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“Japan and European Union are
committed to developing a no
nuclear and low carbon energy
solution. The countries are
evolving their positions from past
learning. However, the largest
democracy in the world seems to
have adopted high handed ways of
dealing with this question. The
unelected PM of over 120 crores
people takes unilateral decision in
this matter and uses subterfuge to
thrust his decision upon people.
What he is doing is neither
development nor scientificdemocratic way of doing things”
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Kudankulam Nuclear
Power Plant: An

Obsession For
Manmohan Singh
India has done a commendable job by
voting in favour on a United Nations Human
Rights Council resolution censuring Sri
Lanka for human rights violations of its
Tamilian population. The Tamil Nadu
government played an important role in
convincing the reluctant Indian government
to take a position on this issue. Although it
opens the possibility of Sri Lanka raising the
issue of human rights violations in Kashmir,
etc., India should have and has taken an
ethically correct position.
However, the state and the central
governments do not seem to share the
same concern for their own Tamil
population protesting against a nuclear
power plant being thrust upon them at
Koodankulam, not far from Kanyakumari.
People genuinely feel unsafe after the
Fukushima accident about a year back and
are concerned about their lives and
livelihoods. While the first phase of this
plant with a capacity of 2000 MW, till date
the largest nuclear power plant in India,
was being set up locals were enthusiastic
about it. They foresaw the possibility of
employment generation and attendant
benefits of industrial development. They
never
took
Nagercoil
based
S.P.
Udayakumar or any of the anti-nuclear
activists coming from outside seriously who
told them about the hazards of
radioactivity.
In June 2011 the government
decided to conduct a mock safety drill in
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the event of a possible accident. This drill
rang the alarm bells. People saw the real
possibility of an accident and overnight the
public opinion turned against the nuclear
power plant. Whereas in the earlier
protests the activists could muster only
hundreds of people, the first protest after
the mock drill attracted close to twenty

In June 2011 the
government decided to
conduct a mock safety
drill in the event of a
possible accident. This
drill rang the alarm bells.
People saw the real
possibility of an accident
and overnight the public
opinion turned against the
nuclear power plant.
Whereas in the earlier
protests the activists could
muster only hundreds of
people, the first protest
after the mock drill
attracted close to twenty
thousand villagers
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thousand villagers. Udayakumar became a
including the Koodankulam plant, into this
saviour for them.
country like no other PM and most of it is
Since then people have been waging a
hurting the interests of local communities.
valiant battle against the state. Manmohan
Hence, whether it is a question of inviting
Singh seems to have put his prestige once
foreign money or using violence, it is quite
again at stake like he
clear
that
the
Heavy contingent of police government is the
did for the Indo-US
Nuclear Deal. He has
real culprit and it is
has been posted in the
gone
all
out
in
also working against
indulging in character
the
interest
of
area to cordon of the
assassination of the
people
of
this
activists. One would
country. Thus the
protesting villagers from
have hoped that the
government seems
the
outside
world.
The
governments
would
to be engaged in
have learnt lessons
anti-national
movement
has
so
far
from
Singur
and
activities
rather
Nandigram incidents.
than
the
activists.
remained totally peaceful The activists are
But clearly Jayalalitha
and Manmohan Singh
protecting
the
even though large
are getting desperate.
people
and
numbers of people have
One of them is accusing
empowering them to
Udayakumar of working
their
been involved. In fact, the exercise
with American money
democratic rights.
and the other is
They
are
people deserve to be
accusing him of being a
encouraging people
naxal. These are now
to ask questions, a
commended for this.
outdated tactics of
must
for
any
Instead,
the
state
is
trying
suppressing
people’s
functioning
voice.
democracy.
They
to provoke them. Once
should be credited
Heavy contingent of
for deepening of
again this proves that
police has been posted
democracy in this
in the area to cordon
country.
people never indulge in
of
the
protesting
violence. It is always the
villagers
from
the
In the west, people
outside world. The
have often come out
state which creates
movement has so far
in large numbers on
remained
totally
streets to protest
situation where violence
peaceful even though
against
nuclear
large
numbers
of
activities.
It
is one
erupts.
people
have
been
of the important
involved. In fact, the
reasons why most
people deserve to be commended for this.
developed countries are shedding their
Instead, the state is trying to provoke
nuclear status. The disposal of radioactive
them. Once again this proves that people
waste is a serious problem to which the
never indulge in violence. It is always the
scientists haven’t found a safe solution.
state which creates situation where
Japan and European Union are committed
violence erupts. Manmohan Singh has
to developing a no nuclear and low carbon
invited foreign money and entities,
energy solution. The countries are evolving
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their positions from past learning.
However, the largest democracy in the
world seems to have adopted high handed
ways of dealing with this question. The
unelected PM of over 120 crores people
takes unilateral decision in this matter and
uses subterfuge to thrust his decision upon
people. What he is doing is neither
development nor scientific-democratic way
of doing things.
If fulfilling the energy needs is a priority
then one doesn’t have to go anywhere else
to look for alternative. The Koodankulam
coastline is dotted with numerous
windmills, including several of them inside
the nuclear power plant. Incidentally, the
new safety plans at Koodankulam intend to
use backup power from wind energy in case
of a Fukushima type accident. The
electricity produced from wind energy in
Tamil Nadu exceeds what the Koodankulam
nuclear plant is likely to produce. Instead
of pushing a controversial project the
decision makers would do well to think of

expanding the wind power base in this
area.
However, if the Koodankulam nuclear
power plant is part of the grand design of
military-industrial complex, slated to
enhance India’s status as a powerful
nation, then we’re on a self-defeating
path. No country which has focussed on
enhancing its military power has remained
peaceful and neither has it allowed others
to live with peace. Manmohan Singh is
seriously changing the role of Indian nation
from that of a harbinger of peace to that of
an aggressive ally of the most notorious
military power in the world. India having
become the largest importer of arms in the
world and American and Israeli soldiers
training Indian soldiers doesn’t bode well
for us.

Dr Sandeep Pandey
(The author is a senior social activist and a
Ramon Magsaysay Awardee for emergent
leadership 2002. Email:
ashaashram@yahoo.com)

if the Koodankulam nuclear power
plant is part of the grand design of
military-industrial complex, slated to
enhance India’s status as a powerful
nation, then we’re on a self-defeating
path. No country which has focussed
on enhancing its military power has
remained peaceful and neither has it
allowed others to live with peace
6|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

www.napm-india.org

Feb–Mar 2012

JAN SANSAD: End Company Raj,
and, Corporate Plunder of Jal
Jangal and Jameen
The National Jan
Sansad concluded its
three days with a
strong demand for a
people’s
oriented
progressive ‘Budget’
that will serve as an
instrument of Social
Change and promote
sustainable, just and
equitable
growth.
The
Jan
Sansad
condemned strongly
the budget, of about
15
lakh
crores,
proposed by the
Indian
Parliament
which
will
only
further the interest of corporations and the
wealthy urban class. The Jan Sansad
organised by the National Alliance of
People’s Movements in Rajendra Bhawan in
New Delhi had brought together over 350
representatives from 20 different states of
India to debate key issues of people's
concerns that rarely find mention in the
Indian Parliament.
Several crucial issues such as decentralized
planning and increased role for Gram
Sabhas in policy planning that would
contribute to a comprehensive budget were
raised by the Sansad. Atleast 40% of the
budget should be allocated to the Gram
Sabhas for spending at the local level.
Making the connection between corruption
and weak economy, Prafulla Samantra of
NAPM, Orissa, remarked that the dialogue
on corruption is incomplete unless the
plunder of natural resources such as land,
7|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

