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Kudankulam anti-nuclear struggle in spotlight
Anti-dam movement in Assam gains strength
People before profits – Odisha activists
Rights of unorganized sector workers
Unethical and illegal drug or clinical trials
Development projects must not ignore Environment
‘Jan Sansad’ – People’s parliament in-focus!

Nuclear Power vs. People’s Power
If the government
begs technology and money
from America, Japan and France,
it’s in national interest, honey!
If Kudankulam’s people,
scared of nuclear radiation,
take desperate outside help,
they’re against the nation,
What’s this logic,
can you explain, Mr. Prime Minister?
Let people have the facts
and decide if it’s good or sinister!
About Three Mile, Chernobyl, Fukushima, Jaduguda -why don’t you tell everyone?
How many suffered,
has justice been done?
Why did millions demonstrate
in New York, Rome, Bonn and Spain?
Why are the USA, Germany, Japan and others
making new energy plan without nuclear stain?
Who will you listen to? -You need to decide!
Powerful outsiders or your own desperate people
who accept help from outside?

DR RAHUL PANDEY
(The author is an entrepreneur who specializes in operations research model development, supply chain
management, and energy and climate change policy. Formerly he has been a faculty member at IIT Bombay and
IIM Lucknow. Currently he teaches supply chain management and operations strategy courses as a visiting
professor at IIM Lucknow)
2|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

www.napm-india.org

Nov.2011-Jan.2012

TABLE OF CONTENTS
1. Nuclear Power Vs People’s Power………………………………………..…. 2
2. Editorial by Admiral L Ramdas……………………………………………..…. 4
3. Stop Corporatization, Stop Criminalization, Save Democracy… 6
4. Wildlife clearance given to Lower Demwe Project…………………. 9
5. Unorganized Sector Workers Federation formed…………………….11
6. Green Tribunal Stays use of forest land in Uttarakhand…………13
7. An Open Letter by PMANE to the Fellow Citizens of India………15
8. Kudankulam anti-nuke leader makes account public……………..18
9. Right to reject (using Form 17A) in elections………………………….21
10. Medha Patkar refuses Basava Award………………………………………24
11. Unethical and illegal drug trials…………………………………………….25
12. Lavasa’s truth of convenience!....................................27
13. Condolence.................................... .......................28
14. Event reports.................................... ....................28
15. Forthcoming events.................................... .............29
16. Why Jan Sansad (people’s parliament)………………………………….31
17. Tentative programme of Jan Sansad……………………………………..32

“…rejecting all candidates is also a kind of
politics. It is politics of people against the
politics of the parties”
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EDITORIAL
Many
Non-Government
Organizations
and
civil
society groups are forever
struggling
against
Government
and
other
official agencies, for their
violation of ‘Human Rights’
ecological degradation and loss of
livelihood of the people, for example in
giant Hydro Electric projects, Nuclear
power plants and so on. The National
Alliance of People’s Movements (NAPM) has
therefore a great opportunity coming its
way on Mar 11- a few days from now- when
we will be observing the first anniversary of
the disastrous accident and melt down of
the Fukushima Nuclear power plant in
Japan.
The Japanese have not been able to clear
the debris of the disaster even till now to
make it safe from the danger of radiation.
Information received so far indicates that
the Japanese have already spent nearly 15
billion US Dollars trying to sort out the
mess. Knowing all this full well, the Indian
nuclear establishment is merrily going
ahead with its nuclear power programme
and its expansion. The already near
complete Russian built Power plants at
Kudankulam in Tamil Nadu is facing stiff
opposition from the people who do not
want the nuclear power plant to
commission. No doubt the tragedy of
Fukushima has made an impact on the
people and they would like to have power –
but safe power. That seems impossible
from a nuclear power plant–despite many
assurances to the contrary- because even
the manufacturers wish to be exempted
from the responsibility towards any
liabilities in the event of a nuclear
accident. For purely cosmetic reasons the
Government of India has agreed to have a
USD 300 million as the manufacturers
commitment. We have seen that this is
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small change as compared to the 15 billion
USD already spent on Fukushima.
Mrs Lalita Ramdas and I have visited
Kudankulam and have met with all the
people who are struggling for their safety
and livelihood. Most of the affected people
are fishermen who cannot accept the
theory that disposal of hot and
contaminated coolant water into the sea
does not affect the fish. The phenomenon
is already happening in Kalpakam near
Chennai. Most impressive was to see the
women from various villages participating
in the relay fasts. The canard spread about
the funds from foreign hands behind the
movement is utterly false. The money is
coming from the fishermen, who contribute
in rotation, their daily income, for the
sustenance of the program. The money
therefore is no problem. The people have
devised their own ingenuous ways of
managing food, teaching of children after
school etc. Indeed a very fine example of
self -help and community cooperation. The
promised
dialogue
between
the
domestically nominated team of scientists
to discuss with the official team did not
materialize as the officials refused to meet
and answer the people’s queries. All NPCIL
and their couriers and messengers have
said the same thing that it is safe. However
the people are not convinced. They fear a
disaster. One Tsunami was bad but to cap it
with a potential Democles’ sword over their
heads is simply not acceptable to them
It is a fact that people exposed to radiation
are more prone to getting cancer. There
are reports that waters in the Pacific have
been contaminated due to the radiation
leaks into the Pacific Ocean post
Fukushima, and that these have reached
the west coast of the United States. This is
worrying indeed. Naturally the cancer will
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not surface immediately but shows up some
years later.
There are numerous
other
concerns
and
questions
regarding
nuclear power, primarily
though
it
concerns
safety. The Planning
commission itself has
opined that there is a
solar potential equaling
500,000 MW waiting to
be tapped. This alone
will take care of India’s
need for the next 200
years. If we can do
something to save the
nearly 40% loss in
production Transmission
and Distribution totaling
about 150,000 MW, we
can do without the
60,000 MW proposed to
be added to the grid by
Nuclear power by 2032!
The cost for erecting
these planned killer
plants is nearly 300
billion US Dollars. An
ambitious target even if
it could be executed on
time.

solar was being quoted as a disincentive;
this bogey has since been corrected as with
each advancing year the
costs of solar production,
technologies
and
improved PV batteries all
make
it
not
only
competitive but cheaper.

The Planning commission
itself has opined that
there is a solar potential
equaling 500,000 MW
waiting to be tapped.
This alone will take care
of India’s need for the
next 200 years. If we can
do something to save the
nearly 40% loss in
production Transmission
and Distribution totaling
about 150,000 MW, we
can do without the
60,000 MW proposed to
be added to the grid by
Nuclear power by 2032!
The cost for erecting
these planned killer
plants is nearly 300
billion US Dollars.

Many reasons including,
the
challenge
of
supplying millions of
cubic meters of water
for cooling of these
plants is daunting. The
accumulation of nuclear
waste would also pose a
problem
for
the
authorities. Till now
there is no way found
for the safe disposal of
nuclear waste. Hitherto the cost factor of
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We are a country where
we start the day with the
“surya namaskar” Let us
use it for our energy
starved Indians in a
cheap and clean way. We
do not need costly grids
to
do
that.
Decentralised distribution,
managed by Gram Sabhas
can easily do the same.
This is where the efforts
of an organization like
the NAPM come into their
own. Awareness building
and sharing of the
scientific knowledge will
be a very necessary and
challenging task ahead.
Hopefully
the
policy
makers and others will
take heed and create a
free, beautiful,
independent and a safe
India in the years ahead.

