivasi 
and farmer PAFs is a gross violation of their constitutional and human rights and 
delivers judgement, directing GoMP to pay Rs. 10,000/- compensation to each of 
the 92 Satyagrahis. 

September 12, 
2007

The R&R Sub-group directs GoMP to “evolve a policy to ensure land for duped 
PAFs and submit details of action against corrupt officials”.

October 15, 2007 Narmada Bachao Andolan files a comprehensive public interest petition invoking 
the High Court’s writ jurisdiction under Article 226 of the Constitution to arraign 
massive corruption in rehabilitation, affecting the right to life of the Sardar Sar-
ovar Project affected families.

November 16, 
2007

758 registries (27% of the total) are found fake and admitted by the NVDA.  

February 2008 People’s Committee to inquire into corruption in R&R-  Padma Bhushan Shri 
Anna Hazare, renowned social activist; Shri S. M. Mushrif, former IG Police; Ma-
harashtra, Shri Arvind Kejriwal, noted RTI activist and Magsaysay award winner; 
and Krishi Bhushan Shri Anand Kothadia, noted social activist (2007) releases its 
Report concluding gross corruption in the R&R of SSP-PAFs. 

August 20, 2008 Shabana Azmi releases the Performance Appraisal Report of the Sardar Sarovar 
Project published by Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.

August 21, 2008 Madhya Pradesh High Court gives an Interim Order in the case on rampant cor-
ruption in the R&R process of the SSP PAFs appointing Justice S.S. Jha Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry to investigate into the hundreds of fake registries and cor-
ruption in the work of civic amenities at the E&R sites. 

September 2008 Dr. Devender Pandey Committee to review environmental safeguard measures of 
SSP and ISP appointed by MoEF in 2008 and later empowered to investigate com-
pliance of OSP canals and command area.

October 8, 2008 GoMP notifies the Justice Jha Commission through a Gazette Notification 
January 10 -12, 
2009 

MoEF Experts Committee assessing environmental aspects of Sardar Sarovar 
(SSP) and Indira Sagar (ISP) visits the valley in Gujarat and M.P - NBA delega-
tions meet and expose serious non-compliance 

February 13, 
2009 

First Interim Report of MoEF Experts Committee records poor compliance on 
environmental measures of SSP and directs no further raise in dam height. 

February 27, 
2009 

Brutal lathi charge on adivasis and some activists in the Lower Goi Project area in 
the Narmada Valley: Adivasis protest repression instead of rehabilitation.

March 16, 2009 Government of Madhya Pradesh files a Special Leave Petition and appeals to the 
Hon’ble Supreme Court against \ Orders of the High Court of M.P. dated 21-08-08 
and 19-02-09 constituting Justice Jha Commission to inquire into the fake reg-
istries and corruption at R&R sites  challenging the subsequent order the state 
government to provide adequate infrastructure facilities, staff and funds to the 
Commission.
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March 27, 2009 Supreme Court upholds the historic judgement of the Jabalpur High Court on right 
to peaceful protest & right to life and directs GoMP to pay each of the 92 Narmada 
satyagrahis Rs. 5,000 compensation for violation of fundamental and human rights 
by Govt. of Madhya Pradesh as interim relief.

April 24, 2009 M.P. High Court directs that there will be no distribution of compensation in the 
form of cash and cheque towards various grants. 

May 4 – 5, 2009 First visit of Justice S.S. Jha Commission to Narmada valley. PAFs expose the 
wide spread fake registries and rampant corruption resulting in the poor quality of 
civic amenities at the various rehabilitation sites.  

May 12, 2009 Jabalpur High Court pulls up Narmada Control Authority for inaction in checking 
corruption in rehabilitation of SSP PAFs:  Directs Govt. to provide full data on all 
excluded PAFs. 

May 11, 2009 Apex Court directs interim stay of High Court Order dated 24-4-2009 and or-
ders that all disbursement of compensation given by way of cheques or cash after 
24.4.2009 will be “subject to the scrutiny by Justice Jha Commission”.

June 4 and 5, 
2009

Justice Jha Commission makes its first visit to Narmada valley - Large delegation 
of hundreds of farmers meet him and expose big time corruption through fake 
registries and the poor quality rehabilitation sites. 

July 10, 2009 Narmada Valley Development Authority furnishes the list of 4374 persons de-
clared ineligible in M.P. which also included the names of many eligible PAFs, 
excluded from rehabilitation entitlements.