water, air and minerals is taken into
account. Communities demanded that
natural resources not be allocated for
profit-making businesses without consent of
Gram Sabhas. The budget should ensure
equitable access to both economic and
natural resources.
The previous budgets reveal that while
subsidies provided to the corporations
amount to over 5 lakh crores, those
allocated to the poorer agricultural classes
are around one lakh crore. The Saansads
argued that restructuring of the Indian tax
structure, for instance by imposing estate,
wealth tax, gift tax, inheritance tax, will
generate adequate revenue which can
increase
spending
on
rural
social
infrastructure. “It is not sufficient that the
budget is brought to public forums in the
month of January every year. And even this
is only an eyewash if none of the issues
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raised by organisations, trade unions are
reflected in the final budget”, claimed Prof
Arun Kumar, Economist, JNU.
For equitable growth, the budget needs to
have adequate and specific allocations for
women, dalits, muslims and other minority
communities.
Speaking
against
the
privatization of the health and education
sectors, the Sansad also advocated for a 6%
budgetary allocation.
Dr Meera Shiva spoke on the dangers of
privatization of the health sector where
multinational companies are into all sectors
of health including services, insurance,
diagnosis, and education. Their control
over the patents, further facilitated by free
trade agreements and WTO is denying
access to millions of people across the
world. The Union Budget has to stop
promoting these agreements and must
immediately withdraw from undemocratic
processes like WTO and other bilateral
trade agreements. The days’s panelists
included Medha Patkar, K.B.Saxena, Dr
Satyajit Singh, Amitabh Behar, Prof Arun
Kumar, Meera Shiva, Kamal Nayan Kabra,
Madhu Baduri, Sumit Chakravarthy, and
Praful Bidwai.
While the Jan Sansad sessions continued,
on the occasion of World Water Day,
movement
groups
fighting
water
privatisation, dams, thermal and nuclear
power plants staged demonstrations in
front of Tamilnadu Bhawan and Kerala
Bhawan, Jantar Mantar. In solidarity with
people fighting against the Koodankulam
Nuclear Power Plant, Tamilnadu movement
groups joined the Jawaharlal Nehru
University student’s Union demonstration in
front of the Tamilnadu Bhavan condemning
the States repression of the non-violent
struggle
by
fisherfolk
and
local
communities in Idinthakarai.
Later in the day, thousands of nature
based communities struggling against water
acquisition and privatisation, demanded
8|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

‘Save Water, Save Life, Save People’ at
Jantar Mantar. The groups included
Plachimada anti-coke struggle, Nadi Ghati
Morcha, Arunachal anti-mega dam struggle
groups, Matu Jan Sanghatan, Kisan
Sangharsh Samiti, Narmada Bachao Andolan
and others and was led by Medha Patkar,
Sandeep Pandey, Vilayodi Venugopal and
others.
Thousands of adivasis and marginal farmers
from Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh who
came for Jan sansad have been
demonstrating against Adani thermal power
plant at jantar mantar. They were joined
by nearly 500 people from Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh. Kisan Sangharsh Samiti leading the
struggle against destructive thermal power
plants in the area has been demanding that
the illegal clearance granted to Adani
Thermal and Pench water diversion project
be revoked. Jan sansad passed a resolution
in their support and demanded that
Ministry of Environment and Forest must
take action against Adani & the police
atrocities in the region.
Jan Sansad passed resolutions on the issues
of communities’ control of natural
resources, corporate corruption and many
other issues. On March 23rd, on occasion of
martyrs’ day, thousands of people joining
the concluding session of Jantar Mantar
marched from Shaheed Park, near ITO to
the Sansad Marg and handed over the
resolutions to the representatives of the
different political parties. Bhaktha Charan
Das, Mohan Singh, Sharad Yadav, Tarun
Mandal and many others were expected to
attend. The resolutions were also handed
over to the members of civil society, trade
unions, University and others. The rally was
attended by Arvind kejariwal, Swami
Agnivesh, K B Saxena, B D Sharma, Justice
Rajinder Sachar, Ashok Chowdhary, Medha
Patkar, Sandeep Pandey and others.

Lok Shakti Abhiyan, NAPM

www.napm-india.org

Feb–Mar 2012

Global March To Jerusalem

After the successful completion of
first Asian Caravan to Gaza in December
2010-January 2011, the second Global
March to Jerusalem has been launched
from India. The march flagged off from
Rajghat, like the last caravan, on 9th
March, 2012, consists of 29 participants
from India. It would traverse a route
passing through Pakistan, Iran, Turkey and
Lebanon. Citizens from around the world
plan to reach Jerusalem on 30th March,
2012, for the culmination of this Global
March to Jerusalem. Indian land caravan is
part of an international event this time.
Arabs and non-Arabs, Muslims and nonMuslims, activists and ordinary citizens are
going to be there for the liberation of
Jerusalem.
Given the fact that Israel has
banned Palestinians' access to Jerusalem it
is unlikely that they will allow anybody
coming to support the cause of Palestine to
even enter their territory. Hence it has
been decided that people inside the
territory of Israel will carry out their
protests from within whereas people from
rest of the world would assemble in one of
the neighbouring countries - Egypt ,

Lebanon , Jordan and Syria - in solidarity.
On 30th March, activists from around the
world will approach the Israeli border in an
attempt to reach Jerusalem . In addition
protests will be held in front of Israeli
embassies in different countries or at
prominent public places. The event is
obviously inspired by the Arab spring
revolutions and it is hoped that just as
people in Tunisia , Egypt and elsewhere
came out on streets in large numbers
against the dictatorship regimes they will
put a question mark over the authoritarian
rule of Israel . Israel has possibly been the
most repressive regimes in this region for
its Palestinian subjects. The Palestinian
struggle has largely remained peaceful
compared to the arms and ammunition
used by Israel against them. Intifada was
committed to the principle of non-violence
and had become a popular mass movement
as well as had gained credibility in the
world. Global March to Jerusalem has also
declared itself as a peaceful means of
protest. It is no coincidence that except for
Libya the demonstrations over the last year
in Arab nations were committed to being
peaceful. People's power has certainly
established its pro-democratic credentials
more than the State power.
30th March is the Palestine Land
Day. On this day in 1976, for the first time
since the occupation of Palestine in 1948,
the Israeli forces had indulged in large
scale
violence
against
the
Arab
Palestinians, in some cases tanks entering
villages, in response to a general strike
called by the Palestinians against an illegal
action
of Israeli government.
The
Palestinians have since been subjected to
continued harrassment. Uprooted from
their land, their land converted into illegal
Israeli settlements, they forced to live in
their own country in what is described as
largest open air prison of the world,
Palestinians have been subjected to worst
kinds of human treatment. Walls like the
one around Jerusalem have been built
10 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

which
restrict
the
movement
of
Palestinians. From 1948 when most of
Palestine belonged to Arabs with few Jews
living there today the situation has
reversed to where half of the Palestinians
have been made to flee their homeland,
Jews from all over the world have come
and settled here artificially and forcibly,
and the Palestinians choosing to remain
behind have been squeezed to very small
areas in Gaza and West Bank. Rest of the
Palestinians are living as refugees in
different parts of the world waiting to
return
when
Palestine
becomes
independent. Jerusalem holds religious,

30th March is the
Palestine Land Day. On
this day in 1976, for the
first time since the
occupation of Palestine in
1948, the Israeli forces
had indulged in large
scale violence against the
Arab Palestinians, in
some cases tanks
entering villages, in
response to a general
strike called by the
Palestinians against an
illegal action of Israeli
government. The
Palestinians have since
been subjected to
continued harrassment
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cultural and political
importance for Jews,
Christians and Muslims
but
Israel
is
transforming
the
character of this city.
It is indulging in
Judaisation
of
Jerusalem which is
unacceptable to the
Christians
and
Muslims. The ideal
solution
that
a
consensus be achieved
among
three
communities to share
this historic city as a
common legacy is
unacceptable to Israel
. Hence if anybody is coming in the way of
establishing peace in the region it is the
Israeli government. They have reneged
more than once on their commitment with
Palestinian leaders made during peace
negotiations mediated by the US in the
past. They are simply not willing to accept
Palestinians as equal citizens. They want to
exercise total control over Jerusalem and
Palestine .
The UN special rapporteur on
Palestine, Richard Falk, had this to say in
2011 about the method employed by
Israelis to displace the Arabs, 'the
continued pattern of settlement expansion
in East Jerusalem combined with forcible
eviction of long residing Palestinians are
creating an intolerable situation that can
only be described in its cumulative impact,
as a form of ethnic cleansing.' This is a
violation of UN resolutions on Palestine and
international laws. However, because of
the continued support of US and other
European governments to Israel , UN or no
other international body has been able to

effectively intervene and check the ongoing
human rights violations in Israel .
Prominent
people
who
have
extended support to the Global March to
Jerusalem include Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, Mairead McGuire, both Nobel Peace
Laureates, and Indian activists Swami
Agnivesh, Medha Patkar, Justice Rajinder
Sachar, retired Admiral L. Ramdas, Lalitha
Ramdas, retired Admiral Vishnu Bhagwat
and Syeda Hameed among a host of
international personalities. For the first
time world will stand up on 30th March in
and around Palestine to demand its
liberation and also that of Jerusalem , the
proposed capital of Palestine . That some
Indians are playing their traditional role as
friend of Palestinian people and supporting
the movement for independence of a third
world country and a small group will be
right there on the Israeli border on 30th
March, 2012, should be a matter of pride
for India.