ADMIRAL L RAMDAS
(Admiral L Ramdas is the
former Chief of Indian Navy,
and a senior peace activist
whose efforts in trying to
demilitarise and denuclearize
South Asia were also
recognized in form of the
Ramon Magsaysay Award
which was conferred upon
him in 2004)
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Stop Corporatization, Stop
Criminalization, Save Democracy
Save People, Save Resources, Save Civilization, Save Life
Ever since the frontiers of the country were
made open to the global economic and
market forces for ruthless exploitation of
the rich natural resources and for the
launching of an unethical, unreasonable
and unjust market with growing potential
to expand itself to meet the artificially
engineered needs of an expanding middle
class, the pillars of democracy started
crumbling down. History of centuries old,
which keeps us reminding every now and
then that, India is a land of unique and ugly
social inequalities and which do overlap
with economic boundaries quite often, was
conveniently ignored. The dominance of
market over everything else- social,
political and economic was designed
without giving any thought to the
possibility that the gaps only will widen and
the bridge may not be a reality in future
history. The 1990s not only marked the rise
of big capital and corporate raj, it did also
witness the beginning of the death of
democracy which could not be revived
again without hardships and sacrifices. The
10th year of reforms began with bloody
tribute to the corporate raj when three
tribals Abhilash, Raghunath and Damodar
laid down their lives in the altar of Utkal
Alumina led by the Birlas while defending
their right to life, livelihood and democracy
on 16th December, 2000.
Corporate takeover of rich natural
resources and state complicity in the
crimes made its presence felt not only in
Kashipur, it started reaching out to all
resource rich places across the state. On
January 2, 2006, 14 anti-displacement
tribals in Kalinganagra were killed by the
police for the Tatas. A few more died later
in the hands of private goons and also
6|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

because they were not allowed to take
emergency health care as the entire area
had been turned in to an open house
prison. No mainstream political party came
to their help. All basic services were
stopped to the area. Hundreds of false
cases were framed against the innocent
villagers. The same situation was made to
repeat in anti-POSCO agitation area. POSCO
inspired assault was common place and
innocent villagers did not have any escape
route expecting that of courting arrest or
to live a prisoner’s life. The story of
repression by Vedanta is known all over the
world. Sukru Majhi in Lanjigarh and Dula
Mondal in Govindapur of POSCO agitation
area are being remembered in their
respective places as the ecological martyrs.
The Bhusans have become more notorious
than anyone else. The Mittals, Uttam Galva
and RSB metals are going ahead with their
criminal activities in their respective areas.
But the incident that happened in Jindal’s
Angul
empire
would
shock
any
conscientious and right thinking citizen of a
democracy. The victims of Jindal’s
injustice had gone to the Angul factory of
JSPL on January 25, 2012 (a day before the
Republic Day) to talk to the authorities for
resolving their outstanding displacement

Corporate takeover of rich
natural resources and state
complicity in the crimes made
its presence felt not only in
Kashipur, it started reaching
out to all resource rich places
across the state.
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and rehabilitation issues. Suddenly, the
Jindal authority started attacking them.
The women who were in the forefront were
sexually assaulted and brutally attacked
with sharp weapons. Even children who
were in their mother’s lap could not escape
the wrath of the company. About 200
innocent and peaceful protestors who were
victims of Jindal’s land acquisition project
were injured and six of them are still
battling for survival. The demonstration of
the Jindal displacement villages and
violence affected people has entered 25th
day today.
At the same time, the villagers of
Rengapali near Lanjigarh Vedanta factory
have been put in an open house prison by
the company. All essential services to them
have been stopped and people have been
forced to live in atmosphere of fear and
pollution. When they opposed the illegal
expansion work of the company involving
cutting off the only road to their village,
they were brutally beaten up and 47 of
them were arrested and put in judicial
custody for three weeks. Now the police at
the behest of the company are spreading
terror in the area by threatening the
Dongaria tribes of dire consequences if they
dared to come to their scared spot on
Niyamgiri for an annual puja in the last
week of February. The Victims of Vedanta’s
injustice and violence are being branded as
Maoists -a convenient mechanism to crush
any just movement.
Starting from Kashipur to Angul and from
Tatas to the Jindals, Bhusans, Vedanta,
Mittals and Birlas, the untold miseries and
sufferings of the democratic citizens of the
state is continuing with the Odisha state
joining hands with perpetrators of violence
and with democratic authorities shying
away from constitutional responsibilities
and obligations.
The Corporate Himsha Virodhi Samanawaya
Samiti very strongly feels that the
corporate engineered violence either done
through the state police or by private
7|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

Starting from Kashipur to
Angul and from Tatas to the
Jindals, Bhusans, Vedanta,
Mittals and Birlas, the untold
miseries and sufferings of the
democratic citizens of the
state is continuing with the
Odisha state joining hands
with perpetrators of violence
and with democratic
authorities shying away from
constitutional responsibilities
and obligations.
militia must end if there is any respect for
democracy and constitution in the state.
The incidences of violence have become
more commonplace these days with more
and more innocent victims of irresponsible
industrialization facing death and fatal
injuries. The Samiti which has been formed
by people belonging to left and progressive
political forces are all working closely with
the common men more particularly the
tribals, dalits, farmers, fishermen, daily
wage earners, landless peasants and
helpless share croppers. The leaders of the
Samiti have met the governor on 22
February, 2012, and appealed him with a
memorandum saying that, since the
government of the day is visibly seen to be
promoting
the
interests
of
the
corporations, the chief minister will not act
on its own wisdom to put a full stop to it.
Thus,
Rajyapaliji
must
intervene
immediately and ask the chief minister to
do the following:
1. To prepare a white paper on the plight
of the displaced for the last 12 years.
Where are they, how are they and how
many cases have been registered against
them, how many are in jails, how many
have died and how many injured, how
many have been compensated because of
violence against them need to be clearly
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spelt out in the white paper and submitted
in the floor of the Assembly.

of the district police and administration
who were complicity to the crimes.

2. To also report what action has been
taken against criminal companies and
culprit officials?

5. Along with this we would also like to
endorse the demands raised by Angul Jindal
oustees that all the promises made to them
by the company are met with which
necessarily
includes
adequate
compensation and employment for all of
them. Lands forcibly taken may be
returned with immediate effect.

3. To form a statutory commission to
record and investigate violence done on the
people of an area where any corporate
project is coming up and resistance to
them is there in any form active or passive.
The so called supporters of project or
Sapakhya badis are in fact corporate
sponsored private goons who the state is
knowingly promoting to crush any just and
peaceful opposition.
4. To clearly give an order for investigation
of the ruthless and brutal violence of Jindal
Steel and Power Company in Angul where
the women protesters have been sexually
assaulted and mercilessly beaten up. No
action has been taken against the company

8|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

Members of
who addressed the meeting
included Prafulla Samantara, Radhakant Sethi,
Suresh Panigrahi, Sibaram, Bhalachandra, Rabi
Behera, Mahendra Parida, Pramila Behera,
Jayadeb Nayak, Dabur Kalundia, Yogendra
Gadanayak, Janaki Rao Sima Sethi and others

PRAFULLA SAMANTARA
(The author is the Convener of ‘Corporate Himsha
Virodhi Samanawaya Samiti, Odisha’ (Coordination
Committee Against Corporate Violence in Odisha)
and a national convener of NAPM)
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KMSS condemns Jayanti
Natarajan for wildlife clearance
given to Lower Demwe Project
Akhil Gogoi, Secretary and Raju Bora,
President of the Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samiti (KMSS), Assam, states that despite
protest from the people of Assam and the
concerns raised by the Assam government,
the Ministry of Environment and Forests
(MOEF) has finally given wildlife clearance
to the Lower Demwe project citing the
need for development. This has again
proved how insensitive the Indian
government is and also how helpless the
Assam government is. The KMSS reacts to
this and says that nowhere in the ministry’s
order the concern of Assam has been
mentioned and sincerely addressed.
The KMSS laments that the Assam
government can only protest. The Assam
government has been unable to bring
justice. Mrs. Jayanti Natarajan, country’s
Minister of Environment who has never
visited the chars in Assam now claims that
the dam will have only minimum impact.
She also claims that the animals learn to
live in the new situation and hence no need
to worry. She virtually condemns the Dr
Asad Rehmani of Bombay Natural History
Society, who earlier highlighted how
disastrous this project would be for Assam,
for not understanding this issue. It must be
mentioned here that Dr Rehmani submitted
a full length report on the Lower Demwe
citing massive ecological damage in the
downstream. In the 24th meeting of the
Standing Committee of the National Board
of Wildlife which met on 13th December
2011 all the non-official members
supported Dr Rehmani’s proposal for
rejection of this project. Dr Rehmani also
suggested for additional studies in the
coming years. The report especially
mentioned
the
formation
of
an
9|T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

Mrs. Jayanti Natarajan, country’s
Minister of Environment who has
never visited the chars in Assam
now claims that the dam will have
only minimum impact. She also
claims that the animals learn to live
in the new situation and hence no
need to worry. She virtually
condemns the Dr Asad Rehmani of
Bombay Natural History Society,
who earlier highlighted how
disastrous this project would be for
Assam, for not understanding this
issue. It must be mentioned here
that Dr Rehmani submitted a full
length report on the Lower Demwe
citing massive ecological damage in
the downstream.
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independent consortium of scientists to
review the project. The Ministry’s order
simply ignores these critical issues. The
KMSS condemns the fact that the Ministry
also forgets to mention that people also
live downstream.
The KMSS claims this again proved how the
Assam is the worst victim of the present
hydro-power
policies.
The
Indian
government
completely
ignored
the
presence of Assam in downstream of this
project. Not only that the government
gives clearance to the project by strongly
saying that the IIT Roorkee will only study
any future environmental study for this
project. The KMSS condemns the Ministry’s
position that any such study will begin only
after construction begins.