July 23 and 24, 
2009

Narmada Ghati Visthapit march to Delhi and join thousands from across the coun-
try protesting against the anti-people Land Acquisition (Amendment) and Reset-
tlement and Rehabilitation Bills, leading  to the Bills being deferred in that session 
of Parliament. 

August 1, 2009 Tehelka breaks an investigative story on the scandal of corruption in Narmada 
oustees rehabilitation in M.P. 

August 26, 2009 Hundreds of SSP and Jobat project-affected adivasis march to Alirajpur Collector-
ate and dialogue with Collector on land, livelihood, rationing and fishery rights.

September 10 – 
17, 2009

Spate in Narmada causes submergence without rehabilitation in many adivasis 
villages of Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh.
Mass action against series of small dams on the tributaries of Narmada in Maha-
rashtra planned to water the towns by displacing adivasis and affecting the envi-
ronment.

November 6 and 
7 ,2009

Mass Public Hearing on the R&R of SSP PAFs in the Dediapada, Jhaab and Par-
vetha vasahats in Gujarat by eminent citizens of Gujarat.

November 12 
2009 

Jabalpur High Court expands the Terms of Reference of Justice Jha Commission 
to investigate into all aspects of the hundreds of crores of corruption in the reha-
bilitation of Sardar Sarovar Project affected families such as livelihood grants, 
declaration of ineligible and exclusion of eligible PAFs, irregularities in house plot 
allotments, flawed back water levels etc.

November 17 - 
18, 2009

Upon his second visit to the Badwani district, PAFs again expose continuing cor-
ruption in various areas of rehabilitation and demand strong action against the 
corrupt officials and agents.
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November 19 – 
20 2009

Justice S.S. Jha Commission visits Narmada valley again – PAFs confront him 
with increased evidence of corruption in various areas.

December 1st 
2009

NBA farmers and activists awarded NDTV-PCRF National RTI Award for un-
earthing crores of corruption scandal through effective use of RTI.

February 13, 
2010 

Second Interim Report of MoEF- appointed Dr. Devender Pandey Committee re-
leased concluding gross non-compliance on virtually every environmental safe-
guard measure of SSP i.e. command area development, compensatory afforesta-
tion, catchment area treatment, impacts on flora, fauna and health. The Committee 
has categorically concluded that there must be no further reservoir filling and con-
struction on the canals until pari passu compliance of ensured. 

February 20, 
2010 

Monument of Mismanagement –a Detailed Report by Gujarat’s eminent citizens 
and organizations on the promises and performance of SSP in Gujarat.

April 1, 2010 Special Meeting of Environment Sub Group of Narmada Control Authority held 
with an agenda to raise the height from 122 mts to138.68 mts. The ESG gave a 
conditional clearance to raise the height, subject to a written opinion by the Central 
Water Commission that there shall be not additional submergence due to the raise.

April 28, 2010 One more committee High Level Advisory Committee for ascertaining pari passu 
compliance on environmental measures for Sardar Sarovar Project under the chair-
manship of Y.K. Alagh appointed by MoEF.

April 11 – 26, 
2010

NBA organises Jeevan Adhikar Yatra demanding full rehabilitation for those af-
fected by SSP, Jobat Dam, ISP, OSP canals affected and full accountability of the 
project monitoring authorities.

May 5, 2010 Supreme Court recognises right to land based rehabilitation of the Indira Sagar 
and Omkareshwar canal affaected oustees.

May 19, 2010 Planning Commission accords revised investment clearance of Rs. 39,240 crores 
to the SSP, despite overwhelming evidence of non-performance and non-compli-
ance.

June 2-3, 2010 A three member panel headed by Justice (Retd.) A P Shah, Devendra Sharma 
and Prof. Jaya Sagade visits the Narmada valley and hears hundred of project 
affected families at the Independent People's Tribunal at Badwani, MP.

June 24, 2010 Justice Shah release IPT Report in Bhopal and calls for complete review of Nar-
mada Project by Prime Minster, full rehabilitation and Environmental compli-
ance.