Dr Sandeep Pandey

The UN special rapporteur on Palestine, Richard Falk, had this to say in
2011 about the method employed by Israelis to displace the Arabs, 'the
continued pattern of settlement expansion in East Jerusalem combined
with forcible eviction of longwresiding
Palestinians are creating
an
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intolerable situation that can only be described in its cumulative
impact, as a form of ethnic cleansing.' This is a violation of UN
resolutions on Palestine and international laws.

Lokshakti Abhiyan
December 2011 – February 2012
Lokshakti Abhiyan is an attempt at bringing
together struggles across the country and
put at centre the issues of inequality,
corruption, injustices and violence today.
The campaign evolved after several rounds
of discussion over the past six months
specifically in Wardha and Delhi. NAPM
along with many other organisations carried
out this campaign to address the larger
issues of corruption and land grabbing, and
push for a wider political transformation.
The Abhiyan was led by Medha Patkar and
joined by Sandeep Pandey (Uttar Pradesh),
Dr. Sunilam (Madhya Pradesh), Gautam
Bandopadhyay
(Chattisgarh),
Suhas
Kolhekar, Vilas Bhongade, Subhash Lomate,
Sumit Wajale, Sunit S R, (Maharashtra), P
Chennaiah, Ramakrishna Raju (Andhra
Pradesh), Vimal Bhai (Uttarakhand), Rakesh
Rafique, Manish Gupta, J P Singh, Yugal
Kishore Shashtri, Richa Singh, (Uttar
Pradesh), Prof. Ajit Jha, Rajendra Ravi,
Bhupendra Singh Rawat, Madhuresh Kumar
(Delhi), Kamayani Swami, Mahender Yadav,
Shahid Kamal, Arun Kumar, Sister Dorothy
(Bihar), Nizam Ansari, Ramashray Singh,
Dayamani Barla (Jharkhand), Vijay Metrani
(Nepani, Karnataka), Dinesh Vaghela,
Parvin Sabnis (Goa) Roshan Lal Agrawal,
and many others from other parts of the
country.
Lok Shakti Abhiyan took place from
December 2011 to February 2012 in four
phases.
1. December 20 - 26: Uttar Pradesh and
Haryana
2. January 9 – 14 : Andhra Pradesh and
Madhya Pradesh
3. January 23 – 29 : Bihar and Jharkhand
12 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

4. February 6 – 13 : Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Goa.

STATEMENT OF THE LOKSHAKTI
CAMPAIGN
65 years ago we got political freedom from
a long-term dependency. The dream to
create a modern nation based on principles
of justice and equity overwhelmed millions
of Indians. However, even after more than
60 years of the inception of that dream,
today the country is heartbroken. But even
then it cannot be said that in these years,
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nothing has happened. India’s presence as
an independent nation is no longer
questioned. Masses from every walks of
society and even from the lower strata of
the society are now aware of their human
dignity and their political and social rights.
In fact, they are more aware now, than
they were ever before. The public have not
only once thwarted the attempts to impose
dictatorship, but there is also a continuous
flow of public activity against old and new
injustices.
However, all the dreams of a politically,
socially and economically just society have
instead been crushed. India’s position on
the parameters of human progress, today,
is extremely embarrassing. If the majority
of our population cannot imagine the
eradication of hunger, diseases, illiteracy
and poverty, then we have no right of
calling ourselves an independent nation. If
the masses are in such a pitiable and
helpless situation, then there isn’t much
that can be said about their security and
integrity. The first element of security is
public morale. Weapons come in later.
We have no time remaining to look for the
reasons for
this embarrassing and
intolerable situation. Indeed our political
systems and development priorities have
been wrong since the beginning. Firstly, to
have concentrated power in the state and
national capitals is completely wrong,
something which needs to change. On the
other hand, to understand capital intensive
large industries and central projects as a
symbol of progress is completely distorted
vision of development and needs to be
corrected. As a result of distorted
development
not
only
poverty,
unemployment and regional disparity has
increased, and this bankruptcy reached
such a level that it was used as an excuse
to give a free hand to foreign capital on
their terms and conditions. Now the Indian
economy is slowly getting completely
dependent upon foreign capital. The goal
13 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

of foreign capital is to capture the markets
instead of making use of the human
resource that India has. The unnecessary
exploitation and the destruction of the
environment and the spreading of market
culture in India is the only goal of this
foreign capital. And that’s why, their
strategy is also to dominate our country.
Today, to gain monopoly over the energy
sector is the primary aim of the
multinational capital, coming in to our
economy directly, indirectly and at times in
the name of Public-Private Partnerships
(PPP). To have control over this resource
means having foreign control over India’s
energy needs, so that the country works
under their direction. That’s why we make
special mention of the protests against
Enron and the demonstrations against
various companies of today. And to top all
this we have policies like SEZ and others
which are only giving more and more
subsidies and encouraging loot by these
MNCs. Farmers, workers, Dalits, Adivasis
and other communities are struggling
against these projects. We are with these
hundreds of ongoing protests and struggles
against exploitative foreign and national
capital in the country today.
Today the country’s general population is
standing against corruption. They have
enthusiasm and devotion. We will fight for
a strong Lokpal Bill to root out not only
governance related corruption but also the
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corruption of corporates that lead to the
unequal and distorted transfer of land,
water and other resources. The mass
mobilisation and our struggles will also
have to target systemic corruption and not
only concentrate upon corruption in the
local level. With respect to the Lokpal bill,
we know the limits of the law. Our struggle
is for fundamental transformation even
while we mobilise our movements and
struggles against corruption and tyranny.
Through these movements, the general
population of the country would succeed;
this is our firm belief. That’s why we
declare
our
policies
for
future
development, whose essence is indigeneity,
simplicity, equality and self-governance.
Only by the exclusion of multinational
capital can we increase the importance of
the nations’ workforce. To give each and
every person employment won’t just be a
point of debate but will become an
essential component for the progress of the
nation. Luxury and consumer goods boycott
by the public will not only open the way to
increase production but the need for socalled native capitalism will also not last.
For its rescue, this native capitalism has
invited multinational capital into the
country. Therefore, the choice of
multinational capital may not be native
capitalism.
The crisis of development that we are
facing today is also faced by many
developed nations in today’s times and
their struggles are also continuing. It is
important to establish a link between
people’s movements which are on in those
parts with the one’s here which address
similar issues, so that the world’s poor and
manual labour can strengthen the struggle
against globalisation, capitalism and
corporatisation, and contest it with
concepts of alternative progress through a
new component of internationalism which
would form all those movements that look
for new strategies of development. At an
14 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