The KMSS says that this order of the Indian
government finally proved the issues raised
by it for long. That in the name of
development and dam building Assam is not
going to get anything and Assam’s problems
cannot be solved unless policies are
changed. The KMSS demands that the
Assam government must immediately
protest against this. The KMSS reiterated
that the government of India must stop this
mockery and engage with sincerity about
the concerns of the people of Assam .

AKHIL GOGOI
(The author is the Secretary of Krishak Mukti
Sangram Samiti (KMSS), Assam, and national
convener, NAPM)

“Assam is the worst victim of the
present hydro-power policies. The
Indian government completely ignored
the presence of Assam in downstream
of this project. Not only that the
government gives clearance to the
project by strongly saying that the IIT
Roorkee will only study any future
environmental study for this project.
The KMSS condemns the Ministry’s
position that any such study will begin
only after construction begins”
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Unorganized Sector Workers
Federation formed
Various Governments reports including that
of the National Commission for Enterprises
in the Unorganized Sector (NCEUS), have
indicated that 93% of labour force belongs
to the Unorganized Sector, which also
contains Bonded and Child Labour. In
addition more than 50% of the Organized
Sector laborers are also unorganized,
meaning that 96% of workers in this country
are unorganized. These unorganized
workers are not only being exploited but
are also being marginalized due to
globalization and liberalization policies.
Lack of protection, deprivation and denial
of livelihood rights are being faced by the
defenseless working class. So there is a
need to build a strong forum of
unorganized workers.
The first formation meeting of the
unorganized sector workers was held on 3rd
of December 2011 at Ambedkar Bhawan,
Jhandewallan in New Delhi.
Representatives from eight states Delhi,
Bihar, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
Orissa, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh
participated in the meeting.
The participants from the various trade
unions discussed the problems of the
unorganized sector workers and felt that
the independent unions of unorganized
workers unions should come together to
constitute a National Platform in the form
of an National Federation and the following
resolutions were unanimously passed in
order to organize various sectoral groups
such as Construction workers, salt workers,
hand embroidery workers, fish workers,
bonded labour, migrant workers, women
workers across the country. A National
Federation would monitor the working of
existing laws such as BOCW Acts, work for
11 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

amendments to important laws such as
UWSS Act 2008, ISMW Act etc, Uniformity
and portability of welfare schemes,
National level minimum wage, Liberation of
Bonded Labour, Elimination of Child
Labour, Protection of Unprotected Labour
including Women Labour, Migrant Labour
families
and
ensure
comprehensive
protection and livelihood rights in the face
of globalization policies and rising prices
and loss of livelihoods.
The

following

decisions

were

taken

Various Governments reports
including that of the National
Commission for Enterprises in the
Unorganized Sector (NCEUS), have
indicated that 93% of labour force
belongs to the Unorganized Sector,
which also contains Bonded and
Child Labour. In addition more than
50% of the Organized Sector
laborers are also unorganized,
meaning that 96% of workers in this
country are unorganized.
These unorganized workers are not
only being exploited but are also
being marginalized due to
globalization and liberalization
policies. Lack of protection,
deprivation and denial of livelihood
rights are being faced by the
defenseless working class. So there
is a need to build a strong forum of
unorganized workers.
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unanimously in the meeting:
1. The Independent Unions in the
Unorganised Labour would come together
to constitute National Federation of
Unorganized Labour.
2. The Bye laws were read out and
unanimously accepted by the assembly of
representatives including admission fee for
unions to be Rs. 500 and membership fee
will be Rs.1 per worker per year and Head
office to be in Delhi
3. The following Executive Body was
unanimously
elected
through
Zonal
Representative consultation and more
would be co-opted:

President: Subhash Bhatnagar
General Secretary: R. Geetha
Treasurer: Ramender
Vice Presidents: Milind Baber
(Maharashtra), Kiran Kamal Prasad
(Karnataka), Shivji Prasad Yadav

(Bihar), RoopSingh, Kanta Prasad
Gupta (Bhagalpur)
Joint Secretaries: Chinmyee (Delhi),
Krishnaji (Tamilnadu), Vipul Pandya
(Gujarat), Arup Chatterjee
(Jharkhand), Madhukant Pathria
(Maharashtra), Atal Behari Sharma,
Pradeep Kumar
Patrons: VR Krishna Iyer and Swami
Agnivesh
Advisers: TS Sankaran, RN Pandey,
and R Venkataramani
4. It was decided to campaign for
Amendments to UWSS Act 2008 and ISMW
Act, National Minimum Wage, Liberation of
Bonded Labour and Elimination of child
Labour and Protection of Women Workers
and Migrant Labour and for Comprehensive
Protection and Livelihood Rights.
5. It was decided to conduct a Yatra across
the country to unite the various categories
of unorganized workers and to campaign
for the above.

It was decided to campaign for
Amendments to UWSS Act 2008 and
ISMW Act, National Minimum Wage,
Liberation of Bonded Labour and
Elimination of child Labour and
Protection of Women Workers and
Migrant Labour and for Comprehensive
Protection and Livelihood Rights
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Green Tribunal Stays use of
forest land for AlaknandaBadrinath HEP in Uttarakhand
Alaknanda-Badrinath HEP (300 MW)
River- Alaknandaganga
Agency: GMR Energy Limited
On 15th February, 2012, National Green
Tribunal has ordered that no trees on the
forest land proposed to be diverted for the
300 MW Alaknanda (Badrinath) Hydropower
project in Uttarakhand be cut without the
prior permission of the Tribunal. This was
in response to an appeal (no 7/2012 dated
31-1-12) filed by Vimal Bhai of Matu
Jansangthan and Dr. Bharat Jhunjhunwala,
challenging the forest clearance given by
the Union Ministry of Environment and
Forest on Nov 8, 2011.
It may be recalled that the Union Ministry
of Environment and Forest had overruled
the decision of the Forest Advisory
Committee to twice reject the forest
clearance to the project in their meetings
on May 30-31, 2011 and Oct 12, 2011. The
Wildlife Institute of India (WII), through a
report commissioned by the ministry had
also recommended that the project should
not be taken up considering the serious
nature of impacts due to the projects. WII
has concluded, on the basis of which Forest
Advisory Committee has taken the decision,
that “Alaknanda-Badrinath and Kotlibhel IB
support
significant
ecological/wildlife
values
that
include
irreplaceable
components. Any form of development in
these areas will have irreversible and unmitigable negative impacts on these
values.”
The Alaknanda-Badrinath hydro project is
located in the buffer zone of Nanda Devi
Biosphere Reserve which has two core
zones the Nanda Devi National Park (NP)
13 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

On 15th February,
2012, National
Green Tribunal has
ordered that no
trees on the forest
land proposed to
be diverted for the
300 MW Alaknanda
(Badrinath)
Hydropower
project in
Uttarakhand be cut
without the prior
permission of the
Tribunal

and Valley of Flowers National Park. Both
the core zones are inscribed as UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Also it is very close to
the prestigious God Badrinath Temple. The
ecological sensitive region is at the height
of more than 2800 meters and very close to
glacier.
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NGT Order dated 15-2-12 says:
"Heard Mr. Dutta, Learned Counsel for
Appellant. The case is admitted subject to
limitation. Issue Notice to Respondents.
Requisites shall be filed within 5 days. An
extra copy be served upon Ms. Neelam
Rathore,
who
usually
appears
for
Respondent No. 1 (MoEF). She is also
directed to file the reply of MoEF by next
date. List this matter on 21st March, 2012.
In the meanwhile, no trees existing on
forest land proposed to be diverted shall be
felled without obtaining prior permission of
this Tribunal.

It is also recalled here that the
Environment Clearance dated 12-03-2008 of
this project was challenged in the then
National Environment Appellate Authority
(NEAA) {the then authority where
environment
clearance
could
be
challenged} by Matu Jansangthan in 29-072008 appeal No. (FR) 7/2008 but has not
been entertained by NEAA as it was outside
the time limitation by its order dated 0808-2008.”