For details write to nba.badwani@gmail.com
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October 6, New Delhi : Delhi Network 
of Positive People (DNP+) hold a 

demonstration by staging a mass ‘Die In’ in 
front of Udyog Bhawan to protest against 
the inclusion of intellectual property (IP) 
provisions in the EU-India FTA. The EU-
India FTA if concluded without removing the 
IP provisions will make it worse as it intends 
to prolong patent terms by a number of years, 
makes registration of off patent generic 
medicines difficult, seeks to undermine 
the Indian judiciary’s role of protecting 
patients, and finally tries to legalise EU’s 
border measures that led to the confiscation 
of life-saving generic medicines in transit to 
developing countries.

October 2, Bhubaneshwar : NAPM 
Orissa holds its State Convention, which 
was attended by representatives of nearly 
20 movements and saw the reconstitution of 
State chapter.

October 1, Orissa: An all–India women’s 
fact finding team of four members went to 
Gajapthi district in Orissa on September 30 
– October 1 to investigate into the alleged 
rape, on February 12, 2010, of a 20 year old 
adivasi woman by security and police forces. 
Village Jadingi along with other villages 
of Gajapati district have been subject to 
combing operations as the area is supposed to 
be having hectic Maoist activity. 

September 30, Allahabad : The 
Allahabad High Court gives its 
Judgement in the Babri Masjid 
Demolition Case 
and among many 
other points 
orders trifurcation 
of the 2.77 acre 
disputed land in 
Ayodhya with two 

parts going to Hindus and the third to the    
Sunni Waqf Board.. 

September 30, New Delhi: The Anti CWG 
Front in association with various other groups 
including NAPM organizes a public meeting 
at Jantar Mantar against the corruption, 
labour rights violations and evictions in 
Commonwealth Games.

September 29, New Delhi : NAPM Delhi 
organises its State Convention at Gandhi 
Peace Foundation and elects the new 
coordinating team. 

September 29, Kollam: Fish workers 
across the country gear up to launch strong 
agitations demanding the withdrawal of the 
Coastal Regulation Zone Notification 2010 
issued recently by the Union Ministry of 
Environment and Forests (MoEF). Oct 29 
has been earmarked as the ‘protest day’ and 
mass conventions are being planned for Nov 
21. Their plea 
is to increase 
k e r o s e n e 
quota for 
fish workers. 
Under the 
present quota, 
fishermen end 
up paying 
more for fuel 
than what they earn from fishing. In order 
to protect the traditional fishing sector more 

From The People’s Movements
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kerosene at fair price should be allocated.

September 25-26, Ranchi : Independent 
People’s Tribunal On Green Hunt organised 
in Ranchi where Arundhati Roy, Prashant 
Bhushan, K S Subramanian, CS Jha, Gladson 
Dundung, Ram Dayal Munda, Stan Swamy 
and others participated.

September 22-28 : National Action week 
was planned by the Right to Food Campaign. 
Protests were planned all over the country. 
‘Godamo ko Kholo’ was the prime theme of 
the week.

September 28, Chennai: The Madras 
High Court orders closure of Vedanta 
group company Sterlite Industries’ copper 
smelting plant at Tuticorin after noting 
that the company has failed to comply with 
environmental issues. 

September 26, Australia: Global warming 
activists shut down operations at all three coal 
terminals in the Port of Newcastle, Australia, 
the world’s largest exporter of coal. 

September 26, Bhubaneshwar: Farmers 
under the banner of Nab Nirman Krushak 
Sangathan hold a meeting near Paradip to 
unitedly oppose the state government’s move 
to allow Posco to draw water from Haunsua 
river instead of Jobra barrage near Cuttack. 
They also demand a fresh public hearing 
since it was not part of the initial proposal, 
which got clerance. With Orissa government 
mulling supply of water to POSCO proposed 
mega steel plant near Paradip from an 
alternative place, local people and some 
outfits demand a fresh public hearing. 

September 25, Badwani: Supreme Court 
issues notices to Government in the case 
of Omkareshwar and Indira Sagar Project 

(Canals). A Special Three Judge Bench of 
Justice Deepak Verma, Justice J.M. Panchal 
and Justice B.S Chauhan issued notices to the 
Government of Madhya Pradesh (GoMP) and 
the Narmada Valley Development Authority 
(NVDA) to respond to the three applications 
filed by Narmada Bachao Andolan, alleging 
serious violation and contempt of two interim 
orders dated 25-02-2010 and 05-05-2010 
pertaining to environmental and rehabilitation 
aspects of the Indira Sagar and Omkareshwar 
canals. 