international level, the brainstorming that
will happen between developing countries
on the basis of their movements, dialogues,
will lead to a new technology, which will
be based on science and will be a tool for
decentralized industries. Struggles will also
be composed of alternative ways which will
form the basis for bringing about change.
Ordinary people live in local units. So the
village or the local units should only be
considered fundamental for economic
production and industrialisation. The rights
and privileges of the local resources would
be held by the local people of that area.
The state or the centre should use the
resources only after the needs of the local
people
regarding
that
resource
is
completely fulfilled. The right and duty of
self-governance will also rest with the
village.
Whatever
work
can
be
accomplished through the participation of
the people, should be the subject of the
village. All the administrative work that is
left after that would be delegated to the
representative institutions of the district,
state and the centre. The combination of
development and administration of this
kind will lead to alternative structures
within politics and economics. The
highlight of the 21st century will be the
new structure of alternative governance
and alternative development. The new
structure would be launched in several
countries and would lead to the dawn of a
new civilisation.
We cannot claim the beginning of a new
civilisation until the decadent and
prevalent structures in India are not done
away with. Male domination is the social
pathology of the whole world. Along with
that, caste discrimination and sectarian
divisions have put a stain on the culture
and society of India. Those who aim at
alternative development and work to
establish local governance have to be
warned that the village has become a unit
of injustice and inequality. Thus it is
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important that social change and the
establishment of local governance goes
hand in hand.
Within the scope of broad issues like social
change,
alternate
development
and
construction of village self-government, are
hundreds of challenges against which we
need to create thousands of movements.
The vast intellectual class of India should
realise that we all need to unite and speak
up in order to face all the challenges in
front of us. Poverty, unemployment, land
reform, inflation, education and health,
environmental issues, issues of Dalits,
women and problems of communalism at a
social level, cultural insensitivity, violence,
pornography, consumer trends, self centred
attitudes, unprecedented regeneration of
corruption in politics, criminalization, the
death of party democracy, ethnicity
related problems, lack of transparency in
administration, lack of accountability,
delayed justice etc each of these thousands
of problems are important demand
immediate attention. In fact a lot of people
are chained by the existing system and the
public needs to become aware of this to
fight it. The need to fight against social
injustice is hidden in the heart of society
and is buried under an atmosphere of
gloom and despair. The awakening of this
spirit and a consolidation of ideas to fight
injustice will lead to a people’s revolution
and a new chapter in history will begin.

UPDATES FROM LOK SHAKTI
ABHIYAN

country and need for launching struggles to
work on those.
ANDHRA PRADESH
Lokshakti Abhiyan's second phase of
meetings and mass contact programme
began from Hyderabad. Abhiyan visited the
Gadvel mandal villages of Medak district to
interact with families of farmers who have
committed
suicides.
Medha
Patkar,
addressing a public meeting at Sirigiripalli
village, Medak district said that, it is not
the crop failure but the failure of
agricultural policies and a deep agrarian
crisis which is leading to the suicides
among the farmers of India. Abhiyan urged
the local Panchayat and Gram Sabhas to
take the lead and collect money to provide
immediate relief to such families and then
pressurise the local government to provide
relief to the affected family. But more
importantly farmers have to shift to organic
farming and get back to the traditional
farming over the next few years otherwise

UTTAR PRADESH
Lokshakti Abhiyan kicked off from Varanasi
Collector Complex on December 20th
where a thousand strong crowd vowed to
work for complete social and political
transformation. Talking about the ongoing
crisis
in
this
country,
widespread
corruption, exploitation and inequality, the
campaign discussed alternatives available
in front of the people's movements in the
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this nexus of seed corporations and private
lenders will continue to kill them.
BIHAR AND JHARKHAND
Lokshakti
Abhiyan's
third
phase
campaigning on the questions of rights of
communities over natural resources,
growing
inequality
in
society
and
decentralised democracy began with a big
public rally of NREGA workers with Jan
Jagran Abhiyan Sangathan Trade Union.
Araria town was painted red with the
colours of the workers who shouted, har
haath ko kaam do, kaam ka poora dam do
(Give Work to Everyone, Full Pay for the
Work Done); Duniya ke Majdooron ek ho, ek
ho (Workers of the World Unite). Workers
narrated the fact that in spite of all the
claims of development of the Bihar
Government, they never received their
wages on time, and many times their due
wages of 144 Rs a day are not paid to them.
PROTEST IN BIHAR
In Beerpur, Kosi region we saw some
patches of land which were reclaimed and
were being farmed but the extent of
damage done by the floods will take much
longer unless government invests in it. We
encountered so many marginal farmers and
workers who have lost their land but
without any relief till date. Roads have not
been built and the schools are in shamble.
On the other hand in the name of building
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Mahasetu on Kosi thousands of families
living in the floodplain have now been
exposed to the perpetual risk of
displacement. The World Bank has been
investing money in the region but this is
leading to the displacement and further
impoverishment; money spent but without
relief.
Lokshakti Abhiyan visited the Kanti Thermal
Power plant area where workers have their
own problems but people living in the town
itself have no access to electricity, all they
have is the side effects of a thermal power
plant and police action when they protest.
The plant was built in 1982 and from the
beginning residents of the area were
promised 24 hours electricity but till date
nothing has come. They suffer the brunt of
it but the cities enjoy the benefit of
electricity produced at their cost. On 2nd
October, on Gandhi Jayanti they started an
indefinite hunger strike. On 6th October
police swung in action and took 47 of them
under arrest and added 81 more names as
co-accused. Various representations to the
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has gone on
deaf years.
MAHARASHTRA, KARNATAKA AND GOA
The Abhiyan attended a Lokmanch in
Mumbai where candidates and party
spokespersons of different parties came to
a common dais to address the people on
several of their issues. Thousands of people
gathered to listen to the candidates and
engaged in a dialogue with 15 of them who
came on different issues concerning the
working class people of Mumbai living in
bastis. Most of the candidates who came
belonged to political parties or an alliance
or People’s fronts. The issues of people’s
right to housing, water, sanitation,
education and health were raised in the
Lokmanch. Slum eviction and Slum
Rehabilitation was opposed by the basti
people one after another. The candidates
who spoke pledged their support to the
people on the issue of right to housing.
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Whether it is the demolition of
slums by Shivalik Ventures,
Lavasa, Hiranandini or Adarsh
Builders, it was highlighted that it
was the unholy and corrupt nexus
between the builders and the
government that was illegal. This
results in the denial of a
fundamental right to life granted
by the Constitution of India. The
basti people were urged to
exercise their right to vote
carefully; choosing only the
candidates who they thought
would represent and take forward
their
issues.
The
people
demanded from all the candidates
that they should take the position on the
critical issues of Nagar Raj Kanoon with
rights to the bastis (urban communities
should be fully implemented and no
projects to be taken up on land of the
basti/ward
without
their
consent.),
Panchayati Raj should be appropriately
amended
on
the
basis
of
74th
Constitutional amendments, not builder
prone SRA but RAY (Rajiv Awas Yojana)
with self reliant housing should be
promoted and be implemented with
immediate effect, pension, provident fund
and other social security measures should
be granted to the 93% unsecured workers,
there should be fisheries rights for fish
workers and there should be no cut-off
date for providing development benefits to
urban poor, housing, water and sanitation.

RASHTRIYA JAN SANSAD,
MARCH 19 – 23, NEW DELHI
After completion of all the four phases of
the Lok Shakti Abhiyan a one day
preparatory meeting was held for the
proposed Jan Sansad in Delhi during the
Budget Session of the Parliament in March.
The meeting discussed the four phases of
Lokshakti Abhiyan, future programmes of
Lokshakti Abhiyan, preparing for the
National Jan Sansad in Delhi March 2012.
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Our Jan Sansad is to be constituted by up
to 400-500 people (or ideally 542 people,
which is the strength of our Lok Sabha),
75% of whom to be chosen by consensus or
elected by struggling / affected / exploited
/ disadvantaged people, especially in areas
threatened by resource-grabbing, foisting
of various projects, displacement etc.,
ideally through their Gram Sabha or
Mohalla Sabha. The remaining 25% are to
be people's representatives, leaders and
experts coming from outside the particular
State / District where it is taking place. All
individuals, concerned citizens, people's
movements, organisations, campaigns who
believe in nonviolent social and political
change can participate.
Our overall effort is directed towards
creating a wider people's movement, a
wider family of activists connected with
each other, which will aim at placing
before the people an Alternative to the
present polity which is anti-people in every
respect.
Jan Sansad will take place in Delhi from
19th – 23rd March. The mandate of the Jan
Sansad will be to deal with all important
local issues whether they are development
related constructive projects or processes
of local planning, implementation or
monitoring, or involve decisions of projects
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which need to be resisted, or corruption,
mismanagement etc.

Bhawan, near ITO, Deen Dayal Upadhyay
Marg, New Delhi

Proposed Programme of
JAN SANSAD

March 23rd: A mass rally of people coming
from across the country. Finalisation and
adoption of Jan Sansad. Resolution amongst
thousands [a session with political party
representatives] and March to parliament.