VIMAL BHAI
(The author represents Matu Jansangthan and is also
the national convener of NAPM)

Photo credit: matuganga.blogspot.in
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An Open Letter by PMANE to the
Fellow Citizens of India
Dear Sisters and Brothers of India:
Greetings! Please accept our sincere thanks
for your keen interest in our struggle and
the kind support for our cause. As you
know, we, the fisherfolks, farmers,
shopkeepers, Dalit workers, beedi-rolling
women and others near the southernmost
tip of India, have been fighting against the
Koodankulam Nuclear power Project
(KKNPP) since the late 1980s.
This Russian project was shelved right after
the Soviet Union’s collapse and taken up
again in 1997. The Indian government and
Russians have constructed two huge
reactors of 1000 MW each without any
consent of or consultation with the local
people. We have just obtained the
outdated Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) report after 23 years of long and hard
struggle. The Indian nuclear authorities
have not shared any basic information
about the project with the public. They do
not give complete and truthful answers for
our questions on the ‘daily routine
emissions’ from these reactors, the amount
and management of nuclear waste, fresh
water needs, impact of the coolant water
on our sea and seafood, decommissioning
costs and effects, Russian liability and so
forth. We are deeply disturbed by all this.
Our people watched the Fukushima
accident of March 11, 2011 on TV at their
homes and understood the magnitude and
repercussions of a nuclear accident. Right
after that on July 1, 2011, the KKNPP
announced the ‘hot run’ of the first reactor
that made so much noise and smoke.
Furthermore, the authorities asked the
people, in a mock drill notice, to cover
their nose and mouth and run for their life
in case of an emergency. As a result of all
15 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

these, our people in Koodankulam and
Idinthakarai villages made up their minds
and took to the streets on their own on
August 11, 2011. Then we all together
decided to host a day-long hunger strike on
August 16 at Idinthakarai and a three-day
fast on August 17-19 at Koodankulam. On
the 17th itself authorities invited us for
talks and asked us to postpone our struggle
to the first week of September because of
the upcoming Hindu and Muslim festivals. In
a few days’ time, the chief of the

We have just obtained the
outdated Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA)
report after 23 years of long
and hard struggle. The Indian
nuclear authorities have not
shared any basic information
about the project with the
public. They do not give
complete and truthful answers
for our questions on the ‘daily
routine emissions’ from these
reactors, the amount and
management of nuclear waste,
fresh water needs, impact of
the coolant water on our sea
and seafood, decommissioning
costs and effects, Russian
liability and so forth. We are
deeply disturbed by all this.
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Department of Atomic Energy (DAE)
announced that the first reactor would go
critical in September 2011.

for the past 201 days and the morale of the
people is still very very high.

There is no foreign country
So we embarked upon an
or agency or money involved
There is no
indefinite hunger strike on
in this classic people’s
September 11, 2011 and our
struggle to defend our right
foreign
country
women blocked a state road
to life and livelihood. Our
on September 13 for a few
fishermen, farmers, workers
or agency or
hours when the state and
and women make small
money involved
central
governments
voluntary donations in cash
continued to ignore us. The
and kind to sustain our
in this classic
state Chief Minister invited
simple Gandhian struggle.
people’s
struggle
us for talks on September
Our needs are very few and
21, 2011, and passed a
expenses much less. We only
to defend our
cabinet resolution the next
provide safe drinking water
right to life and
day asking the central
to the hunger strikers and
government to halt all the
visitors. People from all over
livelihood. Our
work until the fears and
Tamil Nadu (and sometimes
fishermen,
concerns of the local
from other parts of India)
people were allayed. We
come on their own arranging
farmers,
workers
ended our hunger strike on
their own transportation. For
the 22nd but went on
our own occasional travel,
and women make
another round of indefinite
we hire local taxis.
small voluntary
hunger strike from October
9 to 16 when the talks with
Instead of understanding the
donations in
the Indian Prime Minister
people’s genuine feelings and
cash
and
kind
to
failed. We laid siege in
fulfilling our demands, the
front of the KKNPP on
government
has
foisted
sustain our
October 13-16, 2011 when
serious cases of ‘sedition’
simple Gandhian
the KKNPP authorities did
and ‘waging war on the
not halt work at the site as
Indian state’ on the leaders
struggle. Our
per the Tamil Nadu state
of our movement. There are
needs
are
very
cabinet
resolution.
We
as many as 180-200 cases on
ended both the indefinite
us. There have been police
few and expenses
hunger strike and the siege
harassment,
intelligence
much less. We
on October 16 in order for
officers’ stalking, concocted
our people to participate in
news reports in the proonly
provide
safe
the local body elections on
government media, abuse of
the 17th. From October 18,
our family members, hate
drinking water to
2011, we have been on a
mail, death threats and even
the hunger
relay
hunger
strike
physical attack.
continuously (138th day
strikers and
today). We have been
Although
India
is
a
visitors.
carrying out massive rallies,
democracy,
our
Delhi
village campaigns, public
government has been keen
meetings,
seminars,
on safeguarding the interests
conferences, and other demonstrations
of the MNCs and pleasing some powerful
such as shaving our heads, cooking on the
countries such as the United States, Russia,
street, burning the models of the nuclear
France etc. The welfare of the ‘ordinary
plants etc. This struggle has been going on
citizens’ of India does not figure on their
16 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A
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list of priorities. The central government
security and superpower status. We
and the ruling Congress party stand by the
demand risk-free electricity, disease-free
secretive nuclear agreements they have
life,
unpolluted
natural
resources,
made with all different countries and
sustainable development and harmless
consider us as stumbling blocks on their
future. They say the Russian nuclear power
road to development. The main opposition
plants are safe and can withstand
party, Bharatiya Janata Party (Hindu
earthquakes and tsunamis. But we worry
nationalist party) is interested in the
about their side-effects and after-effects.
nuclear weapons program and making India
They speak for their scientist friends and
a superpower and hence loves everything
business partners and have their eyes on
nuclear. It is ironic that
commissions
and
these two corrupt and
kickbacks. But we fight
“This is a classic Davidcommunal forces join
for our children and
Goliath fight between
hands with each other
grandchildren,
our
against their own people.
progeny,
our
animals
and
the ‘ordinary citizens’
They bend backwards to
birds, our land, water,
of India and the
please their American
sea, air and the skies.
and other bosses but
powerful Indian
question our integrity
Please keep us on your
government supported
and
nationalist
prayers/
meditations/
by the rich Indian
credentials.
thoughts/ conversations
and keep an eye on the
capitalists, MNCs,
Our leaders and the
developments here in the
imperial powers and the
group of 15 women were
southernmost
tip
of
global nuclear mafia.
physically attacked on
India. You can write to
January 31, 2012 at
the Tamil Nadu Chief
They promise FDI,
Tirunelveli
by
the
Minister
Ms.
J.
nuclear
power,
Congress
thugs
and
Jayalalitha
requesting
development, atom
Hindutva Fascists when
her
to
stop
this
we had gone for talks
dangerous project. You
bombs, security and
with
the
central
could also write to our
superpower
status.
We
government expert team.
Prime Minister not to
demand risk-free
Now the government cuts
drag India in the opposite
electricity
supply
so
direction when the whole
electricity, disease-free
often
and
so
world
is
going the
life,
unpolluted
natural
indiscriminately in order
‘beyond thermal and
to drive home the
nuclear’ route. Thanking
resources, sustainable
message that nuclear
you once again, we send
development and
power plant is needed for
you our best personal
harmless future.”
additional power. They
regards and all peaceful
try to create resentment
wishes.
and opposition among the
public against our anti-nuclear struggle.
Cordially,
To put it all in a nutshell, this is a classic
David-Goliath fight between the ‘ordinary
citizens’ of India and the powerful Indian
government supported by the rich Indian
capitalists, MNCs, imperial powers and the
global nuclear mafia. They promise FDI,
nuclear power, development, atom bombs,
17 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

SP UDAYAKUMAR, M PUSHPARAYAN,
Fr MP JESURAJ,S SIVASUBRAMANIAN,
FR F JAYAKUMAR and others.
Peoples’ Movement Against Nuclear
Energy (PMANE), Idinthakarai 627 10,
Tirunelveli District, Tamil Nadu, India
Email: koodankulam@yahoo.com
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Kudankulam anti-nuke leader
makes account public
[1] The Central Government of India does
not want to acknowledge the simple fact
that even "ordinary citizens" of India have a
mind of their own, can take a stand on
policy issues and "development" projects
that affect their lives and stand up for their
rights to life and livelihood.

any anti-nuclear activities in India. A few
local NGOs in Tamil Nadu belonging to
Christian
institutions
and
Christian
individuals
have
been
blacklisted,
scrutinized and harassed recently. All of
them have rightly denied that they have
had nothing to do with our struggle.

Instead, the Honorable Prime Minister and
some of the ministers in the Government of
India have been accusing us of receiving
money from some NGOs in the United
States and Scandinavian countries, and
collaborating with foreigners and so forth.
The GoI even detained a foreign tourist
from Germany at Nagercoil recently and
deported him without proving anything. He
has been talking to the Indian Press saying
that he has had nothing to do with funding

It is pertinent to note that this Government
has opened up not just our economy but
the whole country to all the foreigners,
their MNCs and FDI etc. They even tried
recently to hand over all the retail
businesses to foreigners at the cost of
millions of Indian families. When the whole
country opposed the move valiantly, they
have just put it on hold. And THEY are
accusing us of having foreign collaboration
and foreign money connections.