September 24, Kathmandu: UCPN 
(Maoist) standing committee member and 
head of the party´s hydropower and energy 
department Lila Mani Pokharel proclaims 
that the Maoist party would protest against 
any ´export-oriented´ hydropower project to 
be launched with foreign investment. Talking 
to Republica, Pokharel said they have decided 
to protest against hydropower projects that 
deem to be against the national interest. The 
Maoists, in a three-page statement demanded 
review of terms and conditions of water 
resources projects that have not gone through 
parliamentary endorsement as per the interim 
constitution.. 

September 23, Bhubaneshwar: Water 
Initiatives Orissa (WIO) demanded a fresh 
Environment Impact Assessment(EIA) and 
environment clearance for the POSCO project 
in view of the Orissa government’s decision 
to explore the possibility of supplying water 
to the proposed steel plant near Paradip from 
the nearby Hansua river instead of Jobra from 
Mahanadi river. 

September 23, New Delhi: Ms Binalakshmi 
Nepram, Founder of Manipur Women Gun 
Survivors Network and Secretary General of 
Control Arms Foundation of India has been 
conferred the Sean MacBride Peace Prize 
for the year 2010. The Prize was given to 
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Ms Nepram at a ceremony held at the Nobel 
Peace Centre in Norwegian capital, Oslo. 
The prize is awarded annually by the Geneva 
based organization, the International Peace 
Bureau. It is named after Sean MacBride, a 
distinguished Irish statesman who shared 
the 1974 Nobel Peace Prize, and is given 
to individuals or organisations for their 
outstanding work for peace, disarmament and 
human rights. 

September 23, Jabalpur: A Special Bench 
of Justice Shri K K Lahoti and Justice Shri Ajit 
Singh issued directions to the Chief Secretary 
of the Government of Madhya Pradesh 
(GoMP) to personally ensure full assistance to 
the Court on all issues pertaining to the Justice 
Jha Commission of Inquiry which has been 
investigating into the massive corruption of a 
few hundred crore rupees in the rehabilitation 
of the Sardar Sarovar Project affected 
oustees. Alternatively, the Chief Secretary 
was directed to appoint a competent officer 
not below 
the rank of a 
Secretary who 
should be duly 
instructed to 
assist the Court 
in sorting 
out all the 
problems with 
regard to the 
Commission’s functioning and also be in 
a position to make a statement on behalf of 
GoMP and also be  present before this Court.

September 23, New Delhi: National 
Consultation on the Proposed Land 
Acquisition (Amendment) Bill and 
Resettlement & Rehabilitation Bill (draft) 
was held at Indian Social Institute by NAPM, 
NFFPFW and many other organisations.

September 20, Orissa: Prafulla Samantara, 
the well known activist intellectual from 
Orissa, and NAPM National Convener visits 
Katikela, a village in Jharsuguda,  Orissa, 
where struggle against Vedanta is in full 
force. After the local people, who had invited 
him to address a meeting,  informed him that 
the company goons are out to attack him. It 
was decided to  cancel the public meeting as 
well as the Press conference, scheduled for 
the same day, in which he was to speak on 
the pollution by power and aluminium plants 
of Vedanta in the region.  On the next day, 
Prafulla was scheduled to address a meeting 
in Niyamgiri among adivasis, organised by 
the Niyamgiri Surakhya Samiti in a village 
near Lanjigarh, where the local people were 
affected by the alumina plant of Vedanta. 
However, the company goons and the state 
police threatened the villagers against 
attending the meeting, forcing many to go 
back. The meeting took place nonetheless. 
Earlier, on July 25, 2009, Prafulla along with 
other activists were hijacked by the goondas 
of Vedanta on their route to address a rally of 
adivasis to save Niyamgiri. Fortunately, they 
were rescued by the adivasis.

September 19, Hyderabad : NAPM 
Andhra pradesh, organises One day Workshop 
to help understand the current scenario in the 
Power Sector, the Policy, the Concerns and 
the Alternatives to existing Model.
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September 17, New Delhi: In the Tehri 
Dam case of N. D. Jayal & others vs. Union 
of India & Others and also in other case 
Supreme Court Bench consisting Hon’ble  
Justice R.V. Raveendran and Hon’ble 
Justice H.L. Gokhale ordered the State 
Government of Uttarakhand and the Tehri 

Hydro Development Corporation (THDC) 
to stop shifting the blame on one another and 
proceed with the rehabilitation work of the 
affected area. They are to file a ‘status and 
action taken’ report within six weeks. THDC 
claimed to have completed the rehabilitation 
work and asked for permission to raise the 
water level to save the ‘important’ towns of 
Haridwar and Rishikesh from damage due to 
flooding. 