March 19th: Lokshakti Abhiyan Programmes
discussion at three locations in Delhi
March 20th – 22nd: Jan Sansad on the key
issues mentioned above at Rajendra

Lok Shakti Abhiyan, NAPM

Our Jan Sansad is to be constituted by up
to 400-500 people (or ideally 542 people,
which is the strength of our Lok Sabha),
75% of whom to be chosen by consensus
or elected by struggling / affected /
exploited / disadvantaged people,
especially in areas threatened by resourcegrabbing, foisting of various projects,
displacement etc., ideally through their
Gram Sabha or Mohalla Sabha. The
remaining 25% are to be people's
representatives, leaders and experts
coming from outside the particular State /
District where it is taking place. All
individuals, concerned citizens, people's
movements, organisations, campaigns who
believe in nonviolent social and political
change can participate.
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NAPM’s comments on daft
national water policy
Submitted to the government on 3rd March 2012
The Draft National Water Policy 2012
(hereinafter “DNWP2012”) is discussed
point-wise,
but
not
necessarily
sequentially. Some arguments are crosslinked.

POINT-1
1.1 DNWP2012 states (Section 2.3): “There
is a need for comprehensive legislation for
optimum development of inter-State rivers
and river valleys to facilitate inter-State
coordination ensuring scientific planning of
land and water resources taking basin/subbasin as unit with unified perspectives of
water in all its forms (including
precipitation, soil moisture, ground and
surface water) and ensuring holistic and
balanced development of both the
catchment and the command areas. Such
legislation needs, inter alia, to deal with
and enable establishment of basin
authorities with appropriate powers to
plan, manage and regulate utilization of
water resource in the basins.” The phrase
“optimum development of inter-State
rivers and river valleys, ... “ can be
interpreted variously depending upon what
is understood by “development”.
1.2
The stated purpose in this Section is
to develop the rivers and valleys through
large-scale works projects planned by
“basin authorities with appropriate powers
to plan, manage and regulate utilization of
water resource in the basins.“ Such an
approach is no different from the present
approach, by which entire societies of
people are dislocated even in the rare
cases when legitimate compensation is
provided,
and
protests
demanding
legitimate dues are criminalized. This

Section must be suitably amended to
formally involve those people at the
project planning stage (before financial or
contractual agreements are entered into)
who, as the primary stakeholders, will be
directly or indirectly adversely affected by
the proposed project, to have adequate
representation and voting rights within the
“basin authority”. This also refers to
DNWP2012 Section 9, which deals with
project planning and implementation.

POINT-2
2.1
DNWP2012 states (Section 1.3(v)):
“Access to safe and clean drinking water
and sanitation should be regarded as a right
to life essential to the full enjoyment of
life and all other human rights”. This
Section must specify the need for
democratic distribution of water based on
per capita need regardless of socioeconomic status and a minimum per capita
water availability unconnected with pricing
or tariff.

POINT-3
3.1
DNWP2012 states (Section 3.1): “The
Centre, the States and the local bodies
(governance institutions) must ensure
access to a minimum quantity of potable
water for essential health and hygiene to
all its citizens, available within easy reach
of the household”. Here again, this Section
must state that access to the minimum
quantity of potable water as part of the
right to life (“... for essential health and
hygiene ...”) will be unconnected with
pricing or tariff. Hence, the re-worded
Section 3.1 would read as: “The Centre,

the States and the local bodies (governance
institutions) must ensure access to a
minimum quantity of potable water for
essential health and hygiene to all its
citizens, available within easy reach of the
household, and unconnected with pricing or
tariff”.

POINT-4
4.1
DNWP2012 states (Section 3.1): “The
Centre, the States and the local bodies
(governance institutions) must ensure
access to a minimum quantity of potable
water for essential health and hygiene to
all its citizens, available within easy reach
of the household”. At present, the water
supply systems that provide treated water
for drinking and sanitation also provide the
same water for other purposes such as
commercial establishments and frequently
for industries located within the urban
areas. All water consumed in urban areas
results in creation of sewage which
contains heavy metals, toxic and persistent
chemicals besides the huge biological
pollution load, that contaminates aquifers
and surface water bodies. DNWP2012 needs
to state that the local bodies (governance
institutions) will be responsible to provide
treated water (piped or otherwise) in
adequate quantity for drinking and
sanitation separately from untreated water
for other uses. This will save considerable
electric power.

POINT-5
5.1
DNWP2012 states (Section 7.2): “...
water charges shall reflect the full recovery
of the cost of administration, operation and
maintenance of water resources projects
...“. Full cost recovery should be subject to
re-phrased Section 3.3 as suggested in
Point 10 para 10.1 below.

POINT-6
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6.1 In urban areas, the stated
“preemptive need for safe drinking water and
sanitation“ (DNWP2012 Section 1.3(vi)) is at
present inadequately satisfied, with some
people (generally the wealthier minority)
receiving almost unlimited water on tap
while others (people of the lower socioeconomic strata) receive poor quality (nonpotable) water in very inadequate quantity
and often at considerable distance from
their habitations. This undemocratic
distribution and availability / accessibility
to water is responsible for wastage and
profligate use of increasingly scarce water,

At present, the water
supply systems that
provide treated water for
drinking and sanitation
also provide the same
water for other purposes
such as commercial
establishments and
frequently for industries
located within the urban
areas. All water consumed
in urban areas results in
creation of sewage which
contains heavy metals,
toxic and persistent
chemicals besides the
huge biological pollution
load, that contaminates
aquifers and surface water
bodies.
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besides causing social tensions. The current
practice causes unrealistic inflation of total
water demand and forecasting, and
therefore socially & environmentally
unsound and irrational attempts to
augment water supply.
6.2 All people have the undeniable right to
consume water for drinking and sanitation,
but have no right to waste water or use it
profligately simply because they can afford
to pay for it. Hence, all domestic water
supply systems (by both urban and rural
governing institutions) must be metered.
Tariff policy should be defined such that
water consumed by the number of people
depending upon each connection at a scale
of 120 litres per capita per day should not
be charged (since it is a human right),
subsequent consumption charged at penal
rates, and a cap set on total monthly
consumption depending on the number of
people at each metered connection, with
supply stoppage if the cap is exceeded.
Implementing such a tariff system should
not be difficult with the computer skills
available.
6.3
The JNNURM proposal to provide
24x7 urban water supply in urban areas is
not merely impractical but also wasteful of
the primary resource (water) since water
mains will leak 24x7, howsoever modern
the technology or materials. Besides this,
the JNNURM proposal is directed towards
privatization
of
water
supply
and
distribution, treating water as a commodity
and an economic good, which directly
militates against water as a right.
DNWP2012 does mention control of
wastage, leakage, profligate use and nonessential uses-for-profit (such as water
parks & golf courses) of the precious
primary resource of water. This also forms
part of demand management (DNWP2012
Section 6)). But the systemic leakages and
wastages of the JNNURM-funded 24x7
water supply schemes do not fall within the
purview of the water regulator.
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POINT-7
7.1
Many industries and commercial
establishments pay commercial tariffs to
draw water from water supply schemes
constructed and paid for from public funds.
They also often draw ground water at no
cost other than the capital cost of the
borewell and recurring electricity cost of
pumping. That is, the primary resource
itself (water) is essentially free of cost.
Since ground water is a national asset,
every drawal of ground water must be
metered and charges levied for cost of
water at heavy tariff, especially in regions
where water is scarce and aquifers
depleted.

POINT-8
8.1 DNWP2012 states (Section 1.3(ix)):
“Water quality and quantity are interlinked
and need to be managed in an integrated
manner,
consistent
with
broader
environmental management approaches
inter-alia including the use of economic
incentives and penalties to reduce pollution
and wastage.”
8.2 The irreversible contamination of
ground water (aquifiers) by urban sewage
and garbage, and by agricultural chemicals
in rural areas needs to be recognized and
addressed
in
DNWP2012,
because
contamination effectively reduces water
resources. The Section envisages levy of
“economic penalties to reduce pollution”.
Considering that the total annual usable
water resource is 1,086 BCM (usable
surface water is 690 BCM and usable ground
water is 396 BCM) according to the Report
of the National Commission on Integrated
Water
Resource
Development
Plan
(NCIWRDP 1999), this is serious enough for
specific mention in DNWP2012, that
contamination of aquifers will not be
permitted, and will attract non-bailable
criminal prosecution, not merely levy of
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economic penalties. Accordingly, Section
7.3 needs to be re-worded as: “Recycle and
reuse of water, after treatment to
specified standards, should be encouraged
through a properly planned tariff system, in
which there is a cost for the quantity
withdrawn, a refund for properly treated
water returned for reuse, heavy fines for
returning polluted waters, and liability for
non-bailable criminal prosecution for
contaminating aquifers”. Section 8.4 also
needs change to insert the unacceptability
of aquifer contamination. In connection
with tariff, Point 6 para 6.2 refers.
8.3
DNWP2012 needs to be explicitly
linked with agriculture policy (a concurrent
subject) concerning use of chemical
fertilisers and pesticides which, apart from
irreversibly contaminating aquifers, cause
increase in irrigation water demand.