The Honorable Russian
Ambassador should explain to
Indians why his country and
his country's companies do
not want to give any liability
whatsoever for the
Koodankulam reactors. If they
are the best and the most
perfect in the whole wide
world, why can't Russia offer
the maximum and unlimited
liability for the Koodankulam
reactors? Why do they hide
behind the secret IGA (InterGovernmental Agreement)
they signed with the
Government of India in 2008?

[2] The Russian and American diplomats are
all interfering in our internal affairs now
freely and expressing opinions, especially
about foreign funding. This presages the
New East India Companies meddling in our

If the United States is so
earnest in all its business
dealings, why do they
keep pressurizing the
Indian politicians and
bureaucrats to water down
the Indian liability act?
What moral legitimacy do
Russian and American
authorities have to talk
about anybody's financial
dealings in the world?

affairs from now on and even dictating
terms to us, Indians.
The Honorable Russian Ambassador should
explain to Indians why his country and his
country's companies do not want to give
any
liability
whatsoever
for
the
Koodankulam reactors. If they are the best
and the most perfect in the whole wide
world, why can't Russia offer the maximum
and unlimited liability for the Koodankulam
reactors? Why do they hide behind the
secret IGA (Inter-Governmental Agreement)
they signed with the Government of India
in 2008?
If the United States is so earnest in all its
business dealings, why do they keep
pressurizing the Indian politicians and
bureaucrats to water down the Indian
liability act? What moral legitimacy do
Russian and American authorities have to
talk about anybody's financial dealings in
the world?

water. The Koodankulam people have
offered rice porridge or a simple vegetarian
meal on a couple of occasions (when we
laid a siege) from their own contributions.
We do not offer any daily wages, or food,
or alcohol or pocket money to the
participants as some Indian political parties
often do in their party events.
Obviously, these money-minded politicians
cannot fathom the spontaneous, powerful
and revolutionary uprising of the "ordinary
citizens" of India who have had enough of
these
corrupt
self-seeking
immoral
drunkards and womanizers. Our struggle
and our people speak a totally different
language of truth and justice which these
power-hungry unruly elements cannot and
will not understand.
[4] As the Coordinator of the ongoing
struggle, I would like to establish the fact
that I have not solicited or received or
handled any money from anybody for this
struggle. To prove this point, I am giving
below my and my family's income details,
properties, bank accounts and loans.

[3] As the Coordinator of this genuine,
spontaneous and truthful struggle of the
"ordinary citizens" of India, I would like to
clarify that we have
not
received
any
As the Coordinator of this
money from any Indian
genuine, spontaneous and
or international NGO
or business house, or
truthful struggle of the
political party.
Our
activities
are
funded exclusively by
the
voluntary
contributions of our
fishermen,
formers,
shopkeepers, workers
and
beedi-rolling
women. People who
come
to
our
protests/activities
arrange their own
transportations. We,
the organizers of the
relay hunger strike,
offer nothing more
than safe drinking

"ordinary citizens" of
India, I would like to
clarify that we have not
received any money from
any Indian or
international NGO or
business house, or
political party
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[A] INCOME
My wife and I depend
on agricultural income
from our lands, and
occasional
speaking
and
teaching
fees,
researching and writing
fees. We both have
PAN numbers, audit our
personal
accounts
annually,
and
pay
income taxes.
[B] PROPERTIES
Inherited
From Father: 5 cents
land
and
house
Nagercoil
Village,
Kanyakumari District
From Mother: 7.5 cents
land
and
house
Nagercoil
Village,
Kanyakumari District;
Nov.2011-Jan.2012

14 cents land paddy field Thiruppathisaram
Village, Kanyakumari District
Purchased
location)

(Date

of

Purchase,

area,

26.03.1994 10 cents land Nagercoil Village,
Kanyakumari District
21.12.1994 to 30.03.2000 3.77 acres
Neendakarai Village, Kanyakumari District
(10 pieces)
01.07.1998 to 23.03.1999 8.435 acres
Azhagiapandiapuram Village, Kanyakumari
District
(4 pieces)
9.9.2005 7.5 cents land and house
Nagercoil Village, Kanyakumari District
02.05. 2008 91 cents Azhagiapandiapuram
Village, Kanyakumari District
(2 pieces)
[C] BANK ACCOUNTS
(Bank Name, Branch, A/C NO., Balance as
recorded the last time)
My a/c
SBI, Nagercoil HO, a/c 10843375998,
4953.84
TMB, Edalakudy, a/c 92100050084848,
1703.05
Wife's (Meera Udayakumar) a/c
SBI, Nagercoil HO, a/c 10843378900,
1380.72
TMB, Edalakudy, a/c 92100050303549,
309.00
Canara Bank, Kottar, a/c 1111101027576,
2331.00
SACCER Trust a/c
SBI, Kottar, a/c 10663109330, 5716.07
SACCER Matriculation School a/c
Indian
Bank,
Meenakshipuram,
460443812, 12632.00

FCRA registration; accepts legal donations
from local individuals and institutions;
audits the accounts annually. The school
owns two vans.]
Father's (S. Paramarthalingom) a/c: TMB,
Edalakudy, a/c 92100050018652, 714.19
Mother's (S. Ponmony) a/c: SBI, Nagercoil
HO, a/c 10843329464, 35566.26
[D] JEWEL LOANS
(Bank, Name of the person, Loan amount,
Due Date)
TMB, S.P. Udayakumar, Rs. 1,06,000,
Date 30.3.12
Canara Bank, Meera Udayakumar,
98,000, Due Date 15.4.12
TMB, Meera Udayakumar, Rs. 1,05,000,
Date 23.4.12
TMB, Meera Udayakumar, Rs. 1,20,000,
Date 6.5.12
TMB, S. P. Udayakumar, Rs. 98,000,
Date 8.6.12
TMB, S. Paramarthalingom, Rs. 70,000,
Date 25.10.12

Due
Rs.
Due
Due
Due
Due

Loan Against Deposits
Indian Bank, Meenakshipuram, Rs. 50,000,
Due Date 22.12.2015
(Deposit Amount Rs.1,20,000)
[TMB: Tamilnad Mercantile Bank; SBI: State
Bank of India]
A team of 20 individuals from Idinthakarai
village handles the donations we receive
for the struggle and they keep accounts of
what they receive and spend. They have
recently issued the accounts to the press.

SP UDAYAKUMAR, Ph.D.
a/c

(The author is the Coordinator, Struggle Committee,
People's Movement Against Nuclear Energy PMANE)
March 7, 2012

[The SACCER Trust runs the SACCER
Matriculation School; does not have an
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When Will Voters Get A Chance
To Use RIGHT TO REJECT
Without Hassle?
Section 49 (o) of Conduct of Election
interest if the present corrupt system is
Rules, 1961, allows an Indian voter to not
perpetuated. This is quite clear from their
vote for any of the candidates contesting
attitude towards the voter who try to use
an election by registering it on Form 17 A if
the abovementioned right.
she
feels
that
none
deserve
her
vote.
In the UP assembly
Essentially the Indian voter
elections on 11 February,
Essentially the
has as much a right not to
2012,
in
the
vote as a right to vote.
Mohmmadabad
Indian voter has as
Imagine that more people
constituency
of
Dist.
much a right not to
voted
to
reject
all
Ghazipur at Murki Kalan
vote as a right to
candidates
than
the
polling booth when free
highest number of votes
lance
journalist
and
vote. Imagine that
polled by any candidate.
advocate
Khan
Ahmed
more people voted to
Theoretically, it would
Javed and his wife Razda
reject all candidates
mean that most number of
Javed tried to use their
voters feel that none of
right under section 49(o),
than the highest
the candidates contesting
the sector incharge began
number of votes
that election are fit to
apologising to them saying
polled
by
any
become
a
people's
that he didn't have the
representative. In such a
form 17 A. He requested
candidate.
scenario election would
the couple not to use this
Theoretically, it
have to be countermanded
option. After waiting for
and fresh election called
two hours when they didn't
would mean that
for. In the next round the
succeed in their objective,
most number of
candidates who contested
they gave up and voted for
voters feel that none
the previous time would be
some candidate. On the
barred from contesting as
same day 97 people in
of the candidates
they have been rejected
Gorakhpur were able to
contesting that
by the voters once. Fresh
use their right to reject all
election
are
fit
to
candidates would contest.
candidates but not before
Such a proposition is
Principal
of
Maharana
become a people's
worrisome for the political
Pratap Degree College
representative. In
parties as they fear that if
created a scene at his
such
a
scenario
such a right is allowed to
polling booth. On 19th
be freely used by people
February in Unnao Dist.
election would have
then the people might
freelance journalist Nagesh
to be countermanded
start
rejecting
their
Tripathi was made to sit
and fresh election
candidates.
Even
the
for entire day at his polling
bureaucracy doesn't want
booth No. 79 at Bethar of
called for.
any change in the present
Bhagwant
Nagar
system. It is in their vested
constituency and finally