September 13, Chennai : NAPM 
Tamilnadu State Convention organised on the 
theme ‘People’s Right to Life’. 

September 9, Pune: The Rs 400-crore 
controversial R & D centre proposed by 
Dow Chemicals, one of the largest chemical 
makers in the US and current owner of Union 
Carbide writes to the Maharashtra Industrial 
Development Corporation (MIDC) seeking 
permission to surrender the 100 acres land 
at the proposed site at Vasuli-Shinde village 
in Chakan.  The company had signed a MoU 
with the state in 2007 to develop the global 
centre that was to house 500 scientists doing 
research in personal care, building material, 

plastic chemicals and water, in addition to 
basic research in chemistry and chemical 
engineering.  The project ran into trouble in 
2008 after locals and warkaris, a religious 
sect with widespread following in the state, 
opposed the R & D centre over concerns 
of damage to the nearby rivers, Sudha and 
Indrayani, and grasslands. 

September 8, Gujarat: Himanshu Kumar 
of the VCA after completing successfully 
his cycle yatra through Punjab, Haryana 
and Rajasthan faces trouble after addressing 
meetings in several Tribal villages of Gol 
Doongri, Bhil Puri, Karan Bedi, Bedi 
Bhawada in Valsad District. The Tribals 
revealed that none of them had received 
land titles under the Forest Rights Act and 
that they would be displaced soon as a dam 
in their area to link the Narmada canal was 
being constructed. Sensing trouble the district 
authorities decided to stop the Yatra and asked 
them to leave Gujarat. 

September 3, Hyderabad: NAPM Andhra 
Pradesh organises one day Convention on 
‘Corporate Crimes in Contemporary India’ 
in Hyderabad which was well attended and 
applauded. 

September 2, Islamabad: A large number 
of left wing political parties and civil 
society organization activists gathere at 
national press club Islamabad and organized 
protest Rally for the cancellation of foreign 
debts. The rally started from press club and 
ended at the front of Parliament house. The 
demonstrators; carried play cards and banners 
having slogans against World Bank, I.M.F 
and Asian Development Bank. 

September 2: Prayers and candle light 
vigils for communal harmony and peace  
in Jammu & Kashmir are organised in the 
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country, in light of Ayodhya judgement which 
is due on Oct 30.

September 1, Chennai: RTI Activists 
Gopalakrishnan, Siva Elango (Makkal 
Sakthi Katchi) and Madhav Vishnubhatta 
(Association for India’s Development) are 
picked up by Chennai police. They were 
demonstrating at the Raj Bhavan against 
the unlawful swearing-in of the former 
Chief Secretary K.S. Sripathy as Chief 
Information Commissioner without an open 
and transparent process. 

August 31, New Delhi: Home Minister Mr. 
P. Chidambaram admits in the Rajya Sabha 
that Rs. 678.91 crore from Delhi’s Special 
Component Plan (Scheduled Caste Sub Plan 
- SCP) have indeed been diverted to meet 
Commonwealth Games related expenses as 
well as the commitment of the Government of 
India to return the diverted funds to the SCP.

August 30, Orissa: Following the 
government order on scrapping of the 
Niyamgiri mining project and indictment of 
Vedanta for carrying out expansion work of 
its refinery at Lanjigarh without permission, 
more than 5000 workers are suddenly 
retrenched by L&T, the contractor for 
carrying out Vedanta’s construction work. The 
protesting workers demanding their backlog 
payments and compensation were attacked by 
the police accompanied by vedanta goons and 
beaten up mercilessly. 

August 29, Bangalore : NAPM Karnataka 
holds its State Convention on the theme of 
land and displacement.

August 28, Mumbai : National Camapign 
against SEZ holds its planning meeting at 
TISS Mumbai.

August 21 – 22, Mumbai : NAPM 
Maharashtra holds its State Convention at 
YUVA Centre, Kharghar. 