DNWP2012 needs to be
explicitly linked with
agriculture policy (a
concurrent subject)
concerning use of
chemical fertilisers and
pesticides which, apart
from irreversibly
contaminating aquifers,
cause increase in
irrigation water demand.

9.1
DNWP2012 (Section 6) concerning
water use efficiency in agriculture and
demand management is connected directly
with
food
and
agriculture
policy.
Cultivation of high water-demand food
crops like rice or cash crops like sugarcane
in water-scarce areas, needs to be urgently
reduced as a demand management
measure, and low water-demand (rain-fed)
food crops like millet and maize
encouraged. Rice grown by the so-called
Madagascar method or SRI (system of rice
intensification) can be an effective demand
management
measure
implemented
through agriculture policy. In the context
of climate change-induced lower rainfall in
peninsular India, Himalayan glacial loss
making the perennial rivers of the IndoGangetic plains almost seasonal, increasing
desertification and at best “increased
variability in supplies“, DNWP2012 needs to
explicitly connect with food and agriculture
policy.

10.1 DNWP2012 states (Section 3.3):
“After meeting the minimum quantity of
water required for survival of human beings
and ecosystem, water must be used as an
economic good with higher priority towards
basic livelihood support to the poor and
ensuring national food security.“ The
priority given to water for “basic livelihood
support to the poor” (farmers, fisherfolk,
boatsmen, washermen, etc) cannot be
negotiable, being a part of the
fundamental right to livelihood and hence
effectively the right to life itself (or
survival). Thus, water cannot be merely
“an economic good with higher priority
towards basic livelihood support”, but must
be included within the “water required for
survival of human beings”, and explicitly
stated as such in this Section. Thus Section
3.3 needs to be re-phrased as: “After
meeting the minimum quantity of water
required for survival of human beings, for
basic livelihood support to the poor and for
ensuring national food security and
ecosystem survival, water may be used as
an economic good”. This will also satisfy
the requirements of adaptation to climate
change.

POINT-10

POINT-11

POINT-9
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11.1 DNWP2012 (Section 5.2) speaks of
“only about 1123 BCM [being] utilizable
through the present strategies, if large
inter-basin transfers are not considered“.
Further, inter-basin transfers of flood
water are envisaged (Section 5.5). The
extent of such large-scale water transfers
and the period (number of days and time of
year) over which the transfers would take
place, the technical and economic viability
of the associated dam/barrage-canal
structures, the environmental / ecological
effects and most importantly, the huge
numbers of people who will suffer
displacement are factors that are
inadequately addressed as on date. Hence
Section 5.5 needs to be deleted, and interbasin transfers that are already in place
and in operation must be reviewed with
respect to the planned benefits and costs.
11.2 Besides this, Section 5.5 appears to
be preparing a policy background for
supporting the so-called interlinking of
rivers (ILR) – which is a concept and not a
project, according to the erstwhile ILR Task
Force – to create a “network” of 30 canals
between 37 major rivers in Himalayan and
Peninsular India at a first-estimate cost (in
2003) of Rs.5.6 lakh crores, “to carry water
from water-surplus river basins to water-

deficit river basins to relieve flood and
drought at the same time”. Since ILR has
not been discussed in the Lok Sabha and
several States have shown resistance to it,
Section 5.5 needs to be deleted.

POINT-12
12.1 The national electric (thermal and
nuclear) power sector is planned to expand
by about 700,000 MWe thermal and 60,000
MWe nuclear in coming years. Both
thermal and nuclear power plants require
huge quantities of water, principally for
cooling. (As a rough rule of thumb, a 1,000
MWe thermal power plant requires
approximately 800 million litres of water
per day). That translates to more than
600,000 million litres per day for the power
sector alone. Most of the cooling water
becomes unusable for other purposes after
its discharge from the power generation
plant. The DNWP2012 makes no mention of
this future water requirement. It is
therefore necessary for the DNWP2012 to
explicitly address the future requirement
of water for the electric power sector,
making it an economic good whose pricing
would be guided in terms of Section 3.3 reworded as suggested in para 10.1 above.

The national electric (thermal and nuclear) power sector is
planned to expand by about 700,000 MWe thermal and
60,000 MWe nuclear in coming years. Both thermal and
nuclear power plants require huge quantities of water,
principally for cooling. (As a rough rule of thumb, a 1,000
MWe thermal power plant requires approximately 800 million
litres of water per day). That translates to more than 600,000
million litres per day for the power sector alone. Most of the
cooling water becomes unusable for other purposes after its
discharge from the power generation plant. The DNWP2012
makes no mention of this future water requirement
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Withdraw police cases against
over 2000 Bhopal gas victims
To,
The Chief Minister
Government of Madhya Pradesh
Mantralaya, Vallabh Bhawan
Bhopal, M.P.
25 January 2012
Sub: Application for withdrawal of
criminal cases against over 2000 gas
victims in connection with the incident of
violence on the 27th anniversary of the
Union Carbide gas disaster in Bhopal.
Respected Chief Minister,
We, five organisations of victims of the
Union Carbide disaster in Bhopal and their
supporters are sending this letter to you
with the hope that you will consider the
facts and arguments regarding the incident
of violence on 27th anniversary of the gas
disaster (3 December 2011) presented
below and arrive at a rational and just
decision and accordingly issue directions
for appropriate action.
1.The following facts related to the protest
action by survivors under the leadership of
us, five organizations on December 3, 2011
deserve consideration
A.The protest was centered on a
legitimate demand
Through this protest, we were demanding
that the governments at the centre and
state carry out necessary corrections in the
figures of deaths and injuries caused by
Union Carbide based on figures of Indian
Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and
hospitals meant for gas affected people in
the curative petition filed in the Supreme
Court.
We were only demanding that the
governments at the centre and state act

honestly
towards
obtaining
proper
compensation
from
the
American
companies and the first demonstration of
this would be the presentation of correct
figures in the curative petition pending
before the Supreme Court because
currently the figures are much lower than
actual and are wrong.
We were not pushing for some new figures.
All we were doing was seek revisions in the
curative petition on the basis of findings of
the scientific institutions and medical
documentation of the government’s at the
center and the state.
B.We had communicated this demand to
the state government in July 2011, but for
six months we received no reply. We had
sent letters to your office on 25 July 2011,
17 October 2011 and on 19 November 2011
demanding revision in the figures of death
and injury as presented in the curative
petition before the Supreme Court by the
state government. However we did not
receive a single reply to any of the letters.
Likewise, we received no response to the
letters we wrote to the Chief Secretary on
28 October 2011 and 19 November 2011 and
that sent to the Principal Secretary, Bhopal
Gas Tragedy Relief and Rehabilitation
Department on 19 November 2011.
C.This demand is being raised by us to
protect the legal rights of the gas victims.
All victims of the disaster of 3 December 84
in Bhopal have the legal right to be
adequately compensated for the physical
and mental injuries caused by the disaster.
Through the Bhopal Act of 1985, the
Government of India arrogated to itself sole
powers to receive compensation from
Union Carbide. In 1985 the Government of
India sought $3.3 billion as compensation
under the Act. In 1989 the central