told at 4 pm to mention on the same
Sitapur if senior journalist M.R. Sharma had
register on which he had signed in the
not intervened at the Jhareekhapur School
morning that he didn't want to vote for
polling booth numbers 115 and 116, Class V
anybody. In the Lucknow East constituency
pass Shanti and Sant Ram were about to be
Bobby Ramakant was first misled by the
sent back to their home by the officials
officials present at his booth when they
present at the booth. In this constituency
directed him to the EVM even after he had
283 people exercised their right to reject
mentioned that he didn't want to vote for
all candidates. When Mamta Singh tried to
anybody. After some time they admitted
used her right under section 49 (o) at Moti
that they didn't have form 17 A. He was
Lal Nehru Intermediate College polling
told that he was becoming an obstacle in
booth no. 219 of New Hyderabad colony the
the process of polling. Bobby finally had to
official present there beseeched her not to
vote for a candidate as he had been made
exercise this option and instead vote for
to complete all the formalities required
some candidate. Similarly when student
before voting, like registering to vote, his
Pawan Singh tried to exercise this right at
index finger inked, etc. When Rahul
Matiyari polling booth of Bakshi ka Talab
Dwivedi went to the
constituency he was
same polling booth after
told to vote for some
Does voter awareness
an hour he was asked to
random candiate as in
simply mean to go out to any case his vote would
mention on the register
on which he was made
be wasted. Pawan voted
the
polling
booth
and
to sign that he didn't
for candidate of a
want
to
vote
for
smaller party knowing
cast your vote to any of
anybody. Cleary the
fully well that this
booth level officials had the available candidates? candidate was not going
consulted some senior
to win.
It is quite strange that
colleagues by this time.
voter awareness is
In
the
same
Does
voter
constituency
at
a
awareness
simply
mean
considered a desirable
polling booth at Rani
to go out to the polling
thing but when a voter
Laxmi Bai School in C
booth and cast your
Block of Indira Nagar
vote to any of the
wishes to use her right
when Sudhakar Reddy
available candidates? It
under
section
49
(o)
tried using his right to
is quite strange that
reject all candidates,
voter
awareness
is
eyebrows
are
raised
and
the
official present
considered a desirable
there
pretended
thing but when a voter
comments are passed
ignorance about any
wishes to use her right
about
the
'awareness'
of
such
rule.
Security
under section 49 (o)
personnel present there
such voters. It is almost eyebrows are raised and
were getting impatient
comments are passed
told to her that if she
and he was told that he
about the 'awareness' of
could complain to ADM
such voters. It is almost
didn't want to vote for
when he arrived. Seeing
told to her that if she
anybody
why
did
she
his wife also getting
didn't want to vote for
harrassed Sudhakar gave
anybody why did she
take the trouble of
up and voted for some
take the trouble of
coming to the booth?
candidate as he didn't
coming to the booth?
want his vote to be
She might as well have
She might as well have
wasted. In the Hargaon
just stayed back at
just stayed back at
constituency of Dist.
home. The officials see
22 | T H E M O V E M E N T O F I N D I A

home.

www.napm-india.org

Nov.2011-Jan.2012

it is as a burden if a voter decides to ask
for form 17 A. Their attitude towards the
voters is negative.
The irony of the situation is most
clearly articulated by an honest IAS officer
of the state. He says that the bureaucracy
ensures that free and fair elections take
place but if the voter doesn't have a good
choice then after all the elaborate exercise
and meticulous effort put in a wrong
candidate gets selected through a foolproof
process. The bureaucracy will have to
understand that rejecting all candidates is
also a kind of politics. It is politics of
people against the politics of the parties. If
allowed to use freely, section 49 (o) can be
used by people as an effective tool to
eliminate candidates with corrupt and
criminal background. If the people decide
that they have to prevent undesirable
candidates from reaching the assemblies
and parliament then they may come out in
large numbers to exercise their right to
reject all candidates. The political parties
will also become more careful in choosing
their candidates then. Presently they know
that people have no choice but to elect one

among the candidates of bigger parties and
usaully the people look for the lesser evil.
The political parties outrage the modesty
of voters by offering candidates with
corrupt and criminal backgrounds.
The Chief Election Commissioner
has already said that time has come for the
implementation of right to reject option.
The most effective way for this would be to
provide a button on the EVM at the end of
the list of all candidates. Further a rule
should be made that if more people vote to
reject all candidates than the highest votes
polled by any candidate then the election
should be countermanded. Fresh election
with new candidates should be held.
Candidates rejected by people once should
not be allowed to contest again. In this
manner, hopefully, right candidates would
be selected and the undesirable ones would
be eliminated from the contest.

DR SANDEEP PANDEY
(The author is a Ramon Magsaysay Awardee and
noted social activist with NAPM, Lok Rajniti Manch
and Vice President of Socialist Party)

The irony of the situation is most clearly articulated by
an honest IAS officer of the state. He says that the
bureaucracy ensures that free and fair elections take place
but if the voter doesn't have a good choice then after all
the elaborate exercise and meticulous effort put in a
wrong candidate gets selected through a foolproof
process. The bureaucracy will have to understand that
rejecting all candidates is also a kind of politics. It is
politics of people against the politics of the parties.
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Medha Patkar Refuses
Basava Award

“It would have been an honour to receive this [Basava] award in the name of revolutionary saint
poet, philosopher Shri Basaveshwara of 12th century who promoted social change, reform and
communal harmony. However, collective opinion of movements I am associated with suggests that
Karnataka Government has not been able to deal with the mining scam and other scandals. The
Lokayukta controversy is not yet over and there are disagreements with people's movements on
certain policies related to farmers, workers, unorganised sector workers, slum dwellers and
government's attempt at privatisation and corporatisation of scarce natural resources - land, water,
forests and minerals. I, therefore, would like to state with humility my inability to accept the
award which you may be free to give to any other deserving activist” said Medha Patkar at a public
meeting in Belgaum, Karnataka.
Department of Kannada and Culture, Government of Karnataka, had announced bestowing the
Basava Puraskar 2010 to Medha Patkar by a government notification dated December 3, 2011.
Award contains a citation and Rs. 10 Lakh for contribution towards social change and promotion of
the principles which Saint Basaveshwara championed.
Medha Patkar is leading Lokshakti Abhiyan which started its fourth phase campaign on February 6th
from Mumbai. The Abhiyan is being joined by farmers, activists, academics from different states
and will travel through Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra. The Lokshakti Abhiyan has already been to
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar and Jharkhand. Other members of
the Abhiyan in this phase include Suhas Kolhekar, Suniti S R, Roshanlal Agarwal, Nageh Tripathy,
Vedvati, Raj Singh, Naseevar Babu, Kamlesh, Seela Manswanee, Madhuri Shivkar, Gee Ammena,
Ashu and others.
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Supreme Court Issues Notice to
Government of India and State
of MP in case of Unethical and
illegal Drug Trials
Supreme Court admitted a PIL filed by
Swasthya Adhikar Manch about illegal and
unethical clinical trials conducted on
adults, children and even mentally ill
patients in the country. A notice was issued
to respondents, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), The Drug Controller
General of India (DCGI), Medical Council of
India (MCI) and State of Madhya Pradesh by
the bench of Justice R. M, Lodha and
Justice H. L. Gokhale. The advocate for the
petitioner is Pukhram Ramesh Kumar and
the case was argued by Advocate Sanjay
Parekh.

has also taken the reference of EOW
(Economic Offence Wing) report where
many irregularities has been found during
investigation of drug trials conducted in the
M.G.M. Medical College Indore. It has been
highlighted in the PIL that the irregularities
like, principal investigator being a member
of ethical committee, violation of the
ethical guidelines by principal investigator,
inactive role played by ethical committees,
compensation to patients for adverse
effects not being paid etc. is a serious
violation of laws and medical profession
ethics and also a violation Article 32 of the
constitution.