August 27, Chhatisgarh: Nearly three 
months after MoEF revoked the initial 
clearance or Terms of reference (TORs) 
given to Jindal Power citing the violation of 
certain green norms,  the Ministry restores 
the clearance granted to Jindal Power for a 
Rs 13,000-crore project in Chhattisgarh. 

August 27, Karachi: Karachi - Sindh 
government issue orders for release and 
repatriation of 442 Indian fishermen, 
including two minors, to their country. They 
have been under detention in four Jails of 
the province at District Jail Malir, Karachi 
Nara Jail Hyderabad, District Jail Badin 
and District Jail Naushehro Feroz. Peace 
activists of both sides express hope that India 
would reciprocate this gesture of goodwill by 
releasing over 150 Pakistani fishermen. They 

also reiterated their twofold demand to stop 
the arrest of the fishermen by both Indian 
and Pakistani maritime security agencies and 
Navies near Sir Creek henceforth and that 
a mechanism be evolved to ensure release 
of fishermen in case of violation of un-
demarcated borders in the Arabian sea after 
issuing suitable warnings .

August 25, Chennai : Massive struggle of 
slum dwellers against Elevated Expressway 
from Chennai Port to Maduravayal and 
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Coastal Elevated Highway took place on 25th 
August 10 a.m. in front of Memorial Hall, 
near G.H.

August 19, New Delhi : The National 
Alliance of People’s Movements, along with 
many other movements who came together 
under the banner of Sangharsh oppose the 
renewed attempts by the UPA government 
to re-introduce the lapsed Land Acquisition 
(Amendment) Bill, 2009 and Resettlement 
and Rehabilitation Bill, 2009 in the wake 
of the protests by farmers against unjust 
acquisition of land in Aligarh, Agra, and other 
districts in Uttar Pradesh.

August 16 – 18, Mumbai : Bank 
Information Centre (South Asia), Focus on 
the Global South and Youth for Unity and 
Voluntary Action (YUVA organise a three 
day Seminar – Workshop at YUVA centre on 
Understanding the World Bank in India.

August 9 : National Day of Action is 
observed by movements associated with 
NAPM and others, who  warn corporations 
and issue ultimatum to quit their land, 
rivers and forests. They demand immediate 
repeal of Land Acquisition Act and Special 
Economic Zone Act. In Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Gujarata, Tamil Nadu, Andhra 
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh 
and Delhi movements organise rasta roko 
(road blockades), dharna, public meetings, 
human chains, effigy burning, long marches  
and declare “we want development not 
destruction”.

August 9, Lalgarh : A massive gathering 
in Lalgarh  denounces violence and the 
exploitation in the adivasi regions of Jangal 
Mahal organised by Santrash Virodhi Manch 
and attended by Medha Patkar, Swami 
Agnivesh, Mahashweta Devi, Mamata 
Banerjee and other prominent social and 

cultural activists from the region. 

August 7-9, Almora : Second meeting of 
the representatives of the social movements, 
organisations and activists takes place and 
plans the details of Jan Sansad Process, after 
the first meeting at Allahabad in March. 

Aug 7, Thrissur : NAPM Kerala State 
Convention takes place at Thrissur. 

August 6-8: Fourth national convention 
on the Right to Food and Work at Meera 
Bhawan, Rourkela, Orissa to be organized by 
the the RTF Campaign.

Forthcoming Events

November 5 -6 : Next meeting of Women 
Against Sexual Violence and State Repression 
to be held in Imphasl, Manipur jointly hosted 
by various women’s rights organisations of 
the North-East, who have been protesting 
against the unabated and unresolved violence 
dominant in the seven North-eastern Indian 
states for nearly 40 years.  Details @ 
saheliwomen@gmail.com 

November 20 – 21: “Assembly of People’s 
Movements” in Hyderabad / Vijayawada. 
Details @ napmhyderabad@gmail.com

November 27-29 : Jan Sansad to be 
organised at Chandrapur, Maharashtra. 
Details @ azadi.bachao.andolan@gmail.com

November 30 – December 1 : National 
Convention on the ‘Energy Scenario Today’ to 
be held in Nagpur as a follow to the NAPM’s 
consultation on Energy issues in Bhopal on 
August 1-2.  Details @ napmindia@napm-
india.org.

Compilation: Sumit Mandhawani. 
Editing: Shalini Sharma and Madhuresh Kumar 
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