government, without consulting a single
victim entered into a settlement with the
American company for $470 million which
was approved by the Supreme Court on 1415 February 1989. Because of the paltry
settlement amount, 93% of gas victims
received only Rs 25000 as compensation.
The state government also had an
important role in the violation of the legal
rights of Bhopal gas victims. To justify the
low settlement amount, the Claims
Directorate of the state government
followed a faulty system of injury
assessment and pronounced 93% of the gas
victims as having suffered only temporary
injury.
At the June 2010 meeting of the Group of
Ministers on Bhopal (composed of ministers
from both the state and central
governments) it was accepted that the
legal rights to adequate compensation of
the Bhopal victims had been violated. The
Group of Ministers decided on presenting a
curative petition before the Supreme Court
to obtain additional compensation from the
American companies and this decision was
subsequently implemented. Regrettably, in
both the curative petitions the figure of
death is about four times less than the
actual and 93% gas victims have been said
to be only temporarily injured. It is worth
mentioning that Union Carbide’s own
document says that damage caused by MIC
gas is permanent, not temporary.
Clearly if corrections are not made in the
curative petitions on the basis of scientific
figures available with the government,
once again Bhopal gas victims will be
denied their legal rights. If correct facts
are not placed before the court, even if the
court is committed to justice, a correct
judgment is not possible.
D.Our demand is for protection of the
constitutional rights of the gas victims.
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In the meeting of the Group of Ministers on
June 2010 described above, following the
admission that Bhopal gas victims have
received inadequate compensation it was
decided that families of the deceased and
those victims with serious injury would be
paid ex gratia amounts as relief.
This decision taken by ministers of the
central and state governments was clearly
against the fundamental constitutional
rights of 93% of the victims (Right to
Equality, Right to Life, Right to Justice). In
the last 27 years because of the utter
failure of the central and state
governments in providing medical care and
economic,
social and
environmental
rehabilitation, majority gas victims are
denied their basic needs and this
discrimination against them in payment of
ex-gratia
amounts
is
clearly
unconstitutional. It is worth mentioning
that following from the decision by the
Group of Ministers on Bhopal 5,27,000 out
of 5,74,000 who had earlier received only
Rs 25000 as compensation were denied any
ex gratia amount and the state government

In the last 27 years
because of the utter
failure of the central and
state governments in
providing medical care
and economic, social and
environmental
rehabilitation, majority
gas victims are denied
their basic needs and
this discrimination
against them in payment
of ex-gratia amounts is
clearly unconstitutional.

www.napm-india.org

Feb–Mar 2012

has not taken any steps regarding this.
E.The protest action for legitimate
demand on December 3, 2011 was
peaceful.
We had called for peaceful Rail Roko on
December 3 2011 in which thousands of gas
victims took part at six places between
Subash Nagar railway crossing and
Nishatpura. In five out of these six places –
Nishatpura, Kainchi Chhola, Chhola Naka,
Berasia Road Crossing and Bharat Talkies
overbridge there was no breach of peace at
all. Only at one spot, Barkhedi-Aishbag
railway crossing, there was violence that
was initiated by District administration and
police officials about which we will present
facts later. We would like to bring to your
attention that to ensure that protest on
December 3, 2011 remained peaceful we
had explained the method of peaceful
protest to the gas victims through a video
film that was screened in different
communities over a period of one and a
half month.
F.Our
peaceful
protest
was
pre
announced and the administration had
sufficient notice.
As has been said above in Para A, we five
organisations
have
given
detailed
information regarding our demand to the
state government since July 2011. In
addition, through our rally of July 25 2011,
successful Bhopal bandh on 11 October
2011 and several press conferences, we
have provided detailed information related
to our demand and on protest actions
organized by us to secure this demand.
With regard to the rail roko protest
organized on December 3, 2011 we had
announced it at a press conference on 17
October 2011 and we had conveyed this
information in our letters to the state
government on 28 October 2011 and 19
November 2011. Had the state government
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responded to any of our letters in the six
months or discussed the matter with us in
the month following the announcement of
rail roko, possibly there would have been
no need for a rail roko. In this regard it is
indeed regrettable that the Collector
invited us for a discussion on rail roko

We had done our best to
ensure that rail
passengers are troubled
as little as possible
because of our rail roko.
Three weeks prior to rail
roko protest we bought
Google Ads and through
that and through our
website publicized the
proposed protest action
requesting potential
passengers to change
their journey date or
route. Over 2,00,000
people have read our
announcement and advice
on the internet.
Additionally gas victims
participating in the rail
roko action reached food
and water to the
passengers on a large
scale.
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protest on December 2, 2011 but he
refused to take responsibility to
organize a meeting for us with the
official of the state government who
could take a decision on the matter.
G.We had done our best to ensure that
rail passengers are troubled as little as
possible because of our rail roko.
Three weeks prior to rail roko protest
we bought Google Ads and through
that and through our website
publicized the proposed protest action
requesting potential passengers to
change their journey date or route.
Over 2,00,000 people have read our
announcement and advice on the
internet. Additionally gas victims
participating in the rail roko action
reached food and water to the
passengers on a large scale.

2.The following suggest that District
administration and police officials are
primarily responsible for the incident
of violence at one out of six protest
spots on December 3, 2011.
A.Lack of preparation.
As has been mentioned above,
because
we
had
made
prior
announcement and the preparation for
the protest action were all in public,
the District administration and police
officials had more than enough notice
for adequate preparation. Despite this
there was serious negligence in this
respect. Lack of preparedness is a
significant reason behind irregularities
committed by the officials at the
place of incident and this has been
taken in cognizance by the State
Human Rights Commission that has
sought answers from concerned
officials.

The State Human
Rights
Commission has
asked questions in
this regard that
remain
unanswered till
date. The first
protestors to be
beaten up and left
bleeding were the
old women who
were taking part in
peaceful protest.
The young men
who came forward
to save the lives of
these old women
were also beaten
with sticks which
was the reason for
eruption of
violence.

B.Lack of Patience
After the rail roko protest action
began on December 3, 2011, the
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Collector asked one of our colleagues, Mrs.
Rashida Bee to come for a meeting with the
Chief Minister with 10 persons. Mrs. Rashida
Bee sought ten minutes time from him so
that she could discuss it with other
organisation leaders. However the Collector
could not wait for ten minutes and ordered
cane charging in 3 to 4 minutes thus,
initiating violence.
C.Taking away the PA system
It is worth mentioning that on 3 December
2011 the means to establish communication
with the protestors was the PA system
which was taken away by the police
following orders from the officials just
before the cane charge. After police began
the violence we leaders were not able to
pacify those protestors who had resorted to
counter violence as self protection.
D.Cane charge without warning
As been mentioned above in Para A & B
because of lack of preparation, required
patience and knowledge of established
rules, the Collector gave an order of cane
charging without any warning. The State
Human Rights Commission has asked
questions in this regard that remain
unanswered till date. The first protestors
to be beaten up and left bleeding were the
old women who were taking part in
peaceful protest. The young men who came
forward to save the lives of these old
women were also beaten with sticks which
was the reason for eruption of violence.
E.Profanities by police officials
Before sticks started raining on the
protestors the city Superintendent of
Police, Mrs. Monica Shukla publicly abused
the women and used humiliating language
against the protestors for which there are
several eye witnesses.
F.Stone pelting by police
Following the order of cane charging a few
people, in order to protect the old women
and themselves, threw stones at the police.
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In response to this, the police resorted to
stone pelting in a huge scale about which
we have substantial photo and video
evidence.
G.Tear gas and firing without warning
Following cane charging and stone pelting
by the police, tear gas shells were burst
without warning that lead to critical
injuries to a 14 year old Daud Ansari
causing grievous hurt.
H.Police setting fire to vehicles
Several government and public vehicles
were set on fire on 3 December 2011.
According to a reliable witness a policemen
standing next to her handed over a piece of
cloth to man who had covered his face with
handkerchief and asked him to set a
particular vehicle on fire. We have a
photograph of the man with his face
covered with a handkerchief.
I.Police entered people’s homes, beat
them and caused damage to their
property after the incident of violence.
We have reliable witnesses and evidence
that show that one hour after peace was
restored in the area, 40-50 policemen
entered some 20-25 houses in Umrao Dulha
Bag near Gol Kabristan and beat up people
with sticks and kicked them. The policemen
damaged furniture and broke doors and
windows and smashed 10-15 vehicles
parked outside.
J.The police arrested innocent people in
an illegal manner.
Following the incident of violence, 14
persons who were gas victims themselves or
children of gas affected parents were
arrested by the police. They were beaten
badly with sticks in presence of several eye
witnesses and many of them were also
beaten up at the police station. The
arrested persons were not informed about
the charges against them and they were
not allowed to contact their family
members and lawyers. They were stripped
to their underwear at the police station
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and were not provided with any food or
protection from cold.