The Multi-National drug companies are very
powerful and are making profits. After the
Patent amendment came, pursuant to
WTO, amendments were also made in the
Drug and Cosmetic Rules in 1995 in our
Country permitting multi-centric trials,
including of Phase-I trial, which is the first
trial of the new drug on human beings. For
the purpose of clinical trials, these drug
companies
hire
Contract
Research
Organizations (CRO), (more than 100 CROs
exists in our country), who claim that they
will be able to get the clinical trial done at
a low cost and quickly. The trials are
conducted in the countries which are
vulnerable because of poverty and other
reasons. In conducting these trials, the
doctors, with the sole aim of making money
grossly compromise with ethical medical
practices which lead to trial subject to face
either death or serious side effects. The PIL

Swasthya Adhikar Manch hence through
petition has requested the court for Direct
Investigation into the cases of adverse
effects of drug trials including deaths and
submission of the report to the Honorable
Court, examine the present legal set up
and guidelines concerning the clinical
trials, direct the Govt. of Madhya Pradesh
to act on report of EOW, grant of
compensation and other reliefs including
medical treatment to trial patients
adversely affected.
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The petitioner seeks the regulations been
imposed on the said Contract Research
Organizations (C.R.O.) companies that are
operating in unregulated and uncontrolled
fashion. Specially so since it is not
mandatory that these companies be
registered. The petition asserts the CROs
being operated in absence of any
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controlled even from Independent Ethics
committee.
The petitioners asked for an extensive
investigation into the matter of drug trials
which has accounted for a total of 1727
deaths from year 2007 to 2010 as accepted
in Rajya Sabha by Honorable Health
Minister Gulam Nabi Azad. The petition
calls the attention of the judiciary to
innumerable drug trials conducted all over
the nation which roughly amounts to about
4066 clinical drug trial experiments. 3138
of the trials were conducted in the year
2006-2009, 806 trials conducted from Jan
2010 to December 2010 and 928 drug trials
are conducted in the year Feb 2011 (The
data has been taken from the statement
made by Mr. Gulam Nabi Azad in Rajya
Sabha and from RTI replies received by the
petitioner). In Andhra Pradesh about 25,000
women have been subjected to such drug
trials.

The Advocate for the petitioner Mr. Sanjay
Parekh pleaded the matter of unethical
drug trial to be of grave concern to entire
nation with prevailing ambiguity of the
rules and regulations governing such trials,
consequently giving enough space for these
companies to engage into their unethical
and illegal intentions. The petitioners
pleaded the Supreme Court to issue orders
to the respective departments for
reviewing the existing rules of governing
such drug trials and bringing in the desired
amendments. It was also pleaded that the
systematic investigation be ordered in the
all incidences of drug trial suffering from
such irregularities. Taking cognizance of
the matter, the apex court has issued
notices to respective departments and
organizations to submit their response.

AMULYA NIDHI, CHINMAY MISHRA,
BELU GEORGE

Dr Sandeep Pandey had submitted the below comments as member of Institutional Ethics
Committee of Dr Manohar Lohia Institute of Medical Sciences (RMLIMS):

1. Clinical or research trial human participant is an equal partner with dignity
Those who are knowingly (that the drug or treatment they are given as part of research trial may
not work, may harm, may not harm) volunteering their human bodies for a larger social benefit are equal partners to share the positive research outcome (they deal with worst outcomes of a
negative research anyways). For example if a drug is found effective then people who were human
participants of the research project, must also own the drug and get their due share - with dignity.
They should also get credit in awards, accolades that may come in recognition of such research.

2. Clinical or research trial human participant should get standard care for all study
related adverse effects (minor or major) and compensation
It is unethical to deny clinical or research trial human participant standard care and compensation
for adverse effects which are study related. They should also receive compensation of any expense
they incur for any unscheduled visit to clinic/ hospital (for example, if they develop a rash or
allergy or pain and want to show to clinic). This expense should not be an undue inducement but
justifiable incentive to reimburse their expense incurred.

3. Insurance Must
The compensation claim (insurance company, institution, pharma company, donor (if it is
externally funded) etc... ) must be provided for. If PI argues there is NO such risk to the research
trial participant then what is the harm to have this safeguard when they already know fully well
that there is not going to any adverse event? If a research puts participants at high risk then of
course it has to be there, but how can researcher know in advance the human research outcome at
project submission stage?

4. Data Safety Monitoring Board Must
All clinical or research trials should have DSMB that should proactively monitor the data for human
safety, suspend the research if not in human interest, or take such due actions as deemed
necessary for ethical conduct of research.
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Lavasa’s truth of convenience!
NAPM demands action against work
PUNE: In what appears to be a convenient
misinterpretation of the orders of the
Ministry of Forest and Environment and the
Bombay High Court, the Lavasa Corporation
Limited has justified the construction at
the site of the project, however, a perusal
of the orders tells that it is nothing but
another attempt of misleading the people
to keep the project going on. Hence, the
National Alliance of Peoples Movement
demands that the construction activity on
the project site be stopped immediately
and the state government should initiate
the process of contempt of court against
the company. If the state refused to do so
it would amount to mockery of process of
justice.

that “Ordinarily, no court would come in
the way of the petitioners who wish to
withdraw the petitions.

NAPM leader Medha Patkar has stated at a
press conference in Pune that the Lavasa
Corporation has committed contempt of
court by starting construction and
development activity in the project area
violating the order of the Bombay High
Court. According to a news appeared in
‘Lokmat’ and ‘DNA’ on February 11, 2012,
the company has said that “The Bombay
High Court has not issued any restraining
order on construction at Lavasa project
site. The construction at site is resumed
after the ministry granted clearance. The
allegation is baseless and without an iota of
proof.”

This order is in force even today. In
intervening period, it is a fact that the
MoEF has issued clearance to the project.
However, it needs to be underscored that
the clearance is conditional. Our position is
that legally speaking the conditions be met
first, then the same will be reported to the
court and after that the clearance will be
consented by the judiciary. The same
position has been stated during the hearing
of the petitions and only after that the
court has refused to vacate the status quo.
The situation cannot be interpreted in any
other way but that the construction and
development activity carried out by Lavasa
amounts to contempt of court. Action
should be initiated against it and it is the
responsibility of the state government to
ensure that the judicial order is
implemented. It rests with the Collector of
Pune and the Krishna Valley Development
Corporation. If the work is not stopped, it
should be noted that, it would amount to
contempt of court by all parties concerned.

The claim by Lavasa is misleading. The
MoEF has issued a status quo over the
project. Lavasa sought from Bombay High
Court vacation of this order; however the
court rejected the plea. On March 30, 2011
Justice Ranjana Desai and Justice R. G.
Ketkar have issued an order to this effect.
On that day, Lavasa Corporation had
initially sought permission to withdraw the
petition. However, the bench made it clear
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In fact, we were inclined to permit the
petitioners to withdraw the petitions. We
are only of the opinion that MoEF's status
quo order, which this court has refused to
vacate should continue to operate till the
show cause notice is decided.” Because of
this the LCL has approached the Green
tribunal with a prayer that the conditions
should be diluted and minimized so as to be
able to carry out the work lawfully. On the
other hand the HC’s stay order, it is well
known and established as not been
vacated.

MEDHA PATKAR, SUNITI SR, DR
VISHWAMBHAR CHAUDHARI
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CONDOLENCE

The Movement of India is grieved to share that GIRISH SANT, an
inspirational person in Indian energy policy, and the Coordinator
of Prayas-Pune (Energy Group), passed away on 2nd February
2012 in Delhi.

EVENT REPORTS
FARMERS DEMONSTRATION to get
back acquired land and cancellation
of ADANI-PENCH POWER PROJECT
Kisan Sangharsh Samiti (KSS) organized a
demonstration on 23rd February 2012 at Madhya
Pradesh Vidhan Sabha demanding cancellation
of Adani Pench Power Project, Pench Diversion
Project, S.K.S Project, MAXCO Project in
Chindwada district and handing over of land
back to the 50 thousand farmers of 50 villages.
For more information, contact: Dr Sunilam, ex
MLA or Deepak Pauranik, Spokesperson/ State
Secretary, KSS, phone: 9926850848

Medha backs ANTI-DAM campaign
Medha Patkar said on 23 February 2012 in
Assam that the water of river Subansiri
belonged to the people living in its catchment
areas and not to the corporate players and
added that the movement against the dam on
the Subansiri river was same as the Narmada
Bachao Movement. She made these comments

while addressing a mammoth public meeting
near the Subansiri bridge at Thekeraguri in
Lakhimpur organized by Krishak Mukti Sangram
Samiti (KMSS) and other organizations which
are opposing the construction of a mega dam
over the Subansiri river at Gerukamukh by
NHPC. For more information, contact: Akhil
Gogoi, Secretary, KMSS, Assam: Phone: 9435054140

Women FOREST RIGHTS COMMITTEE
meet in Chennai
On 5-6 February 2012, more than 200 women
and men participated from various Forest
regions of Tamil Nadu, Andra Pradesh, Kerala
and Karnataka in two days conference on
women and forest rights in Chennai. The issues
discussed were particularly regarding the
women, community rights and community
governance. Women brought leadership issues
also in the forefront For more information,
contact: Roma, national convener, NAPM:
9415233583, email: romasnb@gmail.com

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
GLOBAL MARCH TO JERUSALEM

across the country in preparation for our
convoy. Moreover the 30th of March is
now becoming a date of major focus &
mobilization & thus the process of
galvanizing & activating the grassroots for
the cause of Palestine is truly well
underway. For more information, please
contact: http://gm2j.com

NATIONAL WATER CONVENTION
IN DELHI
Pani Hakk Abhiyan and Indian Social
Institute are jointly holding a national
convention on Right to water (24-25 March
2012).

The Indian caravan for the “Global March
to Jerusalem”, is all set to depart from
New Delhi on the 9th of March 2012. We, as
Indian’s & as Asian’s are committed to the
freedom of historic Palestine, with
Jerusalem as the capital.
During the course of the last 6 months &
ever since our return from the first ever
collective “Asian Convoy to Gaza”. We have
held numerous meetings across various
cities across India to discuss the need to
rebuild the Palestine Solidarity movement
in our country.
We have received an
excellent response from various social
movements,
mass
organizations
and
important personalities. Thus the issue of
Palestine is once again beginning to strike
deep roots into the agenda of the social
movements and the political parties. The
GMJ is being widely discussed across the
social movements and in that, the GMJAsian Convoy has evoked a lot of interest
and is a topic of widespread discussion. A
number of programs are being organized

This is being organized jointly by
Peace/Insaaf; Focus on Global south;
Satark nagarikata Sangathan; Shehri Mahila
Kamgar Union; PDFI; CITU; Delhi Platform;
PUDR; ISI;Jan Sangharsh Vahini; C FAR;
Delhi Science Forum; Manjeet; All India
Kachra shramik Mahasangh; Water Watch
Alliance; Basic Foundation; Joe Athialy (
BIC); jal samvaad; WaterconventionIndia;
ISI; Peace; India Climate Justice; Harish
Kapoor; Krantikari Lok Adhikar Sangathan;
kavita k (Liberation); madhuresh (NAPM);
yamuna jiye Abhiyan; Bhalaswa Lok Shakti
Manch; sajag Society; Philippe Cullet;
Kachra
Kamgar
Union;
Greenflag
Wasteworkers Union; Citizens Global
Forum; Preeti Sampat; Pritpal Randhawa;
PUCL;Rajendra ravi; Rashtriya Dalit Mahila
Andolan; Angaja Foundation; Pravasi Mahila
Manch; Rishi Kant of Shakti Vahini; Prasar
(Azad); Sadre Alam; Josh ( Saurabh and
Aheli); NCPRI; Saheli; CSE; New Socialist
Initiative
(Subhash
Gatade);
Nirman
Majdoor Sangh (Subhash Bhatnagar);
Krantikari
Yuva
Sangathan;
sujith
Koonan;hazard Centre; Sunil Kumar;CPI
(ML) Red Flag; virbharat Talwar; Hazard
Centre; MKSS; HRLN.
For more information, please contact:
Kiran shaheen, phone: 098180 65092

JAN SANSAD
(People’s Parliament)

thousands [a session with political party
representatives] and March to parliament

Members
of
People's
Parliament
to
attend
meetings on Delhi specific
issues in Delhi and meet Delhi
based
activists
and
organisations.

For more information, please contact:
Madhuresh Kumar, phone: 9818905316,
email: napmindia@gmail.com

March 20th – 22nd: Jan Sansad on the key
issues

A public meeting will be organized on 17th
March 2012, in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh on
land rights, illegal land acquisition and
mining issues. For more information, please
contact: Roma, 9415233583, Dr Sandeep
Pandey, 0522-2347365

March 23rd: A mass rally of people coming
from across the country. Finalisation and
adoption of Jan Sansad Resolution amongst

PUBLIC MEETING ON ILLEGAL
LAND ACQUISITION AND MINING

Subscribe to, or gift a
subscription to your family and
friends of, The Movement of India
Subscription rates:
(within India): Rs 100 per year
(Internationally): US$ 10 per year
Notes:
(1) In case of outstation cheque (outside Lucknow city) please add Rs. 55/ US$ 5
towards Bank charges
(2) Cheques to be made in favour of “The Movement of India” payable in Lucknow
Donations are welcome too.
All donations will be acknowledged in The Movement of India.
Kindly send your mailing address and subscription amount to:
Dr Sandeep Pandey/ Bobby Ramakant
The Movement of India, C-2211, C-block crossing, Indira Nagar, Lucknow-226016. India
Email: bobbyramakant@yahoo.com, ashaashram@yahoo.com
Phones: +91-(0)-522-2347365, +91-98390-73355
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WHY JAN SANSAD ?
•
•
•

Voting once in 5 years does not make a Government of the people, by the
people, for the people, a constant engagement with the people is necessary
The unholy nexus of Governments-political parties-bureaucrats, corporations and
builders and intervening International financial agencies have launched an all out
war against the toiling people of this country
People have to assert their right to life, livelihood and other resources for a just,
equitable and sustainable living

How will the Jan Sansad be constituted & who are to participate ?
We feel that we ought to move forward from our time-tested programmes of Public
Hearings, People's Tribunals (this is no reflection on their efficacy) and organise 'Jan
Sansads' (People's Parliaments) in various parts of the country.
Our Jan Sansad is to be constituted by more than 500 people’s representatives. 67 % of
whom are to be chosen by consensus or elected by struggling / affected / exploited /
disadvantaged people, especially in areas threatened by resource-grabbing, foisting of
various projects, displacement etc., ideally through their Gram Sabha or Mohalla Sabha or
by the community groups. The remaining 33 % to be Jansahayogis such as academics,
intellectuals, professionals, experts and others to be nominated by the movements and
people's groups struggling in those areas.

All individuals, concerned citizens, people's movements, organisations, campaigns having
belief in non-violent social and political change, Secular, non-casteist and non-patriarchal
politics shall participate in Jan Sansad.

What does Jan Sansad Stand for ?
•
•
•
•

Against corporate imperialism, militarisation, casteism and communalism
Against allowing public policy & legislation being decided by internal and
external capitalist forces
For a transparently determined policy and democratic planning and the use of
natural & national resources such as water, coal, oil, minerals
Bring together movements, organisations, campaigns, concerned citizens,
affected people to assert themselves on issues of public interest

Key issues
•
•
•
•

Communities’ control over land, water, forest and aquatic wealth, minerals,
development planning and alternative development.
Inequity to be challenged by various classes like farmers, unprotected workers,
fishworkers, forest workers, artisans, hawkers, labourers and urban poor.
Electoral politics and people – electoral reforms
Corruption – wider perspectives and challenges
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RNI number MAHENG/2006/18083

Proposed Programme of JAN SANSAD




MARCH 19TH: Members of People's Parliament to attend meetings on Delhi specific
issues in Delhi and meet Delhi based activists and organisations
MARCH 20TH – 22ND: Jan Sansad on the key issues mentioned above
MARCH 23RD: A mass rally of people coming from across the country. Finalisation
and adoption of Jan Sansad Resolution amongst thousands [a session with political
party representatives] and March to parliament

Tentative Proceedings
Session 1 : Participating organisations and their representatives present / place before
people important issues / challenges and their proposals for struggle in 2-3 hours.
Session 2 : All those assembled together will engage in dialogue, debate, negotiate
solutions.
Session 3: Jan Sansad to evolve the collective view / opinion on the issues dealt with and
chalk out future programme for struggle as well as reconstruction and pass resolutions
based on possible consensus.

Outcome
A People's Plan of Development and Governance would emerge and resolution of local
issues should raise confidence in the process and help refine it and perhaps endow it with
durability. Such people's plan would have visibility, profile and depth. A strategy and
Action Plan giving impetus to selected / identified representative struggles focusing the
country's attention and effectively challenging existing decisions, projects, policies or laws,
taking the battle to the 'powers-that-be', whether they are Governments or Corporations
should be the result.
Our over all effort is directed towards creating a wider people's movement, a wider family
of activists connected with each other, which will aim at placing before the people an
Alternative to the present polity which is anti-people in every respect. The attempt is also
to create an ongoing people's parliament which will hold its sessions in different places in
the country and start dealing with the issues of the region and forge movement solidarities.
It can become an alternative people’s political forum to bring the truly popular issues to
the political agenda and challenge anti people policies to politics.

National Alliance of People's Movements
6/6, jangpura B, Mathura Road, New Delhi 110 014
Phone : 011 24374535 | 9818 411 417
jansansad@napm-india.org | napmindia@gmail.com |
www.napm-india.org | www.jansansad.tumblr.com
Join us on facebook NAPM | Twitter @napmindia
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