3.District

administration
and
police
officials are themselves aware of their role
in the incident of violence on December 3
2011.
It is worth mentioning that since the
incident of December 3, 2011 the District
administration and police official are busy
trying to defend themselves and suppress
facts. This is the reason why despite
repeated questioning by the State Human
Rights Commission the Collector and police
officials have not responded to a single
question. It is worth mentioning that in
order to receive answers to these questions
the Commission has sent reminders.
The defensive posture assumed by the
District administration and police officials
is further evident by the fact that despite
our personal and public requests the police
officials have not presented a single
photographic or video evidence to support
the allegation that any of the named
accused (leaders of our organisations) were
either involved with violence or with
instigating violence.

4.Action under severe sections are being
undertaken to cover up the irregularities
and misdeeds of the police.
Legal action is ongoing against 14 persons
under 17 criminal sections including Section
307 (murderous assault) and because of the
following reasons it is prima facie evident
that the accused were not part of the
violence.
A.6 of the 14 people who are in jail for last
one and a half month have got
documentary evidence to establish that
they were away from the scene of violence
and at their workplace during the incident
of violence. 1 among the 6, Pooran
Vishwakarma lost his father while he was in
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jail and he was let out on parole for just
three hours four days after his father’s
death.
B.Two other persons have got documentary
evidence to show that they were busy in
preparations for their sister’s wedding that
same evening. Both of them were arrested
at a petrol pump 1km away from the place
of incident with their motorcycle.
C.None of the 14 persons arrested have any
previous criminal charge against them.

5.17 grave criminal sections against 2000
gas victims including 35 named accused are
without any basis.
Because of the following reasons, the
criminal cases against the gas victims are
prima facie baseless, faulty and ill
motivated.
A.The named accused include gas affected
women who are sick and above 80 years of
age and incapable of committing crimes
described in the FIR (stone pelting, use of
sticks, use of firearms and country made
guns, setting fire to vehicles, using sharp
edged weapons and causing destruction to
public property).
B.The named accused include 17 yr old
Safreen who is a child of gas affected
parents and is herself sick from being
exposed to contaminated ground water and
is unable to commit the crimes described
above.
C.The named accused include 8 women,
many of whom are above 60 years age, who
had been arrested and sent to jail prior to
the incident of violence.
D.The named accused includes persons who
were not at the scene of violence before,
during or after the incident. There is video
evidence with the police that establishes
that one of these persons was 4 kms away
from the scene of violence.
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E.The First Information Report (FIR) lists
weapons (sticks, sharp edged weapons,
country made guns, firearems) which are
not seen in any of the photos or videos
while the police claims that the entire
incident has been videographed.
With regard to the facts and arguments
presented in Para 1-4 above, we would like
to clarify that we have substantial evidence
and documents to substantiate each and
every fact and argument presented. We
have attempted to make this letter as brief
as possible keeping in mind your busy
schedule. However a few important
documents related to the criminal cases
against gas victims are being appended.
Finally on behalf of the victims of the
world’s worst industrial disaster we request
you to set up an independent and impartial
inquiry on the incident of violence on 3
December 2011 described above as per
your promise.

We hope that till such an inquiry is
initiated you will give rational and just
direction for withdrawal of criminal cases
against the arrested persons and 2000 gas
victims.
Awaiting your reply, we remain
Thanking You
Sincerely
Rashida Bi, Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila
Stationery Karmchari Sangh
94256 88215
Nawab Khan, Bhopal Gas Peedit Mahila
Purush Sangharsh Morcha
9302792493
Balkrishna Namdeo, Bhopal Gas Peedit
Nirashrit Pension Bhogi Sangharsh Morcha
Satinath Sarangi, Rachna Dhingra, Bhopal
Group for Information and Action
9826167369
Safreen Khan, Children Against Dow
Carbide

Finally on behalf of the victims of
the world’s worst industrial
disaster we request you to set up
an independent and impartial
inquiry on the incident of violence
on 3 December 2011 described
above as per your promise.
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WHY JAN SANSAD ?
•
•
•

Voting once in 5 years does not make a Government of the people, by the
people, for the people, a constant engagement with the people is necessary
The unholy nexus of Governments-political parties-bureaucrats, corporations and
builders and intervening International financial agencies have launched an all out
war against the toiling people of this country
People have to assert their right to life, livelihood and other resources for a just,
equitable and sustainable living

How will the Jan Sansad be constituted & who are to participate ?
We feel that we ought to move forward from our time-tested programmes of Public
Hearings, People's Tribunals (this is no reflection on their efficacy) and organise 'Jan
Sansads' (People's Parliaments) in various parts of the country.
Our Jan Sansad is to be constituted by more than 500 people’s representatives. 67 % of
whom are to be chosen by consensus or elected by struggling / affected / exploited /
disadvantaged people, especially in areas threatened by resource-grabbing, foisting of
various projects, displacement etc., ideally through their Gram Sabha or Mohalla Sabha or
by the community groups. The remaining 33 % to be Jansahayogis such as academics,
intellectuals, professionals, experts and others to be nominated by the movements and
people's groups struggling in those areas.

All individuals, concerned citizens, people's movements, organisations, campaigns having
belief in non-violent social and political change, Secular, non-casteist and non-patriarchal
politics shall participate in Jan Sansad.

What does Jan Sansad Stand for ?
•
•
•
•

Against corporate imperialism, militarisation, casteism and communalism
Against allowing public policy & legislation being decided by internal and
external capitalist forces
For a transparently determined policy and democratic planning and the use of
natural & national resources such as water, coal, oil, minerals
Bring together movements, organisations, campaigns, concerned citizens,
affected people to assert themselves on issues of public interest

Key issues
•
•
•
•

Communities’ control over land, water, forest and aquatic wealth, minerals,
development planning and alternative development.
Inequity to be challenged by various classes like farmers, unprotected workers,
fishworkers, forest workers, artisans, hawkers, labourers and urban poor.
Electoral politics and people – electoral reforms
Corruption – wider perspectives and challenges
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RNI number MAHENG/2006/18083

Proposed Programme of JAN SANSAD




MARCH 19TH: Members of People's Parliament to attend meetings on Delhi specific
issues in Delhi and meet Delhi based activists and organisations
MARCH 20TH – 22ND: Jan Sansad on the key issues mentioned above
MARCH 23RD: A mass rally of people coming from across the country. Finalisation
and adoption of Jan Sansad Resolution amongst thousands [a session with political
party representatives] and March to parliament

Tentative Proceedings
Session 1 : Participating organisations and their representatives present / place before
people important issues / challenges and their proposals for struggle in 2-3 hours.
Session 2 : All those assembled together will engage in dialogue, debate, negotiate
solutions.
Session 3: Jan Sansad to evolve the collective view / opinion on the issues dealt with and
chalk out future programme for struggle as well as reconstruction and pass resolutions
based on possible consensus.

Outcome
A People's Plan of Development and Governance would emerge and resolution of local
issues should raise confidence in the process and help refine it and perhaps endow it with
durability. Such people's plan would have visibility, profile and depth. A strategy and
Action Plan giving impetus to selected / identified representative struggles focusing the
country's attention and effectively challenging existing decisions, projects, policies or laws,
taking the battle to the 'powers-that-be', whether they are Governments or Corporations
should be the result.
Our over all effort is directed towards creating a wider people's movement, a wider family
of activists connected with each other, which will aim at placing before the people an
Alternative to the present polity which is anti-people in every respect. The attempt is also
to create an ongoing people's parliament which will hold its sessions in different places in
the country and start dealing with the issues of the region and forge movement solidarities.
It can become an alternative people’s political forum to bring the truly popular issues to
the political agenda and challenge anti people policies to politics.

National Alliance of People's Movements
6/6, jangpura B, Mathura Road, New Delhi 110 014
ww
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a . o 417
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: 011
24374535
jansansad@napm-india.org | napmindia@gmail.com |
www.napm-india.org | www.jansansad.tumblr.com
Join us on facebook NAPM | Twitter @napmindia
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